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Amend OP 18 as follows:
1. Delete the word “services”
2. Delete the words “including in the area of sexual and reproductive health,”
OP 18
Also recognizes that achieving the highest attainable standard of physical and mental
health, through, inter alia, equitable and universal access to affordable and quality health-care services
and preventive health-care information, including in the area of sexual and reproductive health, is
critical to women’s economic advancement and empowerment, that a lack of economic empowerment
and independence increases women’s vulnerability to a range of negative consequences, including
violence and the risk of contracting HIV and AIDS, and that the neglect of women’s full enjoyment of
human rights severely limits their opportunities in public and private life, including the opportunities for
receiving an education and for achieving economic and political empowerment;
Amend OP 19 as follows:
1. Delete the words “including sexual and reproductive health,”
OP 19 Expresses deep concern that, globally, women and girls are still the most affected by the
HIV/AIDS epidemic, that they bear a disproportionate share of the caregiving burden and that they are
more vulnerable to violence, stigmatization, discrimination, poverty and marginalization from their
families and communities as a result of HIV/AIDS, notes that progress towards gender equality and the
empowerment of all women and girls has been unacceptably slow and that the ability of women and
girls to protect themselves from HIV continues to be compromised by physiological factors, gender
inequalities, including unequal power relations in society between women and men and boys and girls,
and unequal legal, economic and social status, insufficient access to health-care, including sexual and
reproductive health, multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination and violence in the public and
private spheres, including trafficking in persons, sexual violence, exploitation and harmful practices, and
calls upon Governments and the international community to urgently scale up responses towards
achieving the goal of universal access to comprehensive HIV prevention, treatment, care and support
and to ending the HIV/AIDS epidemic by 2030;

