Joint Statement on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes Against Humanity
to be delivered during the General Debate on Crimes Against Humanity of the
Sixth Committee

Mr. President,

I have the honor to deliver this statement on behalf of Austria, Australia, Belgium, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Botswana, Bulgaria, Cabo Verde, Canada, Chile, Croatia, the Czech
Republic, Denmark, the Dominican Republic, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece,
Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Ireland, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxemburg, Malta,
Mexico, Moldova, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, the Kingdom of the Netherlands, New
Zealand, North Macedonia, Norway, Panama, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea,
Romania, San Marino, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Timor-Leste,
Ukraine, United Kingdom, Vanuatu, the European Union, and my own country, Costa Rica.

We welcome the historic adoption of resolution 79/122, where the General Assembly decided
to convene a United Nations Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Prevention and
Punishment of Crimes Against Humanity.

This milestone reflects the determination of the international community to address a long-
standing gap in the international legal framework and to strengthen our collective capacity to
prevent and punish these heinous crimes.

From the outset, civil society organizations and academic experts have been at the forefront
of the call for an international convention on crimes against humanity.

Long before the International Law Commission began its work on the topic, scholars,
practitioners, and civil society coalitions documented the legal and practical gaps that
hindered the prevention and prosecution of crimes against humanity, and advocated for the
development of a dedicated treaty to complement the existing international legal architecture.

Their tireless advocacy has been instrumental in placing this issue on the agenda of States.

Moreover, civil society and academia have enriched the process with invaluable expertise.
Through publications, academic research, expert meetings, and formal submissions, they
have contributed legal analysis, practical recommendations, and innovative ideas for the
content and structure of a future convention.

These inputs have served as valuable references for Member States, informing debates within
the Sixth Committee and the International Law Commission, and helping to shape a more
comprehensive and victim-centered approach.

As we look ahead to the first session of the Preparatory Committee in January 2026, we
emphasize the importance of ensuring that the process remains open, transparent, and
inclusive. The participation of all relevant stakeholders, including civil society and academia
is not only a recognition of their historic contribution but also a practical necessity.



Their continued engagement has enriched our understanding of prevention, accountability,
and the rights of victims and survivors, and will help ensure that the future convention is
informed by the latest legal thinking and reflects comparative experiences.

We therefore strongly support the participation of all relevant stakeholders, including civil
society organizations and academic experts, in the work of the Preparatory Committee.

Their insights can enhance the quality of drafting, help bridge differences among delegations
through evidence-based proposals, and contribute to building broader legitimacy and
ownership for the future convention.

We urge all delegations to support a decision that will allow their effective involvement in
the upcoming sessions.

Equally we encourage that the January 2026 Preparatory Committee will decide, pursuant to
paragraph 8 of resolution 79/122, to enable civil society stakeholders without ECOSOC-
affiliated status to attend the 2027 Preparatory Committee and the Diplomatic Conference.

This will ensure civil society representation from all regions, including those communities
most directly affected by these crimes, who will be able to share their first-hand experience
with the negotiations process.

Finally, we reaffirm our collective commitment to a future convention that places the rights
and dignity of victims at its core, strengthens international cooperation, and contributes to
the prevention of crimes against humanity, in line with the purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations.

I thank you.



