PEACE BELL CEREMONY
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEACE
FRIDAY, 19 SEPTEMBER 2014
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------Excellencies,
Mr. Secretary-General,
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am pleased to participate in the Peace Bell Ceremony this
morning, a time honored tradition in celebration of the International
Day of Peace.
Thirty years ago, the General Assembly adopted the Declaration on
the Rights of Peoples to Peace, reaffirming that the aspiration for
peace is universal among all peoples and that every human being
should have a right to live in a peaceful environment.
As the Peace Bell rings today, belligerents across the world are
called upon to lay down their weapons and observe a day of
ceasefire.
We are called upon to turn our attention to the plight of populations
caught in the grip of war, living in fear and uncertainty.

We are

reminded of the lives lost, property destroyed, families and
communities torn apart and development efforts disrupted.
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Today, we should recommit our efforts towards the peaceful
resolution of conflicts and the building of lasting peace.

This

organization was founded to rid our world of the scourge of war.

It

is our duty and collective responsibility to promote tolerance,
dialogue and peaceful settlement of disputes.
Excellencies,
Peace is a prerequisite for the achievement of sustainable
development.

Therefore, on this International Day of Peace, let us

rededicate ourselves to the pursuit of peace across the world. May
the ringing of the Peace Bell today send a message of peace and
hope that resonates loud and clear across the world. The people
afflicted by the scourge of violent conflict deserve to live in peace.
As Dag Hammarskjold stated sixty years ago, "The pursuit of peace
and progress cannot end in a few years in either victory or defeat.
The pursuit of peace and progress, with its trials and its errors, its
successes and its setbacks, can never be relaxed and never
abandoned."
I thank you for your attention.
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