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Mr Chair, 

 

On the topic of Expulsion of Aliens, the position of the United Kingdom has always 

been, and continues to be, that this is a challenging and problematic subject, which 

seeks to intrude directly on national border management plans. 

 

The United Kingdom remains firmly of the view that the topic of expulsion of aliens is 

unsuitable for a convention or other legally binding instrument at the present time. 

The United Kingdom does not accept that the draft articles reflect customary 

international law, and does not agree with the content of those articles which are 

said to represent the progressive development of international law. 

 

Indeed, the United Kingdom considers that the role of States to control their own 

borders and manage migration particularly that of an irregular character, remains 

especially important and should be afforded considerable discretion. States must 

continue to enjoy the right to manage borders and control immigration in accordance 

with national sovereignty. 

 

Mr. Chair,  

The United Kingdom took the opportunity at the Seventy-Second Session in 2017 to 

append detailed comments on the draft articles to the written version of our 

statement. I have not set out those comments in my statement today, and nor do I 

annex them to this year’s written text. However, those comments remain the formal 

position of the United Kingdom on this issue. 

 

Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

 

 


