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  Letter dated 25 March 2019 from the Permanent Representative of 

Ecuador to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General 
 

 

 I have the honour to write to you with regard to the letter dated 21 February 

2019, signed by Mr. Samuel Moncada, concerning the events that took place on 

20 February 2019 at the Consulate of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela in the city 

of Guayaquil (A/73/767). 

 In that connection, the Government of Ecuador wishes to affirm its full respect 

for international law, the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations and the Vienna 

Convention on Consular Relations and, in particular, its duty, as the receiving State, 

to take all appropriate steps to protect the premises of the mission of a sending State 

against any intrusion or damage and to prevent any disturbance of the peace of the 

mission or impairment of its dignity.  

 I would like to inform you that, on 24 January 2019, the Embassy of the 

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela in Ecuador sent a note verbale requesting the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs to arrange with the appropriate parties for increased police 

protection at the diplomatic mission.  

 In an official letter of the same date, the Ceremonial and Protocol Directorate 

requested the Director of International Affairs of the Ministry of the Interior to 

safeguard the security of diplomatic representatives accredited to the national 

Government and said that it would appreciate their timely intervent ion. 

 As stated in the report of the Zone 8 Command of the Ecuadorian National 

Police, on 2 February 2019, the General Directorate of Operations of the Ministry of 

the Interior sent a communiqué with the official letter of the Ceremonial and Protocol 

Directorate to the Chief of Operations and the Provincial Intelligence Headquarters.  

 It was stated in the same report that, on 19 February 2019, a national police 

officer had held a meeting with the Consul of Venezuela, Mr. Fernando Javier Bello, 

with whom it was agreed that as of 20 February 2019, at 2 p.m., three police officers 

would provide security support to the Consulate.  
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 In accordance with the above, on 20 February 2019, three members of the 

national police force were appointed and began performing the ir assigned duties on 

the same date. 

 The Ministry of the Interior of Ecuador responded to the request made by the 

Venezuelan Embassy for the provision of security personnel in compliance with its 

obligations under the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations. 

 I would like to inform you that the competent authorities are conducting an 

investigation to determine who was responsible for the events that took place. The 

Office of the Public Prosecutor is collecting accounts related to the case, which is 

currently in the investigation stage. Pursuant to the provisions of articles 590 and 591 

of the Comprehensive Criminal Code, the duration of the investigation process is 

90 days. Ecuador will ensure that you are kept informed of the progress of the 

investigation. 

 It should be noted that Ecuador has not failed to meet the security requirements 

of the Embassy or Consular Offices of Venezuela in Ecuador.  

 I should be grateful if you would have the present letter circulated as a document 

of the General Assembly, under agenda item 84. 

 

 

(Signed) Luis Gallegos Chiriboga 

Ambassador and Permanent Representative 

of Ecuador to the United Nations 

 


