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Mr. Chairman, 
Distinguished Representatives, 

Turkey firmly believes that an international order based on the rule of law is indispensable for 
peaceful coexistence and cooperation among States. 

Without a doubt, the success of the efforts to enhance peace and stability at the international 
level depends on the compliance of States with generally accepted rules and principles, 

particularly those embodied in the Charter of the United Nations, and those arising from 

obligations under multilateral treaties and international law in general. 

We are convinced that not only peace and security, but also the two other main pillars of the 

UN, development and human rights, are closely linked with the rule of law. 

The respect of the rule of law at the international level is closely linked with its upholding at 

the national levels. The rule of law is not only an indispensable tool for peaceful international 

relations, but also is at the basis of any peaceful, stable, prosperous society. 

Against this background, we strongly support the efforts and activities of the UN in this field 
at both the international and national levels. 

We welcomed the holding of the High-Level meeting of the General Assembly on "The Rule 

of Law at the national and international levels" during the high level segment of the 67th 

session (2012), as well as the Declaration adopted at that meeting, which clearly reflected the 

importance that the international community attaches to the rule of law and to its 

enhancement. 

We thank the Secretary General for his recent report released on 24 July 2014 on the 

"Strengthening and Coordinating UN rule of law activities (A/69/181)", which constitutes a 

thorough presentation of the activities of the UN in the field of the rule oflaw. 

We believe that the Rule of Law Coordination and Resource Group and the Rule of Law Unit 

play a key role in ensuring coordination and coherence of the various activities of the UN and 

affiliated bodies as regards the rule of law. 

As highlighted in the Secretary-General's report, UN organs and specialized agencies play an 

important role in the efforts for the advancement of the rule of law, and let me also mention 

the work of the International Development Law Organization (IDLO). 



Mr. Chairman, 

The rule of law goes hand in hand with the principles of human rights, democratic values, 

justice and international law. These principles are interlinked and mutually reinforcing. All 

states need to fulfill their obligations to promote respect for and observance and protection of 

all human rights and fundamental freedoms for all. 

With regard to the development pillar, we firmly believe that the rule of law should be an 
inalienable part of the post-2015 development agenda. 

We acknowledge that there is a close linkage between human rights, the rule of law and 

development. Human rights and the rule of law can help advance inclusive economic growth, 

reduce inequalities and build well-functioning, accountable and transparent institutions that 

can ensure delivery of better services for our own people. 

Rule of law, peace and good governance are indispensable components of our societies which 

create the necessary environment within which development can be sustainable. I would like 

to mention briefly the case of Turkey to make my point. 

Thanks to the structural reforms undertaken in Turkey in the field of rule of law and good 

governance, an enabling environment has been created which has paved the way for increased 

Foreign Direct Investment and sustained economic growth. 

At the national level, the existence of an independent judiciary enforcing fair laws based on 

the principle of equality before the law is of utmost importance. The citizens' trust in the 

administration of justice is one of the key elements on which a stable, prosperous society can 

rely. In this regard, today's subtopic, access to justice, is an important pillar for the 

strengthening of the rule oflaw. 

With regard to my country's experience, I would like to underline that the Turkish Judiciary 

has undergone comprehensive reforms since the beginning of the 2000s, for strengthening the 

independence, impartiality and effectiveness of the judiciary and also to relieve its current 

workload. The judiciary has been reinforced in a manner to guarantee fundamental rights and 

freedoms. 

As a country having recently experienced a profound process of economic progress and 

democratic advancement, Turkey is well placed to understand challenges that developing 

countries might face in their development path. Therefore, I would like to express my 

country's readiness for any exchange of best practices in the field of access to justice or more 

broadly, the rule of law, with countries wishing to do so. We have in fact started sharing our 

experience and providing technical support in this field. 



In concluding, Mr. Chairman, I wish to reaffirm Turkey's firm commitment to the 
strengthening of the rule of law at both national and international levels as well as our 
determination to further cooperate with the UN and member states to that end. 

I thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


