Permanent Mission of the = Permanent Mission
State of Kuwait to the United Nations of Austria to the

New York United Nations in New York

1 June 2023

Excellency,

We have the honour to address you in our capacity as Co-Chairs of the
Intergovernmental Negotiations on the question of equitable representation on and increase
in the membership of the Security Council and other related matters to the Security Council
(IGN) during the 77" session of the General Assembly.

Kindly find attached a copy of a letter dated 30 May 2023 received by the Co-Chairs
from the Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of Bahrain to the United Nations, in his
capacity as the Coordinator of the Arab Group for Security Council Reform. Upon the request
of the Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of Bahrain, the attached document will be
posted on the IGN website which acts as a repository of the IGN process.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of our highest consideration.
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Tareq Albanai Alexander Marschik
Ambassador Ambassador
Permanent Representative of the Pe.rmanent Rf?presentatiVF: of the ‘
State of Kuwait to the United Nations Republic of Austria to the United Nations

To: All Permanent Representatives and Permanent Observers to the United Nations, New York
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(Unofficial translation)

30 May 2023
Excellencies,

I have the honour to address you, on behalf of the Arab Group, in your capacity as Co-Chairs of
the Intergovernmental Negotiations on the question of equitable representation on and increase in
the membership of the Security Council and other related matters to the Council (IGN) during the
77" session of the United Nations General Assembly.

May I at the outset extend my sincere thanks for your fruitful efforts in leading the negotiations,
and your keenness to listen to the views of the general membership. There is no doubt that the five
meetings held during this session have enriched our discussions on this important topic. The Arab
Group looks forward to continuing these discussions during the next session, and reiterates its
commitment to the IGN process as the only forum to reach an agreement on the expansion and
reform of the Security Council, in accordance with General Assembly decision 62/557, and to the
interdependence of all five clusters contained in the decision.

The Arab Group would like to reaffirm its position, which is the demand for permanent Arab
representation with full powers in the category of permanent seats in the event of any future
expansion of the Council. In addition, fair representation requires proportionate Arab
representation in the category of non-permanent seats in the expanded Security Council. The
Group also emphasizes the importance of focusing the reform process on removing the injustices
inflicted on developing countries, in particular Arab and African countries that are not represented
at all in the category of permanent seats in Security Council.

As for the topic of cross-regional representation, which is an important issue to the Arab Group,
we believe that in order to ensure fairness of regional representation at the global level, the
specificity of the Arab Group as a regional group in its own right should be recognized by the
expanded Security Council without being counted as an addition or a deduction from the balance
of the African of Asia-Pacific Groups. This stems from the premise that each region has its own
individualities that deserve to be highlighted in the expanded Security Council.

The Arab Group values the efforts made by Your Excellencies to update the Revised Co-Chairs’
Elements Paper, which reflects your view as Co-Chairs after listening to the interventions of States
and groups in the IGN meetings during the current session, and which highlights the progress made
including in relation to procedural matters. The Group stresses that the Paper must comprise the
positions of States and groups with the accuracy that each State and group wishes to convey during
the negotiations.



With regard to the 2015 Framework Document, the Group has made its position clear in its letter
to the IGN Chair in May 2015, and requested to attach the letter to the Framework Document,
despite the Group not having participated in the drafting process. Moreover, the Group clarified at
the time that it was difficult to determine the extent to which the Framework Document was
consistent with the principles of the IGN and General Assembly decision 62/557, particularly since
a large number of other delegations and groups faced a similar difficulty.

The Arab Group, therefore, sees that the current situation does not allow for starting text-based
negotiations, and stresses the need to ensure a smooth transition to the next sessions through a
procedural technical rollover that allows for Member States to continue working collectively
during the next session with the aim of reaching a common understanding that provides the
necessary groundwork for a consensual solution that leads to a just and comprehensive reform of
the Security Council.

The Arab Group would be grateful if Your Excellencies could kindly post this letter on the IGN
website that acts as a repository of the recordings of webcasts and documents related to the IGN
process.

Please accept, Excellencies, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Jamal Fares Alrowaiei
Permanent Representative
Coordinator of the Arab Group
for Security Council Reform

H.E. Mr. Tareq Albanai
Permanent Representative of the State of Kuwait
to the United Nations

H.E. Mr. Alexander Marschik

Permanent Representative of the Republic of Austria
to the United Nations

New York



	2023-06-01-bahrain-arab-group1
	2023-06-01-bahrain-arab-group2
	2023-06-01-bahrain-arab-group3

