DISSEMINATION, INCLUDING TRAINING AND EDUCATION IN INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW FOR
ARMED FORCES AND THE CIVILIAN POPULATION

A special study programme in IHL was incorporated into the curriculum at the General
Staff Faculty of the Academy of Defence and the IHL topics were included in military
manuals. Besides the main theoretical training, programmes on IHL training at all levels of
the national armed forces were adapted and executed with the systematic assistance of the
Bulgarian Red Cross and the ICRC. Also, regular IHL briefings for the instructors who train
the Bulgarian military units for participation in peace-keeping missions outside the country
were carried oul. Furthermore, two specialized study courses on wartime law were
conducted: one for experts with the service staffs, and the other for Air Force officers.

A complete handbook on international humanitarian law, which discusses the
categories of persons and facilities requiring protection during armed conflict and the bans
and restrictions on non-selective methods and means of combat action, was publicly spread
and generated a significant interest.

One part of the ongoing cooperation between the Bulgarian Red Cross and the
Bulgarian Ministry of Education and Science comprises preparations for the adoption and
Sulfilment of IHL study programme, accompanied by campaigning with regard to the ICRC
appeals and to the numerous world-wide breaches of the norms of humanity, including the
use of indiscriminate means and methods of warfare and the involvement of children in
activities of military character.

Other developments in dissemination activities of the Bulgarian Red Cross having been
largeted at adolescents have been focused on the holding of a series of IHL courses and
workshops for volunteering students from universities and secondary schools. The training
evenls of this kind have been aimed at meeting the needs of the young audience for acquiring
an enhanced knowledge of the norms and instruments of humanitarian law and the Red Cross
Jfundamental principles, and at promoting observance of such values amongst these
specifically aged target groups.

The Ministry of Education and Science is examining the possibility for the integration
within the school curriculum of the educational package “Exploring Humanitarian Law”,
introduced to the Ministry by the Bulgarian Red Cross.

The curriculum and examination synopses of public international law at some of the
Bulgarian universities already contain a certain number of thematic items in the field of IHL.
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