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Mr. Chair, distinguished delegates,
Itis an honour for me to address you today in my capacity as Secretary of the Advisory
Committee on the United Nations Programme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study,

Dissemination and Wide Appreciation of International Law.

The Programme of Assistance was established nearly 60 years ago, but the need for
training and educational materials in international law remains just as important today.
Thanks to the constant support of the Advisory Committee, chaired by the Permanent
Representative of Ghana, and that of the Sixth Committee, the Programme of Assistance

has been able to provide responses to those needs.

From the outset, | wish to reiterate the continuous commitment of the United Nations
Office of Legal Affairs to fully implement all the activities mandated under the Programme
of Assistance. As you surely know, all units of the United Nations Secretariat were tasked by
the Secretary-General early this year to draw and implement a cost containing plan to

address the acute liquidity crisis faced by the Organization. | am pleased to report that, for
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the most part, and thanks to extraordinary efforts of the former United Nations Legal
Counsel, Mr. Miguel de Serpa Soares, the cost containing measures planned for the
Programme of Assistance were not applied to the extent initially envisaged. Our top priority
was to continue providing training in international law in accordance with the mandate of
the Programme, which we did as we faced record-breaking demand for such training. This
does not mean that the liquidity crisis had no impact on the work or the Programme. The

specific impacts to each activity are detailed in the report of the Secretary-General.

M. le Président, Mmes et MM. les délégués,

C’est un honneur de vous présenter un bref apercu de la mise en ceuvre du
Programme pendant la période considérée, plus particulierement en ce qui concerne les
programmes de formation, la Médiathéque de droit international, et les publications du

Bureau des Affaires Juridiques.

Les programmes de formation soit - le Programme de bourses de perfectionnement
et les trois Cours régionaux - offrent aux professionnels des pays en développement ’acces
a une formation compléte en droit international, dispensée par d’éminents spécialistes de

régions et de systemes juridiques divers.

C’est grace aux ressources inscrites au budget régulier que la Division de la
codification du Bureau des affaires juridiques a pu organiser les quatre programmes de
formation mandatés par 'Assemblée générale - a savoir, le Programme de bourses de

perfectionnement en droit international tenu a La Haye, ainsi que les trois Cours régionaux
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de droit international, respectivement pour UAfrique, pour U'Asie et le Pacifique, et pour

UAmérique latine et les Caraibes.

La coopération des commissions régionales des Nations Unies, ainsi que celle des
pays hotes, a savoir, le Chili, UEthiopie et la Thailande, ont contribué de fagcon importante a
la tenue des Cours régionaux, et nous les en remercions. Nous tenons également a
remercier la Cour internationale de Justice et les Pays-Bas pour leur soutien constanten ce
qui concerne la tenue du Programme de bourses de perfectionnement en droit

international.

Mr. Chair, distinguished delegates,

Among the eighty-seven (87) participants who attended the training programmes in
the period under review, seventy-six (76) benefited from a scholarship covering all their
costs. These 76 fellows came from 68 different states. | would like to highlight that we have
ensured overall parity between women and men among participants in the four training
programmes, and we continue to maintain gender representation and geographic diversity

among lecturers.

Specific information regarding the participants, the number of applications and the
curriculum of each programme is available in the report of the Secretary-General and on the

website of the Programme of Assistance.



I must note the demand for quality training in international law has grown significantly
in this calendar year. We experienced record-braking numbers of applications for the 2024
International Law Fellowship Programme and the 2024 Regional Course for Asia-Pacific. The
number of applications of the remaining Regional Courses have bounced back to pre-
pandemic levels, pushing the total number of applications processed for the 2024 training
courses to an all-time high of 1,404. In this regard, | want to recognise the important role of

Permanent Mission in the wider dissemination of information on the training programmes.

M. le Président, Mmes et MM. les délégués,

La Médiatheque de droit international des Nations Unies offre une formation en ligne
gratuite et de qualité a un nombre illimité de personnes du monde entier. Avec plus de 600
conférences en ligne, la Médiatheque a été consultée par pres de 3,4 millions d'utilisateurs.
La grave crise de liquidités a eu une incidence considérable sur la Médiatheque de droit
international pendant la période considérée. Les restrictions temporaires imposées dans
Uensemble du Secrétariat n’ont pas permis le recrutement d’un ou d’une
producteur/productrice vidéo et administrateur/administratrice de site web. Par
conséquent, aucune conférence n’a été enregistrée pendant la période considérée.
Cependant, huit conférences précédemment enregistrées ont été ajoutées a la série de

conférences, et une note d’introduction a été ajoute aux archives historiques.

En matiere de publications, au cours de la période considérée, le Bureau des Affaires
Juridiques a publié : Résumé des arréts, avis consultatifs et ordonnances de la Cour

internationale de Justice (2018-2022) en anglais et en francais. Les préparatifs ont
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également progressé en ce qui concerne la publication des éditions 2017 et 2018 de
UAnnuaire juridique des Nations Unies et du volume XXXV du Recueil des sentences
arbitrales. En outre, les traductions en arabe, chinois, espagnol, francais et russe du livre,

La Commission du droit international et ses travaux, dixieme édition, ont été publiées.

Mr. Chair, distinguished delegates,

The Office of Legal Affairs is very grateful to the General Assembly for including the
Programme of Assistance in the regular budget. This allows the organization of several
activities on a continuous basis. Nevertheless, in order to achieve the true potential of the

Programme, voluntary contributions remain essential.

I would like to thank the following Member States for their generous voluntary
contributions. As noted in the Report of the Secretary-General, during the reporting period
contributions were received from: China, Cyprus, Czechia, Finland, France, Ireland, Poland,
Qatar, Singapore and Spain. In addition, a contribution from Austria was received after the

end of the reporting period and will therefore be reflected in next year’s report.

| thank you for your attention and for your continuous support for the Programme of

Assistance.
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