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Chair, 

Since it is the first time that I take the floor in this Committee, let me congratulate the 
Chairman and the other members of this Bureau for their election and wish them all the best in 
their endeavor, while assuring them of my Delegation’s full support in their work. 

 On the issue of strengthening and promoting the international treaty framework, I would like  
first of all to reiterate my country’s commitment to the registration of international treaties and 
treaty-related actions which constitutes an important tool in the promotion of transparency, 
multilingualism and consistency with treaty-making practice in the international community.  

Greece appreciates the efforts undertaken by the Treaty Section of the Office of  Legal Affairs 
in making promptly available online the authentic texts of the registered treaties and considers that 
the amendments adopted in 2018 to the Regulations to give effect to Article 102 of the UN Charter, 
provide an effective means to adapt them to the evolution of information technology and facilitate, 
to the extent allowed by the resources available to this effect, their timely publication in the United 
Nations Treaty Series.   

In this context, the electronic submission of requests for treaty registration, provided for in 
article 5 of the revised Regulations, has been of great assistance to both the UN Member States 
and the Secretariat and has already become the usual practice in comparison to  hard-copy 
submissions. In view of the above, the proposal contained in the Secretary General’s report that 
the United Nations develop an online registration tool, should be actively supported. Such a 
standardized electronic procedure could replace any other means of submission such as surface 
mail, e-mail or USB key, thus providing uniformity to the filing and processing of relevant requests 
for registration. 

Delays in the translation of treaties are considered as the principal reason behind the backlog 
in the publication of the United Nations Treaty Series. In this respect, States should be strongly 
encouraged to provide courtesy translations in English or French of treaties concluded in other 
languages, provided the accuracy of these translations will be duly reviewed. Removing the 
requirement of translation in English and French of the treaties published in the United Nations 
Treaty Series should not be an option, given that those two languages are the working languages 
of the UN Secretariat as well as those of the International Court of Justice.    

Finally, I would like to recall my country’s strong concerns about the recent registration of a 
Memorandum of Understanding which, among others, did not satisfy the necessary criteria for 
registration. Given the paramount importance of the UN registration procedure, as described in the 



Guidelines, we cannot stress enough the need for the responsible functioning of this procedure as 
well as its appropriate use by States. This would undoubtedly contribute to the credibility of 
international law and to the promotion of the rule of law in inter-State relations. 

I thank you. 

 


