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 I have the honour to write to you in order to bring to your attention, pursuant to 

the provisions of resolution 73/205, adopted by the General Assembly on 

20 December 2018, a series of regrettable incidents that have taken place at 

diplomatic missions of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela in the Republic of Costa 

Rica and the Republic of Ecuador.  

 On 20 February 2019, the Embassy of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela in 

San José, Republic of Costa Rica, was attacked and taken over by a group of persons, 

illegally designated by an authority other than the Ministry of People ’s Power for 

Foreign Affairs of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela as supposed diplomatic 

representatives of the Venezuelan Government. In that incident, the legitimate 

Venezuelan diplomatic officials and local staff on the premises were assaulted by 

assailants and their followers.  

 On the same day, in another reprehensible act of violence, the Consulate of the 

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela in Guayaquil, Republic of Ecuador, was besie ged 

by armed groups that forced their way into the facilities and subjected the diplomatic 

officials and local staff working there to physical and verbal abuse before relieving 

them and visitors of their belongings. The hooligans also took possession of the 

proceeds from consular services fees.  

 The Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela has condemned and 

rejected both attacks. It holds the Governments of the Republic of Costa Rica and the 

Republic of Ecuador responsible for any impact on the physical integrity of the 

diplomatic and local staff attached to its diplomatic missions in those countries, 

whose protection, security and safety must be guaranteed at all times by the 

authorities of those Governments as the receiving States and by virtue of their 

obligations as signatories to the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations and the 

Vienna Convention on Consular Relations.  

 On behalf of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, I respectfully appeal to you 

to urge the authorities of Costa Rica and Ecuador to strictly observe, apply and 

enforce all the principles and rules of international law governing diplomatic and 

consular relations, including those relating to the inviolability of diplomatic missions 
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and, in particular, to ensure, in accordance with their international obligations, the 

protection, security and safety of the missions within their jurisdiction.  

 The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela also demands, through you, that the 

Governments of those countries take the necessary steps, includ ing preventive 

measures, to have the matters at hand thoroughly investigated with a view to bringing 

to justice those who encouraged, instigated, organized or perpetrated those acts of 

violence against its Embassy in San José and Consulate in Guayaquil, and against the 

physical integrity of its officials.  

 Lastly, I respectfully request your good offices to have this communication 

circulated as a document of the General Assembly, under agenda item 84.  

 

 

(Signed) Samuel Moncada 

Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the 

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the United Nations  

 


