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High-level Thematic Debate on Human Rights 
 

 

As part of his new commitment to action, the President of the General Assembly, Mogens 

Lykketoft, will organise a high-level Thematic Debate of the UN General Assembly 

focused on Human Rights on 12-13 July 2016. 

 

At the heart of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development as well as a series of UN 

reviews and action plans in the area of peace and security lies a demand for a stronger focus 

on human rights across all aspects of society. These developments demonstrate the ever-

increasing linkages between the three pillars of the UN but they also highlight the need to 

ensure that each pillar is given equal prominence. 

 

The event takes place in the context of the 50th anniversary of the International Human 

Rights Covenants, the 30th anniversary of the Declaration on the Right to Development and 

the process to select and appoint the next United Nations Secretary-General. It will be an 

opportunity to take an overarching view of the human rights situation in our world today, 

reinforce the foundations for human rights and how action to realize human rights can 

contribute to progress on peace and security and sustainable development and vice-versa, as 

well as highlight ways to strengthen the United Nations’ role in this area and identify 

actions to unleash rapid improvements in the realization of human rights globally. 

 

High-level representatives from States, the UN-system, regional organisations, human 

rights bodies and mechanisms, civil society, think tanks and private sector will participate. 

Declared candidates seeking to become the next Secretary-General will also be invited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



U N I T E D  N AT I O N S  

 
 N AT I O N S  U N I E S  

PA G E  2

 

 

 

Focus areas 

 

Tackling discrimination and inequalities 

 

Non-discrimination is a central principle of international human rights law and 

indispensable to realizing all human rights. Yet people continue to be directly and indirectly 

discriminated against on a number of grounds   In addition, inequalities and discrimination 

are among the major drivers of poverty, exclusion and disenfranchisement which must be 

tackled to prevent conflict and realize the 2030 Agenda. How can we mobilize greater 

action at global and national levels to address issues of discrimination and inequalities? 

 

 

Strengthening governance, the rule of law and access to justice 

 

Human Rights will not be realized without access to justice, the rule of law and effective, 

transparent, accountable and inclusive institutions. Making progress at the national and 

global levels on these issues is also central to global peace and security and realizing the 

2030 Agenda . These issues however are often among the most challenging areas for 

governments and other actors to tackle. How can actors work together to overcome these 

challenges? 

 

 

Enabling active participation in society 

 

Progress on global issues in the 21st century is increasingly dependent on the ability of 

actors – governments, the private sector, civil society, human rights defenders, and 

international organizations – to work together. Yet to do so, the rights of these actors to 

engage, to advocate and to criticize must be respected. How can we create environments 

that facilitate positive inter-action, protect civil society space and fundamental freedoms? 
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Related events 

 

 

Death Penalty – Global trends and national pathways 

 

 

When:  

Monday, 11 July, 2016, 6 p.m. – 7:30 p.m 

 

Where:   

EU Delegation to the United Nations, New York 

 

Organizer:  

EU Delegation to the United Nations 

 

Additional information:  
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mS̀SU]WTYMc��

6>FA{�|cyc�}[c�~Y�Y��]̀S�̂S�l̀fST̂]R�lf_]\\]̂Y[�Yk�WVS�yZ[YaS]M�zMTYM�WY�WVS�zMTWŜ��]WTYM\�
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Related events 

 

 

Launch of the Global Partnership to End Violence Against Children 

 

 

When:  

Tuesday, 12 July, 2016, 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

 

Where:   

United Nations, New York – Delegate’s Dining Room 

 

Organizer:  

The Governments of Mexico, Republic of Indonesia, Sweden and the United Republic of 

Tanzania 

 

Additional information:  
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Related events 

 

 

Townhall-style discussion: “Is civil society participation shrinking after the adoption 

of the 2030 Agenda?” 

 

 

When:  

Tuesday, 12 July, 2016, 1:15 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. 

 

Where:   

United Nations, New York – CR12 

 

Organizer:  

The International Disability Alliance and other civil society partners, in partnership with the 

Delegation of the European Union to the United Nations 

 

Additional information:  
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Related events 

 

 

Leaving No One Behind: A Human Rights Approach to Combating Inequalities and 

Discrimination 

 

 

When:  

Tuesday, 12 July, 2016, 1:15 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

 

Where:   

United Nations, New York – CR11 

 

Organizer:  

Mission of Finland, OHCHR, Center for Reproductive Rights, Human Rights Watch, 

Amnesty International, International Disability Alliance and Center for Economic and 

Social Rights 

 

Additional information:  
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United Nations  Nations Unies 
 

T H E  P R E S I D E N T  O F  T H E  G E N E R A L A S S E M B LY  

L E  P R E S I D E N T  D E  L ’ A S S E M B L E E  G E N E R A L E  

 

 

High-level Thematic Debate on Human Rights 
 

 

Related events 

 

 

Launch of the report: “Turning ambition into reality: Platforms and Partnerships for 

Delivering Agenda 2030” by David Steven and Eric Kashambuzi 

 

 

When:  

Wednesday, 13 July, 2016, 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 

 

Where:   

Institute of International Education, 809 United Nations Plaza, N.Y. 

 

Organizer:  

The Governments of Brazil and Switzerland, in partnership with the Center on International 

Cooperation, NYU 

 

Additional information:  
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United Nations  Nations Unies 
 

T H E  P R E S I D E N T  O F  T H E  G E N E R A L A S S E M B LY  

L E  P R E S I D E N T  D E  L ’ A S S E M B L E E  G E N E R A L E  

 

 

High-level Thematic Debate on Human Rights 
 

 

Related events 

 

 

Human Rights in the Follow-up and Review of the 2030 Agenda 

 

 

When:  

Wednesday, 13 July, 2016, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 

Where:   

United Nations, New York – CR11 

 

Organizer:  

The Permanent Mission of Denmark, together with the Office of the High Commissioner of 

Human Rights, the Danish Institute for Human Rights and the Global Alliance of National 

Human Rights Institutions 

 

Additional information:  
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High-level Thematic Debate on Human Rights 
 

 

Related events 

 

 

How has the Global South contributed to shaping the international human rights 

system? 

 

 

When:  

Wednesday, 13 July, 2016, 1:15 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. 

 

Where:   

International Peace Institute, 777 United Nations Plaza, N.Y. 

 

Organizer:  

International Peace Insitute (IPI) and Permanent Mission of Denmark 

 

Additional information:  
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