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Madam/Mr. Chair,

Brazil thanks the Secretary-General for the two reports
submitted this year on criminal accountability of UN officials and
experts on mission. By providing updated information about
State practice and the policies and procedures of UN entities and
related organizations to fight impunity, the two documents
enable us to identify gaps and current challenges to

accountability.

For years, United Nations officials and experts have been
diligently performing their duties. The fact that a few of them
commit criminal offenses may not authorize us to doubt the
importance of the work carried out by the overwhelming maijority.
Still, even a single crime is too many. It is essential to ensure

that any possible criminal action perpetrated by a UN official on



a mission be investigated and, if appropriate, prosecuted, always
in strict compliance with due process guarantees. This is critical
to ensure the very legitimacy of the Organization, otherwise its
ability to send missions serving the purposes of the Charter of

the United Nations may be undermined.

In this light, it is reassuring to note in the report prepared
pursuant to resolution 78/102 that standard procedures are in
place among UN entities to make referrals to national

jurisdictions in cases of credible allegations of misconduct.

Brazil reiterates its support for the zero-tolerance policy in cases
of sexual exploitation, abuse, fraud, corruption and other criminal
conduct. Both preventive and repressive measures are crucial to
forestall such crimes. The victims, whose right to justice should
also be safeguarded, must receive adequate support and

protection.

Over the years, important progress has been made in
addressing credible allegations of crimes that might have been
committed by United Nations officials or experts on mission and
in expanding protection against retaliation for reporting

misconduct. Nevertheless, there is still room for improvement.



Brazil endorses the Secretary-General's recommendations, and
thus encourages distinct legislative bodies of the UN system
entities and related organizations outside the scope of General
Assembly resolutions to avoid disparities and foster coherence
and coordination of policies and procedures relating to the
reporting, investigation, referral and follow-up of credible
allegations of crime with policies and procedures related to

United Nations officials and experts on mission.

All Member States should strive to overcome remaining legal
challenges to assert jurisdiction over crimes committed by their
nationals when they serve as UN officials or experts on mission.
The instances of sexual violence, exploitation and abuse in
peacekeeping operations reported by the Secretary-General are
a matter of serious concern and must be addressed in earnest
by the concerned State of nationality, which is the primary forum

for the prosecution of alleged crimes.

Member States and the UN should also cooperate by sharing
information and material for purposes of criminal proceedings

initiated by States with jurisdiction.

Madam/Mr. Chair,



Brazil is proud of more than seven decades of contributions to
UN peacekeeping. Our peacekeepers are known for their high
discipline and technical skills. Brazilian Officers serving in UN

missions strictly implement the zero tolerance policy.

At the same time, we have strict protocols to address any
possible misconduct, including, if necessary, the criminal

accountability of alleged perpetrators.

Crimes committed abroad by Brazilian nationals are subject to
the jurisdiction of our domestic courts according to Brazilian law.
Brazil has a robust framework of laws and regulations which
enable investigation and prosecution in both criminal and
administrative cases. Our penal code, penal procedural code,
military penal code and military penal procedural code, as
applicable, provide the necessary legal bases for addressing
credible allegations of serious misconduct by Brazilian nationals

serving in UN Missions.

Since 2015, the Office of the Military Public Prosecutor and the
Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Defense have maintained a
structured dialogue in order to promote the Zero Tolerance
Policy, including the Special Measures outlined by the Secretary
General in 2019.



In 2017, we adopted regulation aimed at reinforcing that military
personnel serving in UN missions must undergo specific training
on sexual exploitation and abuse. In 2021, another regulation
was adopted updating procedural mechanisms to address any
allegation of misconduct which could entail possible criminal

accountability of military personnel serving in UN missions.

Additionally, Brazil has a wide and ever-increasing network of
bilateral and multilateral mutual legal assistance treaties in
criminal and civil matters, which allow for speedy and effective

exchange of evidence and information when necessary.

Mr./Madam Chair,

We cannot allow suspicions of misconduct cast a shadow on the
vital role UN Missions play in the maintenance of international
peace and security. And we all know that the appropriate course
of action is not dismissing them, but fully investigating them.
Holding perpetrators of serious crimes accountable, including
those committed by United Nations officials and experts on
mission, is a cornerstone of the rule of law at the international
order. It is also indispensable to safeguard the United Nations

and its future.



Thank you.



