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THE PRESIDENT

OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

New York, 7 February 2013

Excellency,

In July 2010 the General Assembly adopted by consensus the United Nations Global Plan of

Action against Trafficking in Persons. By adopting the Plan, Governments resolved to take concrete

action to prevent trafficking in persons, protect and assist victims, prosecute related crimes and

strengthen partnership among Government, civil society organizations and the private sector,
including the media.

The Plan also calls for the General Assembly to appraise in 2013 the progress achieved in

the implementation of the Plan of Action. In December 2012 the General Assembly passed

resolution 67/190 on improving the coordination of efforts against trafficking in persons which

decided to convene, a high level meeting of the General Assembly no later than July 2013 in order to

assess achievement, gaps and challenges including in the implementation of relevant legal

instruments.

The resolution further requests the President of the General Assembly to appoint co

facilitators for assisting him in conducting open-ended informal consultations with Member States

with a view to determining the modalities of that meeting, including on participation of

international, regional, sub regional organizations as well as civil society.

In this regard, I am pleased to announce my decision to appoint the Permanent

Representative of Austria, H.E. Mr. Martin Sajclik, and the Permanent Representative of Cape

Verde, H.E. Mr. Antonio Pedro Montero Lima, as co-facilitators to conduct open-ended informal

consultations with Member States with a view to determining the modalities of the high-level

meeting on the General Assembly, including on participation of international, regional, sub regional

organizations as well as civil society.

I am grateful to Ambassador Sajclik and Ambassador Montero Lima for accepting this

responsibility and trust you will extend your full cooperation and support to them.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

VukJeremic

All Permanent Representatives and
Permanent Observers to the United Nations
New York
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  Draft resolution submitted by the President of the General Assembly 
 

  Modalities, format and organization of the high-level meeting  
of the General Assembly on the appraisal of the United Nations 
Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons 
 
 

 The General Assembly, 

 Recalling its resolution 67/190 of 20 December 2012, in which it referred to its 
decision to conduct, in 2013, an appraisal of the progress achieved in the 
implementation of the United Nations Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking 
in Persons1 and decided to convene, within existing resources, a high-level meeting 
of the General Assembly at its sixty-seventh session, no later than July 2013, in 
order to assess achievements, gaps and challenges, including in the implementation 
of the relevant legal instruments, 

 Recalling also its resolution 64/293 of 30 July 2010, by which it adopted the 
United Nations Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons, 

 Recalling further its resolution 55/25 of 15 November 2000, by which it 
adopted the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime2 and 
the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially 
Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against 
Transnational Organized Crime,3 

 Recalling its decision in paragraph 13 of resolution 67/190 to determine the 
modalities of the high-level meeting, including the participation of international, 
regional and subregional organizations, as well as civil society, including 
non-governmental organizations, the private sector and the media, whose role is 
emphasized in the United Nations Global Plan of Action, 

 1. Decides that the high-level meeting of the General Assembly on the 
appraisal of the United Nations Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in 

__________________ 

 * Reissued for technical reasons on 1 May 2013. 
 1  Resolution 64/293. 
 2  United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2225, No. 39574. 
 3  Ibid., vol. 2237, No. 39574. 
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Persons1 will be held on Monday, 13 May, and Tuesday, 14 May 2013, and will 
consist of an opening plenary meeting on 13 May from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m., plenary 
meetings on 13 May from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and on 14 May from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., and a closing plenary meeting after the list of speakers 
has been exhausted, as well as two consecutive interactive panel discussions on 
13 May in the afternoon;  

 2. Also decides that the opening plenary meeting will feature statements by 
the President of the General Assembly, the Secretary-General and the Executive 
Director of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime as well as an eminent 
person actively engaged in the fight against trafficking in persons and a 
representative from a non-governmental organization in consultative status with the 
Economic and Social Council who may be a survivor, both of whom are to be 
identified by the President of the General Assembly;  

 3. Further decides that the organizational arrangements for the interactive 
panel discussions to take place on Monday, 13 May 2013, in the afternoon and to be 
chaired by Member States at the invitation of the President of the General Assembly, 
after consultations with regional groups, will be as follows:  

 (a) Interactive panel discussion 1, which will take place from 3 p.m. to  
4.30 p.m., will address the theme “The Global Plan of Action, relevant legal 
instruments and effective partnerships to protect and assist victims of human 
trafficking”; 

 (b) Interactive panel discussion 2, which will take place from 4.30 p.m. to  
6 p.m., will address the theme “Sharing best practices and lessons learned for 
prevention and prosecution in the implementation of the Global Plan of Action and 
relevant legal instruments”;  

 (c) The Chairs of the interactive panel discussions will present summaries of 
the discussions at the closing plenary meeting, followed by final remarks by the 
President of the General Assembly; 

 (d) In order to promote interactive and substantive discussions, participation 
in each panel discussion will include Member States, observers, representatives of 
United Nations organizations and entities, and representatives of international, 
regional and subregional organizations, as well as civil society, including 
non-governmental organizations, the private sector and the media;  

 4. Recalls its request in paragraph 14 of resolution 67/190 that the President 
of the General Assembly prepare a summary of the high-level meeting, identifying 
achievements, gaps and challenges in the implementation of the United Nations 
Global Plan of Action and relevant legal instruments, and decides to bring the 
summary to the attention of relevant United Nations entities and other stakeholders; 

 5. Invites Member States, the Holy See and the State of Palestine, in their 
capacity as observer States, and the European Union, in its capacity as observer, to 
be represented at the highest possible level at the meeting;  

 6. Encourages Member States to consider including in their delegations to 
the high-level meeting representatives of civil society active in combating 
trafficking in persons and of the private sector;  
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 7. Invites all relevant United Nations entities and other relevant 
intergovernmental, regional and subregional organizations to participate in the high-
level meeting;  

 8. Requests the President of the General Assembly to draw up a list of 
interested representatives of non-governmental organizations in consultative status 
with the Economic and Social Council who may participate in the high-level 
meeting;  

 9. Also requests the President of the General Assembly to draw up a list of 
representatives of other relevant non-governmental organizations, civil society 
organizations, the private sector and the media active in combating trafficking in 
persons, taking into account the principle of transparency and the principle of 
equitable geographical representation, to submit the proposed list to Member States 
for their consideration on a non-objection basis and to bring the list to the attention 
of the General Assembly;  

 10. Further requests the President of the General Assembly, in consultation 
with Member States, to finalize the organizational arrangements for the meetings, 
taking into account the duration of the meetings, the identification of the eminent 
person and the representative from a non-governmental organization in consultative 
status with the Economic and Social Council to speak at the opening plenary 
meeting and the identification of Chairs for the interactive panel discussions, 
bearing in mind the level of representation as well as equitable geographical 
representation; 

 11. Encourages Member States, United Nations entities, intergovernmental 
and non-governmental organizations, private sector entities and other relevant 
stakeholders to consider supporting the participation of representatives from 
developing countries, including representatives of non-governmental organizations 
from those countries, in order to ensure the broadest possible participation, and 
requests the Secretary-General to take all necessary measures in this regard;  

 12. Decides that the proceedings of the high-level meeting shall be webcast;  

 13. Encourages Member States and other stakeholders to continue to 
contribute to the United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund for Victims of Trafficking in 
Persons, Especially Women and Children, which was established by the Global Plan 
of Action. 
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64/293. United Nations Global Plan of Action to Combat
Trafficking in Persons

The General Assembly,

Guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations,
and reaffirming its role under the Charter, including on issues related to 
development, peace and security and human rights,

Reiterating its strong condemnation of trafficking in persons, especially 
women and children, which constitutes a serious threat to human dignity, human 
rights and development,

Recognizing that poverty, unemployment, lack of socio-economic opportunities,
gender-based violence, discrimination and marginalization are some of the 
contributing factors that make persons vulnerable to trafficking in persons,

Recalling the United Nations Millennium Declaration adopted on 8 September 
2000,1 in which Member States resolved to intensify efforts to fight transnational 
crime in all its dimensions, including trafficking in human beings,

Recalling also the 2005 World Summit Outcome adopted by the General 
Assembly on 16 September 2005,2 noting that trafficking in persons continues to 
pose a serious challenge to humanity and requires a concerted international 
response, and urging all States to devise, enforce and strengthen effective measures 
to combat and eliminate all forms of trafficking in persons in order to counter the 
demand for trafficked victims and to protect them,

Reaffirming its resolution 55/25 of 15 November 2000, by which it adopted the 
United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime3 and the Protocol 
to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and 
Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational 
Organized Crime,4 and recalling other related conventions and instruments, such as 

_______________
1 See resolution 55/2.
2 See resolution 60/1.
3 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2225, No. 39574.
4 Ibid., vol. 2237, No. 39574.
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the Forced Labour Convention, 1930 (No. 29) and the Worst Forms of Child Labour 
Convention, 1999 (No. 182) of the International Labour Organization, the 
Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade, and 
Institutions and Practices Similar to Slavery,5 the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child6 and the Optional Protocols thereto on the sale of children, child prostitution 
and child pornography7 and on the involvement of children in armed conflict,8 and 
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,9

Recognizing the crucial importance of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and 
Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, which entered into 
force on 25 December 2003 and provided for the first time an internationally agreed 
definition of the crime of trafficking in persons, aimed at the prevention of 
trafficking in persons, protection of its victims and prosecution of its perpetrators,

Recalling all General Assembly resolutions on measures to eliminate 
trafficking in persons, including resolutions 61/180 of 20 December 2006, 63/194 of 
18 December 2008 and 64/178 of 18 December 2009 on improving the coordination 
of efforts against trafficking in persons, resolution 61/144 of 19 December 2006 on 
trafficking in women and girls, and resolution 58/137 of 22 December 2003 on 
strengthening international cooperation in preventing and combating trafficking in 
persons and protecting victims of such trafficking,

Reaffirming Commission on Human Rights decision 2004/110 of 19 April 
2004,10 by which the Commission appointed the Special Rapporteur on trafficking 
in persons, especially women and children, to highlight the importance of a 
victim-centred, rights-based approach to combating trafficking in persons, 
especially women and children, Human Rights Council resolution 6/14 of 
28 September 2007,11 by which the Council appointed the Special Rapporteur on 
contemporary forms of slavery, including its causes and consequences, 
Commission on Human Rights resolution 1990/68 of 7 March 1990,12 by which the 
Commission appointed the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child 
prostitution and child pornography, and General Assembly resolution 62/141 of 
18 December 2007, in which the Assembly requested the Secretary-General to 
appoint a Special Representative on violence against children, and noting the 
appointment of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on sexual 
violence in conflict,

Recalling that, pursuant to the request of the Economic and Social Council in 
resolution 2006/27 of 27 July 2006 on strengthening international cooperation in 
preventing and combating trafficking in persons and protecting victims of such 
trafficking, reinforced by the General Assembly in resolution 61/180, on improving 
the coordination of efforts against trafficking in persons, the Inter-Agency 

_______________
5 Ibid., vol. 266, No. 3822.
6 Ibid., vol. 1577, No. 27531.
7 Ibid., vol. 2171, No. 27531.
8 Ibid., vol. 2173, No. 27531.
9 Ibid., vol. 1249, No. 20378.
10 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2004, Supplement No. 3 (E/2004/23), chap. II, 
sect. B.
11 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-third Session, Supplement No. 53 (A/63/53), chap. I, 
sect. A.
12 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1990, Supplement No. 2 and corrigendum 
(E/1990/22 and Corr.1), chap. II, sect. A.
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Coordination Group against Trafficking in Persons was established to foster 
coordination and cooperation among relevant United Nations agencies and other 
international organizations involved in combating human trafficking,

Recognizing that the launching in March 2007 of the United Nations Global 
Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking by the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime, in partnership with the International Labour Organization, the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, the United Nations 
Children’s Fund, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe and the 
International Organization for Migration, and the Vienna Forum to Fight Human 
Trafficking, held from 13 to 15 February 2008, provided all anti-trafficking actors, 
including the United Nations, Governments and civil society organizations, with a 
global forum to share their respective experiences and further highlighted the need 
collectively to address human trafficking in a multifaceted and holistic manner,

Recalling the thematic debate on human trafficking held by the General 
Assembly on 3 June 2008, which gave Member States a forum for discussion 
concentrating on the three Ps, prevention, protection and prosecution, and the 
interactive thematic dialogue on the theme “Taking collective action to end human 
trafficking”, held by the Assembly on 13 May 2009, which underlined the 
importance of strengthening collective action by Member States and other 
stakeholders, including regional and international organizations, non-governmental 
organizations, the private sector and the media,

Recognizing the importance of the Conference of the Parties to the United 
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, which was established 
to improve the capacity of States parties to combat transnational organized crime 
and to promote and review the implementation of the Convention and the Protocol 
to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and 
Children,

Recognizing also decisions 1/5 of 7 July 2004, 2/3 of 20 October 2005, 3/3 of 
18 October 2006 and 4/4 of 17 October 2008 concerning the implementation of the 
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women 
and Children, adopted by the Conference of the Parties to the Convention,13

Recalling relevant subregional, regional and cross-regional mechanisms and 
initiatives, such as the Arab Initiative for Building National Capacities to Combat 
Human Trafficking: the Doha Founding Forum; the Asia-Europe Meeting Action 
Plan to Combat Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children; the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations Declaration against Trafficking in Persons, 
Particularly Women and Children; the Bali Process on People Smuggling, 
Trafficking in Persons and Related Transnational Crime; the Black Sea Economic 
Cooperation Organization Action Plan on Cooperation in Combating Crime, in 
particular in Its Organized Forms; the Council of the Baltic Sea States Task Force 
against Trafficking in Human Beings; the Commonwealth of Independent States 
Agreement on Cooperation in Combating Trafficking in Persons, Human Organs and 
Tissues; the Central American Coalition against Trafficking in Persons; the 
Coordinated Mekong Ministerial Initiative against Trafficking; the Council of 
Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings; the Declaration 
on the Fight against Trafficking in Persons of the Economic Community of West 

_______________
13 See CTOC/COP/2004/6, chap. I, CTOC/COP/2005/8, chap. I, CTOC/COP/2006/14, chap. I, and 
CTOC/COP/2008/19, chap. I.
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African States; the Joint Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons, 
Especially Women and Children, of the Economic Community of West African 
States and the Economic Community of Central African States; the Manama 
International Conference on Human Trafficking at the Crossroads: the Private-Public 
Partnership to Fight Human Trafficking; the Southern Common Market 
(MERCOSUR) Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons; the Organization 
of American States Work Plan to Combat Trafficking in Persons in the Western 
Hemisphere; the Ouagadougou Action Plan to Combat Trafficking in Human 
Beings, Especially Women and Children; the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe Action Plan to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings; the 
Plan of Action of the Regional Conference on Migration; the South Asian 
Association for Regional Cooperation Convention on Preventing and Combating 
Trafficking in Women and Children for Prostitution; the Stability Pact for 
South-Eastern Europe Task Force on Trafficking in Human Beings, of the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe; and the Stockholm Programme 
for 2010–2014 of the European Union and its Action Plan setting up priorities in the
field of justice and home affairs and establishing an anti-trafficking coordinator,

Recognizing the need to develop a global plan of action against trafficking in 
persons that will:

(a) Promote universal ratification of the United Nations Convention against 
Transnational Organized Crime and the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish 
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, as well as other relevant 
international instruments that address trafficking in persons, and reinforce the 
implementation of existing instruments against trafficking in persons,

(b) Help Member States to reinforce their political commitments and legal 
obligations to prevent and combat trafficking in persons,

(c) Promote comprehensive, coordinated and consistent responses, at the 
national, regional and international levels, to counter trafficking in persons,

(d) Promote a human rights-based, gender- and age-sensitive approach in 
addressing all factors that make people vulnerable to trafficking in persons and 
strengthening the criminal justice response, which are necessary to prevent 
trafficking in persons, protect its victims and prosecute its perpetrators,

(e) Raise awareness within the United Nations system and also among States 
and other stakeholders, such as the private sector, civil society and the international 
and national mass media, and the public at large,

(f) Foster cooperation and coordination among all relevant stakeholders, 
including Member States, international organizations, civil society organizations 
and the private sector, and within various entities of the United Nations system, 
taking into account existing best practices and lessons learned,

1. Adopts the present resolution and its annex as the United Nations Global 
Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons;

2. Decides to formally launch the Plan of Action at a one-day, high-level 
meeting of the General Assembly, and urges Member States, the United Nations and 
other international, regional and subregional organizations as well as civil society, 
including non-governmental organizations, the private sector and the media, to fully 
and effectively implement the relevant provisions of the Plan of Action and the 
activities outlined therein;
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3. Urges Member States that have not yet done so to consider ratifying or 
acceding to, as a matter of priority, the United Nations Convention against 
Transnational Organized Crime3 and the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish 
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United 
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime,4 taking into 
consideration the central role of those instruments in the fight against trafficking in 
persons, and also urges States parties to those instruments to implement them fully 
and effectively;

4. Decides to establish, in accordance with paragraph 38 of the annex to the 
present resolution, the United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund for Victims of Trafficking 
in Persons, Especially Women and Children, and requests the Secretary-General to 
take all necessary measures for its effective operation, and acknowledges previous 
and ongoing contributions to other funding sources that support efforts to combat 
trafficking in persons;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to include a section on the 
implementation by the United Nations system of the Plan of Action, within already 
existing reporting obligations to the General Assembly under the item on crime 
prevention and criminal justice; 

6. Decides to appraise in 2013 the progress achieved in the implementation 
of the Plan of Action, and requests the Secretary-General to take all necessary 
measures in that regard;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to present proposals to finance the 
staffing and programmatic requirements of the Secretariat necessary to strengthen 
the capacity of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime as described in the 
Plan of Action through a reallocation of resources in the context of the proposed
programme budget for the biennium 2012–2013.

109th plenary meeting
30 July 2010

Annex
United Nations Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in 
Persons

We, the States Members of the United Nations, reaffirm our commitments to 
end the heinous crime of trafficking in persons, especially women and children, 
express our determination to prevent and combat trafficking in persons, protect and 
assist victims of trafficking in persons, prosecute crimes of trafficking in persons 
and promote partnerships to strengthen coordination and cooperation, and resolve to 
translate our political will into concrete actions by adopting an action plan to:

1. Consistently and strongly condemn trafficking in persons, which constitutes a 
criminal activity violating human dignity and has negative effects on development, 
peace and security and human rights;

2. Recognize that “trafficking in persons” shall mean the recruitment, 
transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or 
use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the 
abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of 
payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another 
person, for the purpose of exploitation, which includes, at a minimum, the 
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exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation, 
forced labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the 
removal of organs, as set forth in the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish 
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United 
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (hereinafter referred to 
as “the Trafficking Protocol”);4

3. Ensure that the promotion and protection of the human rights of victims of 
trafficking in persons, the prevention of trafficking in persons by addressing the social,
economic, cultural, political and other contributing factors and the strengthening of 
the criminal justice response are at the centre of all efforts to prevent and combat 
trafficking in persons and to protect, assist and provide redress to victims;

4. Take urgent action to prevent trafficking in persons, protect its victims and 
prosecute its perpetrators and strengthen partnerships to these ends by promoting 
and considering, as a priority, ratifying or acceding to the United Nations 
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime3 and the Trafficking Protocol, as 
well as other relevant international instruments, including the Forced Labour 
Convention, 1930 (No. 29) and the Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 
(No. 182) of the International Labour Organization, the Supplementary Convention 
on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade, and Institutions and Practices Similar 
to Slavery,5 the Convention on the Rights of the Child6 and the Optional Protocols
thereto on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography7 and on the 
involvement of children in armed conflict,8 and the Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women;9

5. Recognize that, in accordance with article 32 of the United Nations 
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, the Conference of the Parties to 
the Convention is established to improve the capacity of States parties to promote 
and review the implementation of the Convention, including the Trafficking 
Protocol, and take note of ongoing initiatives aimed at exploring options regarding 
an appropriate and effective mechanism to assist the Conference of the Parties in the 
review of the implementation of the Convention;

6. Take into account the activities and recommendations of the open-ended 
interim Working Group on Trafficking in Persons established by the Conference of 
the Parties to the Convention;

7. Support the Human Rights Council and contribute to its work on the question 
of the promotion and protection of human rights for all in the fight against 
trafficking in persons;

8. Support the role and mandates of the Special Rapporteurs on trafficking in 
persons, especially women and children, on contemporary forms of slavery, 
including its causes and consequences, on violence against women, its causes and 
consequences, and on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, 
the Special Representatives of the Secretary-General on violence against children
and on sexual violence in conflict, and other relevant special rapporteurs and 
representatives. The mandate holders should assist States by offering concrete 
advice, liaising with the United Nations and regional organizations and reporting on 
these issues;

9. Reaffirm the central role of the work of the United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime in the global fight against trafficking in persons, particularly in providing 
technical assistance to implement the Convention and the Trafficking Protocol, by 
making use of existing capacity-building tools, lessons learned and expertise 
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available in international organizations, including the International Framework for 
Action to Implement the Trafficking in Persons Protocol;14

10. Reaffirm the important work of the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, the United Nations Children’s Fund, the 
International Labour Organization and the International Organization for Migration 
in the global fight against trafficking in persons;

11. Strongly urge all responsible United Nations entities to coordinate their efforts 
to fight trafficking in persons effectively and to protect the human rights of its
victims, including by means of the Inter-Agency Coordination Group against 
Trafficking in Persons and the United Nations Global Initiative to Fight Human 
Trafficking;

I. Prevention of trafficking in persons

12. Address the social, economic, cultural, political and other factors that make 
people vulnerable to trafficking in persons, such as poverty, unemployment, 
inequality, humanitarian emergencies, including armed conflicts and natural 
disasters, sexual violence, gender discrimination, social exclusion and 
marginalization, as well as a culture of tolerance towards violence against women, 
youth and children;

13. Make a commitment to address all forms of trafficking in persons wherever 
they occur;

14. Mainstream the issue of trafficking in persons into the broader policies and 
programmes of the United Nations aimed at addressing economic and social 
development, human rights, the rule of law, good governance, education and natural 
disaster and post-conflict reconstruction;

15. Adopt and implement comprehensive policies and programmes at the national 
level and, as appropriate, at the subregional and regional levels to prevent all forms 
of trafficking in persons that are in line with relevant policies and programmes on 
migration, education, employment, gender equality, empowerment of women and 
crime prevention, in accordance with relevant international human rights 
instruments;

16. Conduct research and collect suitably disaggregated data that would enable 
proper analysis of the nature and extent of trafficking in persons;

17. Develop or strengthen processes for the identification of victims, such as those 
developed, inter alia, by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and other 
organizations, including appropriate and non-discriminatory measures that help to 
identify victims of trafficking in persons among vulnerable populations;

18. Promote awareness-raising campaigns aimed at persons at risk of being 
trafficked and at the general public through education and the effective involvement 
of the mass media, non-governmental organizations, the private sector and 
community leaders with a view to discouraging the demand that fosters the 
exploitation of persons, especially women and children, and that leads to trafficking, 
and collect and disseminate best practices on the implementation of those 
campaigns;

_______________
14 Available from www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/publications.html.

www.
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19. Stress the role of education in raising awareness about the prevention of 
trafficking in persons, and promote education, in particular human rights education, 
and human rights learning as a sustainable way of preventing trafficking in persons;

20. Reinforce efforts regarding the provision of identity documents, such as the 
registration of births, in order to lower the risk of being trafficked and to help to 
identify victims of trafficking in persons;

21. Increase and support prevention efforts in countries of origin, transit and 
destination by focusing on the demand that fosters all forms of trafficking and the 
goods and services produced as a result of trafficking in persons;

22. Adopt and implement specific measures at the national level to combat 
trafficking for labour exploitation and strive to educate consumers on those measures;

23. Strengthen or continue to strengthen the capacity of law enforcement, 
immigration, education, social welfare, labour and other relevant officials in the 
prevention of trafficking in persons, taking into account the need to respect human 
rights and child- and gender-sensitive issues, and encourage cooperation, where 
appropriate, with civil society, non-governmental organizations and other relevant 
organizations;

24. Encourage the United Nations to intensify its work with Member States and 
relevant international, regional and subregional organizations to identify and share 
best practices to prevent trafficking in persons;

II. Protection of and assistance to victims of trafficking in persons

25. Reaffirm that the promotion and protection of human rights for all and 
effective measures to respond to trafficking in persons are complementary and 
mutually reinforcing;

26. Stress the need to promote and protect the rights of victims of trafficking in 
persons and to reintegrate victims into the community by taking into account the 
Recommended Principles and Guidelines on Human Rights and Human Trafficking 
developed by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights 15  and the Guidelines on the Protection of Child Victims of Trafficking 
developed by the United Nations Children’s Fund;16

27. Ensure that victims of trafficking in persons are treated as victims of crime and 
that national legislation effectively criminalizes all forms of trafficking;

28. Review existing national services available to victims of trafficking in persons, 
consistent with the Convention and the Trafficking Protocol, strengthen those 
services where needed, and support the establishment or strengthening of 
appropriate referral mechanisms;

29. Strengthen or continue to strengthen the capacity of relevant officials likely to 
encounter and identify possible victims of trafficking in persons, such as law 
enforcement personnel, border control officers, labour inspectors, consular or 
embassy officials, judges and prosecutors and peacekeepers, and ensure the 
availability of needed resources to the relevant sectors and institutions, including 
those of civil society;

_______________
15 E/2002/68/Add.1.
16 Available from www.unicef.org/ceecis/0610-Unicef_Victims_Guidelines_en.pdf.

www.
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30. Urge Governments to take all appropriate measures to ensure that identified 
victims of trafficking in persons are not penalized for having been trafficked and 
that they do not suffer from victimization as a result of actions taken by Government 
authorities;

31. Protect the privacy and identity and ensure the safety of victims of trafficking 
in persons before, during and after criminal proceedings and protect immediate 
family members and witnesses, as appropriate, from retaliation by traffickers by 
ensuring their safety in accordance with articles 24 and 25 of the Convention;

32. Provide assistance and services for the physical, psychological and social 
recovery and rehabilitation of trafficked persons, in cooperation with 
non-governmental organizations and other relevant organizations and sectors of civil 
society;

33. Urge States parties to consider adopting legislative or other appropriate 
measures that permit victims of trafficking in persons to remain in their territory, 
temporarily or permanently, in appropriate cases, consistent with the Convention 
and the Trafficking Protocol;

34. Ensure that countries of origin accept back their nationals who are victims of 
trafficking in persons and guarantee that such return is conducted with due regard 
for safety and shall preferably be voluntary, consistent with the Convention and the 
Trafficking Protocol;

35. Adopt labour laws in countries of origin, transit and destination which provide 
legal rights and protections for workers that would limit their risk of being 
trafficked;

36. Provide specialized services to identified victims of trafficking in persons, 
consistent with the Convention and the Trafficking Protocol and other relevant 
instruments, including access to health services, such as access to prevention, 
treatment, care and support services for HIV and AIDS and other blood-borne and 
communicable diseases for those victims of trafficking in persons that have been 
sexually exploited, taking into account the fact that human trafficking for the 
purposes of sexual exploitation has serious, immediate and long-term implications 
for health, including sexual and reproductive health;

37. Provide appropriate assistance and protection in the best interest of the child to 
child victims of trafficking in persons or to those at risk of being trafficked, 
including through appropriate services and measures for the physical and 
psychological well-being of child victims of trafficking in persons and for their 
education, rehabilitation and reintegration, in coordination with existing child 
protection systems;

38. Establish the United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund for Victims of Trafficking 
in Persons, Especially Women and Children, to provide humanitarian, legal and 
financial aid to victims of trafficking in persons through established channels of 
assistance, such as governmental, intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations, which shall operate as a subsidiary fund of the United Nations Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice Fund managed by the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime, and shall be administered in accordance with the Financial 
Regulations and Rules of the United Nations17 and other relevant provisions, with 

_______________
17 ST/SGB/2003/7.
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the advice of a board of trustees composed of five persons with relevant experience 
in the field of trafficking in persons who shall be appointed with due regard to 
equitable geographical distribution by the Secretary-General in consultation with 
Member States and with the Executive Director of the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime;

39. Adopt measures to ensure that victims of trafficking in persons can seek 
compensation for the damage suffered, consistent with the Convention and the 
Trafficking Protocol;

40. Acknowledge the important role of civil society organizations in providing 
assistance and empowerment to victims of trafficking in persons, helping them to 
seek redress and facilitating the care of and provision of appropriate services to 
victims, including close cooperation and coordination with law enforcement 
officials;

41. Ensure that domestic legal or administrative systems include measures to 
provide information to victims of trafficking in persons, in a language they 
understand, regarding their legal rights and the relevant court and administrative 
proceedings and facilitate their access to assistance in order to enable their views 
and concerns to be presented and considered at appropriate stages of such 
proceedings against offenders in a manner not prejudicial to the rights of the 
defence, consistent with the Convention and the Trafficking Protocol;

42. Provide victims of trafficking in persons with an adequate period of time to 
recover and the opportunity to consult with appropriate advisers to assist in 
decision-making regarding cooperation with law enforcement and their participation 
in judicial proceedings;

III. Prosecution of crimes of trafficking in persons

43. Implement all relevant legal instruments that criminalize trafficking in 
persons, including by:

(a) Prosecuting crimes of trafficking in persons that encompass all forms of 
exploitation and enacting, enforcing and strengthening legislation that criminalizes 
all trafficking in persons, especially women and children;

(b) Adopting legislation and other measures, as necessary, to establish as 
criminal offences attempting to commit an offence, participating as an accomplice 
in an offence and organizing or directing other persons to commit an offence, as set 
out in the Trafficking Protocol, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women, the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the 
Optional Protocols thereto and other relevant instruments, as applicable;

(c) Combating and prosecuting organized criminal groups engaged in 
trafficking in persons;

44. Ensure the liability of all categories of perpetrators of trafficking in persons, 
including the liability of legal persons and entities, as appropriate, in line with 
relevant international instruments;

45. Enhance efforts to investigate alleged cases of trafficking, strengthen means to 
combat trafficking, prosecute perpetrators, including through more systematic use of 
freezing assets for the purpose of eventual confiscation, in accordance with the 
provisions of article 12 of the United Nations Convention against Transnational 
Organized Crime, and ensure that penalties are proportionate to the gravity of the 
crime;
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46. Make use of the available technical assistance provided to strengthen the 
criminal justice response to trafficking in persons, including by the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime;

47. Investigate, prosecute and punish corrupt public officials who engage in or 
facilitate trafficking in persons and promote a zero-tolerance policy against those 
corrupt officials, consistent with the United Nations Convention against 
Corruption18 and the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized 
Crime;

48. Strengthen or continue to strengthen coordination and cooperation among 
States in combating crimes that might be connected with trafficking in persons,
including money-laundering, corruption, smuggling of migrants and all forms of 
organized crime;

49. Encourage the law enforcement, immigration, border patrol or other relevant 
authorities of concerned States to cooperate with one another by exchanging 
information with full respect for domestic laws, such as data protection laws, and 
continue to promote cooperation among countries of origin, transit and destination 
in order to enhance investigations, prosecutions and detection of trafficking 
networks;

IV. Strengthening of partnerships against trafficking in persons

50. Recognize that capacity-building is a very important component in combating 
trafficking in persons and encourage and enhance coordination and coherence within 
the United Nations system;

51. Encourage effective cooperation and coordination of efforts at the national, 
bilateral, subregional, regional and international levels, especially among countries 
of origin, transit and destination, and take advantage of the networks provided by 
relevant organizations to share best practices in capacity-building for responding to 
and combating trafficking in persons, while stressing the importance of mutual legal 
assistance efforts and the exchange of information with full respect for domestic 
laws, such as data protection laws, including operational information, programmes 
and best practices in supplementing the Convention and the work done by the 
Conference of the Parties to the Convention;

52. Conclude and implement mutual legal assistance and extradition agreements, 
where appropriate, to apprehend and prosecute perpetrators of trafficking in persons, 
in accordance with the relevant provisions of national and international law, 
including the Convention;

53. Promote cooperation and coordination among governmental institutions, civil 
society and the private sector, including the media, as well as workers’ and employers’ 
organizations, to strengthen prevention and protection policies and programmes;

54. Strengthen cooperation among law enforcement agencies, regionally and 
internationally;

55. Intensify international, regional and subregional cooperation to combat 
trafficking in persons, as well as technical assistance for countries of origin, transit
and destination aimed at strengthening their ability to prevent all forms of 
trafficking in persons;

_______________
18 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2349, No. 42146.
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56. Strengthen and support the Inter-Agency Coordination Group against 
Trafficking in Persons in order to improve coordination and cooperation among 
relevant United Nations bodies, including the human rights treaty bodies and 
mechanisms, and other international organizations;

57. Encourage the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, other agencies, 
funds and programmes of the United Nations system and international and regional 
organizations to continue to assist Member States, upon request, to strengthen 
policymaking, legislative arrangements, border control and law enforcement 
cooperation, public awareness campaigns and capacity-building and to exchange 
and build upon best practices in assisting victims of trafficking in persons;

58. Further encourage agencies, funds and programmes of the United Nations 
system to continue to improve the coherence and efficiency of technical assistance 
delivery in the field of trafficking in persons, in accordance with the 
recommendations of the Open-ended Intergovernmental Working Group of 
Governmental Experts on Technical Assistance established by the Conference of the 
Parties to the Convention;

59. Urge the Secretary-General to expedite the strengthening of the Inter-Agency 
Coordination Group against Trafficking in Persons under the coordination of the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in order to ensure overall organization 
and coherence in the efforts of the United Nations system to respond to trafficking 
in persons;

60.  Request the Secretary-General, as a matter of priority, to strengthen the 
capacity of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to collect information 
and report biennially, starting in 2012, on patterns and flows of trafficking in 
persons at the national, regional and international levels in a balanced, reliable and 
comprehensive manner, in close cooperation and collaboration with Member States, 
and share best practices and lessons learned from various initiatives and 
mechanisms;

61. Encourage Member States to consider making voluntary contributions to the 
work of the United Nations in combating human trafficking, and to explore 
additional sources of funding in this regard, including reaching out to the private 
sector for contributions.
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 The General Assembly, 

 Reiterating its concern that, despite sustained measures taken at the 
international, regional and national levels, trafficking in persons remains one of the 
grave challenges facing the international community, which also impairs the 
enjoyment of human rights and needs a more concerted collective and comprehensive 
international response, 

 Recalling the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized 
Crime1 and the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, 
Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention 
against Transnational Organized Crime,2 which provided the definition of the crime 
of trafficking in persons, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography3 and the 
Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade, and 
Institutions and Practices Similar to Slavery,4 

 Recalling also its resolution 64/178 of 18 December 2009 on improving the 
coordination of efforts against trafficking in persons and other relevant General 
Assembly resolutions on trafficking in persons and other contemporary forms of 
slavery,5 

 Reaffirming its resolution 64/293 of 30 July 2010 on the United Nations 
Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons, 

 Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 2008/33 of 25 July 2008 on 
strengthening coordination of the United Nations and other efforts in fighting 
trafficking in persons and previous Council resolutions on trafficking in persons, 

_______________ 
1 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2225, No. 39574. 
2 Ibid., vol. 2237, No. 39574. 
3 Ibid., vol. 2171, No. 27531. 
4 Ibid., vol. 266, No. 3822. 
5 Resolutions 55/67, 58/137, 59/166, 61/144, 61/180, 63/156 and 63/194. 
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 Affirming Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice resolution 
20/3 of 15 April 2011, entitled “Implementation of the United Nations Global Plan 
of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons”,6 

 Affirming also Human Rights Council resolution 20/1 of 5 July 2012, entitled 
“Trafficking in persons, especially women and children: access to effective 
remedies for trafficked persons and their right to an effective remedy for human 
rights violations”,7 and other relevant Council resolutions on trafficking in persons,8 

 Recognizing that, in accordance with the United Nations Convention against 
Transnational Organized Crime, the Conference of the Parties to the Convention is 
established to improve the capacity of States parties to combat transnational 
organized crime and to promote and review the implementation of the Convention, 
including the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, 
Especially Women and Children, by facilitating the development and exchange of 
relevant information, programmes and practices and by cooperating with relevant 
international and regional organizations and non-governmental organizations, and 
recognizing also that each State party shall provide the Conference of the Parties 
with information on its programmes, plans and practices, as well as legislative and 
administrative measures to implement the Convention, 

 Recognizing also the importance of bilateral, subregional, regional and 
international cooperation mechanisms and initiatives, including information exchanges 
on good practices, of Governments and intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations to address the problem of trafficking in persons, especially women and 
children, 

 Recognizing further that broad international cooperation between Member 
States and relevant intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations is 
essential for effectively countering the threat of trafficking in persons and other 
contemporary forms of slavery, 

 Recognizing that victims of trafficking are often subject to multiple forms of 
discrimination and violence, including on the grounds of gender, age, disability, 
ethnicity, culture and religion, as well as national or social origin, and that these 
forms of discrimination may themselves fuel trafficking in persons, and that women 
and children without nationality or without birth registration are particularly 
vulnerable to trafficking in persons, 

 Recognizing also the important role of the Inter-Agency Coordination Group 
against Trafficking in Persons in fostering coordination and cooperation in the 
global fight against trafficking in persons, in particular the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the 
United Nations Children’s Fund, the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and 
the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women), the International Labour Organization, 
the International Organization for Migration and other intergovernmental 
organizations, within their existing mandates, 

_______________ 
6 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 2011, Supplement No. 10 (E/2011/30), chap. I, 
sect. D.  
7 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-seventh Session, Supplement No. 53 and corrigendum 
(A/67/53 and Corr.1), chap. IV, sect. A. 
8 Human Rights Council resolutions 8/12, 11/3, 14/2 and 17/1.  
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 Recognizing further the need to continue fostering a global partnership against 
trafficking in persons and other contemporary forms of slavery and the need to 
continue to work towards an enhanced comprehensive and coordinated approach to 
prevent and combat trafficking and to protect and assist victims of trafficking in 
persons through the appropriate national, regional and international mechanisms, 

 Stressing the need to promote and protect the rights of victims of trafficking in 
persons and to reintegrate victims into the community by taking into account the 
Recommended Principles and Guidelines on Human Rights and Human Trafficking9 
and the commentary thereon developed by the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, as well as the Guidelines on the Protection of 
Child Victims of Trafficking developed by the United Nations Children’s Fund, 

 Recognizing that poverty, unemployment, lack of socioeconomic opportunities, 
gender-based violence, discrimination and marginalization are some of the 
contributing factors that make persons vulnerable to trafficking in persons, 

 Recognizing also that the ongoing global economic crises and increasing 
inequalities and social exclusion and their consequences are likely to further 
aggravate the conditions that render people and communities vulnerable to 
trafficking in persons and the smuggling of migrants, 

 Affirming that capacity-building is a very important component in combating 
trafficking in persons, and in this regard stressing the need to intensify international 
cooperation to combat trafficking in persons, as well as technical assistance for 
countries aimed at strengthening their ability to prevent all forms of trafficking, 
including supporting their development programmes, 

 Aware of the need to raise public awareness with the aim of eliminating the 
demand for trafficking in persons, in particular for the purpose of sexual 
exploitation and forced labour, 

 Reaffirming the commitment made by world leaders at the Millennium 
Summit, the 2005 World Summit and the high-level plenary meeting of the General 
Assembly on the Millennium Development Goals, held in 2010, to devise, enforce 
and strengthen effective measures to combat and eliminate all forms of trafficking in 
persons, to counter the demand for trafficked victims and to protect the victims, 

 Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of 
the mandates of the United Nations crime prevention and criminal justice 
programme, with particular reference to the technical cooperation activities of the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime,10 which focuses, inter alia, on issues of 
trafficking in persons, 

 Welcoming the report of the Special Rapporteur of the Human Rights Council 
on trafficking in persons, especially women and children,11 

 Taking note of the outcomes of the sixth session of the Conference of the Parties 
to the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, held in 
Vienna from 15 to 19 October 2012,12 and the outcomes of the fourth session of the 
Working Group on Trafficking in Persons, held in Vienna from 10 to 12 October 2011,13 

_______________ 
9 E/2002/68/Add.1. 
10 A/67/156. 
11 A/67/261. 
12 See CTOC/COP/2012/15. 
13 See CTOC/COP/WG.4/2011/8. 
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 Reaffirming the importance of humanitarian, legal and financial aid to victims 
of trafficking in persons, including through governmental, intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations, including the United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund 
for Victims of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, established 
in compliance with the United Nations Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking 
in Persons, as well as the United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund on Contemporary 
Forms of Slavery, 

 Welcoming the interactive dialogue of the General Assembly on the theme 
“Fighting human trafficking: partnership and innovation to end violence against 
women and girls”, held in New York on 3 April 2012, which provided an 
opportunity for Member States, international organizations, civil society and the 
private sector to unite as one in the global fight against trafficking in persons, 

 Welcoming also the signing, ratification and accession by a number of Member 
States in the period from 2010 to 2012 to the United Nations Convention against 
Transnational Organized Crime, which brings the number of parties to 172, and the 
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women 
and Children, which brings the number of parties to 153, 

 1. Affirms that trafficking in persons violates and impairs the enjoyment of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms and requires a concerted international 
assessment and response and genuine multilateral cooperation among countries of 
origin, transit and destination for its eradication; 

 2. Urges Member States that have not yet done so to consider ratifying or 
acceding to, as a matter of priority, the United Nations Convention against 
Transnational Organized Crime1 and the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish 
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United 
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime,2 taking into consideration 
the central role of those instruments in the fight against trafficking in persons, and 
also urges States parties to those instruments to implement them fully and effectively; 

 3. Also urges Member States that have not yet done so to sign and ratify or 
accede to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the 
sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography,3 the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,14 the Supplementary 
Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade, and Institutions and 
Practices Similar to Slavery,4 and the Forced Labour Convention, 1930 (No. 29),15 
the Abolition of Forced Labour Convention, 1957 (No. 105)16 and the Worst Forms 
of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182),17  of the International Labour 
Organization, and also urges States parties to those instruments to implement them 
fully and effectively; 

 4. Notes with appreciation the steps taken by human rights treaty bodies 
and the Special Rapporteur of the Human Rights Council on trafficking in persons, 
especially women and children, the Special Rapporteur of the Council on violence 
against women, its causes and consequences, the Special Representative of the 
Secretary-General on Violence against Children, the Special Rapporteur of the 
Council on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography and the 

_______________ 
14 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1249, No. 20378.  
15 Ibid., vol. 39, No. 612. 
16 Ibid., vol. 320, No. 4648. 
17 Ibid., vol. 2133, No. 37245. 
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Special Rapporteur of the Council on contemporary forms of slavery, including its 
causes and consequences, and United Nations agencies and other concerned 
intergovernmental and governmental organizations, within their existing mandates, 
as well as civil society, to address the serious crime of trafficking in persons, and 
encourages them to continue doing so and to share their knowledge and best 
practices as widely as possible; 

 5. Calls upon Governments to continue their efforts to criminalize 
trafficking in persons in all its forms, including for labour exploitation and sexual 
exploitation of children, to take measures to criminalize child sex tourism, to 
condemn the practice of trafficking in persons and to investigate, prosecute, 
condemn and penalize traffickers and intermediaries while providing protection and 
assistance to the victims of trafficking with full respect for their human rights, and 
invites Member States to continue to support those United Nations agencies and 
international organizations that are actively involved in victim protection; 

 6. Encourages all stakeholders, including the private sector, to strengthen 
the coordination of efforts to prevent and combat trafficking and to protect, assist 
and provide effective remedies to the victims of trafficking, including through the 
Inter-Agency Coordination Group against Trafficking in Persons and regional and 
bilateral initiatives that promote cooperation and collaboration; 

 7. Recognizes the importance of comparable data disaggregated by type of 
trafficking in persons, including sex and age, as well as of strengthening national 
capacity for gathering, analysing and reporting such data, and welcomes the efforts 
of the Inter-Agency Coordination Group, drawing on the comparative advantages of 
the respective agencies, to share information, experiences and good practices on 
anti-trafficking activities of the partner agencies with Governments, other 
international and regional organizations, non-governmental organizations and other 
relevant bodies; 

 8. Acknowledges the important work on data collection and analysis 
conducted by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime under its Global 
Programme against Trafficking in Human Beings, by the International Organization 
for Migration through its Global Counter-Trafficking Module database and by the 
International Labour Organization through its global database on forced labour, 
trafficking and slavery-like practice; 

 9. Reiterates its request to the Secretary-General to provide the United 
Nations crime prevention and criminal justice programme with sufficient resources 
for the full implementation of its mandates on combating trafficking in persons, in 
conformity with its high priorities, and to provide adequate support to the 
Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, and invites Member States 
to make voluntary contributions to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
for the purpose of providing assistance to Member States upon request; 

 10. Welcomes the work done by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
and expresses its full support for its activities in fighting trafficking in persons, and 
looks forward to the launch, within existing resources, of the report on global patterns 
in trafficking in persons, produced by the Office, as called for by the General Assembly 
in resolution 64/293, at United Nations Headquarters no later than January 2013; 

 11. Invites States and all other relevant stakeholders to continue contributing 
to the United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund for Victims of Trafficking in Persons, 
Especially Women and Children, and acknowledges previous and ongoing 
contributions to other funding sources that support efforts to combat trafficking  
in persons; 
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 12. Recalls its decision to conduct, in 2013, an appraisal of the progress 
achieved in the implementation of the United Nations Global Plan of Action to 
Combat Trafficking in Persons,18 and therefore decides to convene, within existing 
resources, a high-level meeting of the General Assembly at its sixty-seventh session, 
no later than July 2013, in order to assess achievements, gaps and challenges, 
including in the implementation of the relevant legal instruments; 

 13. Requests the Secretary-General, in close cooperation with Member 
States, to take all necessary measures to arrange the high-level meeting, and invites 
the President of the General Assembly to appoint two co-facilitators to assist him in 
conducting open-ended informal consultations with Member States with a view to 
determining the modalities of the meeting, including on the participation of 
international, regional and subregional organizations, as well as civil society, 
including non-governmental organizations, the private sector and the media, whose 
role is emphasized in the Global Plan of Action; 

 14. Requests the President of the General Assembly to prepare a summary of 
the high-level meeting; 

 15. Requests the Secretary-General to continue, within existing reporting 
obligations, the practice of including a section on the implementation by the United 
Nations system of the Global Plan of Action in his report to the General Assembly 
under the item on crime prevention and criminal justice, and further requests the 
Secretary-General to include therein a section on the implementation of the present 
resolution, bearing in mind the scope of previous reports on this issue.19 
 

60th plenary meeting 
20 December 2012 

 

_______________ 
18 Resolution 64/293. 
19 A/63/90, A/64/130 and A/65/113.  
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Mr. Secretary-General, 

Mr. Executive Director of UNODC,  

Your Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It gives me a great pleasure to welcome you to the High-level Meeting of the General Assembly on the 

Appraisal of the Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons. 

 

At the onset of my remarks, allow me to pay special tribute to the survivors, who are joining us here 

today. 

 

Their courage commands profound respect, and their fortitude should be a source of inspiration for us 

all. 

 

We highly appreciate your taking part in the afternoon panel discussions, together with some of the 

world’s foremost activists—men and women who have devoted their careers to bringing to an end this 

appalling form of modern-day slavery. 

 

I am indebted to our co-facilitators for this event, the Permanent Representative of Austria, H.E. Mr. 

Martin Sajdik, and the Permanent Representative of Cape Verde, H.E. Mr. Antonio Pedro Monteiro 

Lima. Gentlemen, I wholeheartedly thank you for your dedication and hard work. 

 

I would also like to acknowledge the essential role of UNODC, and its Executive Director Mr. Yury 

Fedotov, in helping us organize today’s meeting, and for their ongoing role in coordinating the 

international community’s response to human trafficking.  

 

Last but not least, I would also like to express my appreciation to Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon for 

his strong leadership in the fight against this heinous crime, and for his robust support for the 

implementation of the Plan of Action. 

 

 

Excellencies, 

 

Human trafficking has developed into a global criminal enterprise that generates an estimated 32 billion 

U.S. dollars in illicit revenue per year. 
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Today, perhaps as many as 25 million persons are victims of this barbarity. 

 

The Plan of Action was put in place by the General Assembly to bring it to an end. 

 

It was designed to enhance international coordination to protect and assist victims, prosecute alleged 

perpetrators, and strengthen relevant partnerships between governments, civil society, media, and the 

private sector. 

 

The Plan of Action also provides a framework for how the fight against human trafficking can be 

properly integrated into the UN’s longer-term comprehensive strategy. I believe this should become an 

integral part of the post-2015 sustainable development agenda, which will undoubtedly frame much of 

the UN’s work for decades to come. 

 

Excellencies, 

 

Virtually every nation across the globe has been exposed to this atrocious practice—whether as a 

country of origin, transit, or destination. 

 

Resolution 67/190, which was adopted last December, indicates that despite sustained measures taken 

at the international, regional and national levels, trafficking in persons remains one of the world’s 

grimmest challenges. 

 

This was also a central conclusion of the Interactive Dialogue on the Prevention of Human Trafficking, 

held in the General Assembly last April. 

 

It underscored the fact that a more concerted and comprehensive global response is required if we are 

to address what one victims’ rights advocate called a ‘pandemic’, in a more effective manner. 

 

Today’s high-level meeting provides us with an opportunity to examine how much progress has been 

achieved in building up the four pillars of the Plan of Action—namely Prevention, Protection, 

Prosecution, and Partnership—as well as explore ways to strengthen the role and capacity of UNODC 

in helping to implement it. 

 

Participants will also have a chance to present concrete ideas about how to improve international 

cooperation in this field. In addition, they will be able to consider how to improve the effectiveness of 

the Inter-Agency Coordination Group against Trafficking in Persons, which was established by this 

body during the 61st Session. 

 

As President of the General Assembly, allow me to extend an appeal not only to Member States, but 

also to philanthropic organizations as well as to the private sector, to increase their support for the UN 

Voluntary Trust Fund for Victims of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children. Created 

by the Secretary-General as a result of a General Assembly resolution, it provides indispensable 
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humanitarian, legal, and financial aid for those most directly affected by this modern-day version of 

slavery. 

 

Excellencies, 

 

I believe we must place the victims of human trafficking at the center of our work. 

 

No effort must be spared to bring to an end the servitude of millions, while helping the survivors 

rebuild their lives. 

 

To achieve this, law enforcement officials, border control officers, labor inspectors, consular and 

embassy officials, judges and prosecutors, as well as peacekeepers, must not only increase their 

vigilance, but be further sensitized to the needs of victims. They should also come to work more 

closely with social service providers and other care-givers. 

 

Excellencies, 

 

In the last few years, one hundred and fifty-four Member States have become party to the United 

Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Traffickers in Persons, especially Women and 

Children—the first global, legally-binding instrument on this critically important issue. 

 

I respectfully urge the Member States which have not yet done so to ratify it at the earliest opportunity.  

In coming to the end of my remarks, allow me to express my gratitude to Ms. Mira Sorvino, the UN’s 

Goodwill Ambassador against Human Trafficking, for her efforts to rid the world of this atrocious 

practice. 

 

On June 6th, 2012—two days before I was elected President of the General Assembly—I had the 

privilege of hearing her speak in this Great Hall, at the invitation of my predecessor as PGA, His 

Excellency Mr. Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser. 

 

She talked of the survivors she had met over the course of her work, recalling harrowing stories of their 

terrible ordeals. 

 

Near the end of her remarks, she made a heartfelt appeal to the audience: “I hope that all of you here 

present will generate a sea change in your own countries, and help bring human trafficking to an end in 

our lifetime.” 

 

Let us wholeheartedly support this earnest entreaty, and have it become our clarion call to action. 

 

Let us stand as one on this issue, and purge the globe of this horrendous affront to human dignity. 

 

Thank you for your attention. 
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Mr. President,

Three years ago we adopted the Global.Plan of Action, reaffirming our resolve to continue, our
, , -: 1 ;'',r ,I: .' . . \1:'

fight against human trafficking, as one;9.fthe most shameful n13nifestations of criminal activities. ,

It is indeed highly regrettable that,' a/'~iso con:fU~ed by the Global Report <onTrafficking in "
. :.~.'. . ' ,

Persons, trafficking in human beings is still estimated to be globally the fastest growin~ criminal·

activity in the world, which also resul~$ in gross violations of human rights and the dignity of the

victims, We therefore welcome the convening of this High Level Meeting, which gives all

opportunity to review the implementation of the Global Plan of Action. ,

Albania supported the establishment, i~ough the Global Plan of Action, of a Yoluntary Trust

Fund for Victims. which provides .for small grants to organizations helping survivors of
. :". . . '. .

trafficking in persons. As one of the: countriesin whichfrontline NGOs have benefited from the ".

Trust Fund, we invite Me~ber State~ to continue their contribution to the Fulid. 'As one of the ;',

key outcomes of the CJIobal Plan ofAction, w~ would like to also thank the WODC for the

comprehensive Global Report. on Jr~ffick1ng iti Persons released last December. The report
,'~ , ':. ;': " '<. ':': '" i ", .: ',"':';_"" ; .' "

rightly points out several positive asp'~ci$on the progress made globally from the entry into force·

of the Palermo Protocol in 2003, such as the criminalisation of trafficking in line with the

Protocol, by now 134 countries. "

./"

We are however extremely concerned .on the worrying findings of the report concerning the

increase in child and girl victims; .which we believe ;represent a strong call for urgent action from
~;~:~ '. :..' : f " < .: '. ~.~ : .' •

the Member States, the United Nations, regional organisations, civil society and other

stakeholders. The Republic of Albap.i~,temains· strongly committed to the implementation of the

Palermo Protocol and the Council of Europe Convention on' Action against Trafficking in

Human Beings. ",'
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The Albanian legal system defines trafficking asbeing fir~t and foremost a violation of human

rights and an assault to the dignity and integrity of th~~human being. In line with the Palermo

Protocol and, the Coun~il of Europe Co~~~ntion our approach to trafficking is based on human

rights of the victims arid it focuses on prevention, prosecution of perpetrators and protection of

victims. With a view of addressing current trends in.'human tr.rl'ficking in a holistic and,
, i " ,'"

, consideration,

comprehensive way, the improvement of legal arid policy, framework is currently under further
, ," ,

"': '.':

Y/!/e are also aware that trafficking in human beings occurs both, within and across borders, the

latter including crossing sometimes many 'borders to 'reach the final destination. Trafficking in
, ".' ! ' ':", ,

human 'beings 'is often a transnational criminal activityperpetrated by organised networks which,
;',-

'typically, are mobile and adapt rapidly to change by redeploying. Collective actions are therefore
, ,

a must to: succ~ssfully combat, human trafficking arid we remain committed t? increasing

regional and international cooperation and also strengthen partnerships. In this context during

20 12 our law .enforcement. agencies .successfully conducted 11 joint operations with agencies
, , '

from several countries across Europe, all of which resulting in prosecution processes against the

perpetrators. Actual trends in the Republic ~f Albania .show that during 2012 there has been a

decline in the number of detected victims 'Oftrafficking; however there has been a significant

increase in the number of detected foreign citizens trying to illegally transit the country towards
" ' , !i

I

the countries of Western Europe. To tac~~.;the new trends.the Office; of the Coordinator against'
"".. ""~," ': - '~""'" -, ": t~: .,.c- , "", "

human trafficking is continuing the tr~rirIig of the .Border Police personnel, aiming at a

specialised timely detection of any possible victim of trafficking among. foreign citizens and
;

providing necessary protection.

" , Concluding" we' would like to reiterate that every country: is affected by human trafficking in

different forms. It is therefore pur hope thatthis meeting will provide for increased cooperation,

coordination and sharing of best practices among diffefent actors engaged in combating this
, ! ':,' :,:::1,'-'

gruesome reality of the modern day slavery. '

,;
!-'

,Ithankyou,















Statement by H.E. Mr. Armen Gevorkian,
Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Territorial Administration of the Republic of Armenia

at the High Level Meeting
of the United Nations General Assembly

on Global Plan of Action against Trafficking in Persons

Mr. President,
Mr. Secretary General
Excellences,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all I would like to thank the President of the General Assembly for organizing this

important event.

I would also like to thank the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) for
their work in the field of fight against trafficking in persons. Armenia was among the
countries which from the very beginning supported the adoption of UN Global Plan of
Action against Trafficking in persons.It is worthy to mention that most of the actions
foreseen by Global Plan are implemented by Armenia within its national programs.

Armenian Government declared fight against human trafficking as a priority more than a
decade ago and during these years initiated reforms on national level as well as widely
cooperated with all International Organizations active in the field. My country carries out
productive cooperation with the said Organizations and takes consistent steps in order
to fully implement the undertaken international commitments.

The Republic of Armenia has adopted all the international and regional legal documents
of UN, Council of Europe, International Labour Organization (ILO) that are related to
combating trafficking in human beings.

Ikll the anti-trafficking activities implemented in Armenia are supervised by the
State Council to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings. The structural approach isbased
on establishing collaboration among all the agencies and stakeholders dealing with the
phenomenon. The Council highly appreciates the work of relevant NGOs and
International  Organizations  present  in Armenia.  The  anti-trafficking  activities
implemented in Armenia are based on 3P approach - prevention, prosecution,
protection and their correlations.

The main goal of the first and second National Action Plans was to create the required
legislative framework along with the implementation of preventive activities, carrying out
assistance and protection projects for the victims of trafficking. Since 2010 the activities
are mainly aimed at maximum enhancement of the state's efforts especially in the
spheres of prevention and assistance, through establishing and strengthening the
necessary structural, sub-legislative, financial basis, as well as through capacity
building of the players active in the area.



During the last decade Armenia has drastically improved its national legislation in order
to increase the effectiveness of its efforts towards combating all types of trafficking in
persons. The amendedCriminal Code, new laws and regulations allowed for a more
complete and stricter oversight in this field, including prosecution of traffickers, as well
as assistance to the victims of trafficking.

In the field of victims' protection the National Referral Mechanism for Trafficked Persons
has been approved by the Government of Armenia. That document defines the
cooperation framework through which the state governance bodies carry out their
responsibilities related to protection and enhancement of the trafficked persons' rights,
ensuring strategic collaboration with the civil society in the course of their activities. The
National Referral Mechanism focuses on identifying an effective way for providing
services to the victims of trafficking, including those related to provision of shelter,
access to professional medical and psychological assistance, consultancy, educational
or training programs.

By saying that, I would like to stress our deep conviction that the rights of victims of this
terrible crime should be in the center of all anti-trafficking initiatives. That is why my
Government is trying to apply the victim-oriented and victim-centered approach while
designing its relevant national initiatives as well as while cooperating with other
countries, in particular, with countries of destination.

One of the most important directions which are on highest agenda today in Armenia is
combating child trafficking - unacceptable and new challenge for my country. Another,
also relatively new direction is labor trafficking. Now my country is initiating the research
process in order to identify the root causes, trends and real scale/extension of these
problems.

The Government of Armenia has a strong commitment to continue its efforts both on
national and international levels and in this respect I would also like to thank our
international partners for supporting anti-trafficking activities implemented by Armenia.

In conclusion, Mr. President, allow me to empathize the importance of a close co-
operation among countries on regional and international levels in order to achieve
greater progress in implementation and further development of respective provisions of
the UN Global Plan of Action against Trafficking in persons.

Thank you.
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Thank you, Mr President for convening this high level meeting on the

appraisal of the Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking inPersons. It

provides an important opportunity for us to assess our achievements, and to

address ongoing challenges, in our global efforts to combat trafficking.

Thank you also to Belarus, Austria and Cape Verde for their leadership.

Human trafficking and related exploitative practices are abhorrent crimes.

Around the world, slavery, servitude and forced labour are the daily reality
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for many millions of people. It is a deeply dehumanising practice from

which no country is immune.

Australia is supportive of all global efforts to combat trafficking, and the

UN's Global Plan of Action is an important initiative in this regard. We

welcome the UN Office on Drugs and Crime's Global Report on Trafficking

in Persons as an important outcome of the Global Plan of Action, that is

.helping to build our understanding of the patterns and flows of human

trafficking, and to inform our global efforts.

Combating human trafficking requires a comprehensive response targeting

activities across the trafficking cycle. Australia is working domestically,

regionally and internationally in our collaborative efforts to address human

trafficking. Since 2003, Australia has committed more than $150 million to

these efforts.

Our international efforts must support the full and effective implementation

of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime

and its Trafficking Protocol, which serve as the primary, legally binding

international instruments for combating human trafficking. Australia

strongly encourages States that have not yet done so to ratify and fully

implement these instruments .

. Strong criminal justice responses are critical to deterrence and prevention.

Domestically, Australia has in place strong anti-trafficking laws with severe

penalties, including for offences relating to slavery, slavery-like practices

and trafficking in persons. We continue to work to strengthen these.
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The Australian Parliament recently passed new legislation to enhance the

capacity of investigators and prosecutors to address human trafficking. We

broadened the scope of exploitative behaviour that is captured and

criminalised under the law, and introduced new offences for forced marriage,

harbouring a victim, forced labour and organ trafficking.

On 8 March, Prime Minister Gillard announced a new Anti-Slavery Initiative

to address labour exploitation in business and Government procurement.

This strategy aims to ensure no company tainted by human trafficking,

slavery or forced labour anywhere in the supply chain can provide goods or

services to the Government.

Regional efforts are also critical. Across the Asia-Pacific, Australia funds

activities to combat human trafficking and to help build the capacity of

States to meet their international obligations. In November 2012, Prime

Minister Gillard announced a $50 million investment to establish the

Australia-Asia Program to Combat Trafficking in Persons. This Program

will provide technical assistance in Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Myanmar,

the Philippines, Thailand, and Vietnam to help strengthen criminal justice

capacities in South-East Asia.

Australia also co-Chairs with Indonesia the Bali Process on People

Smuggling, Trafficking in Persons and Related Transnational Crime - the

preeminent regional body in the Asia-Pacific to address human trafficking,

strengthen criminal justice responses, and provide protection and services

support to survivors.
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Of course, addressing the root causes that make people vulnerable to

trafficking, including social and economic opportunity, is fundamental. The

Global Report on Trafficking lays bare the critical gender dimensions of

human trafficking, with women and girls accounting for over 70 percent of

those trafficked. More must be done in the areas of protection, and service

support to survivors.

Building on our contribution last year of $200,000 to the Global Voluntary

Trust Fund, Australia is pleased to announce a further grant of $70,000 to

support on-the-ground humanitarian, legal and financial assistance to

survivors, much of which is implemented by NGOs providing critical

services on the ground.

Addressing transnational crimes of this scale of course requires

Governments, civil society organisations, regional and international bodies,

and the private sector to work together.

We look forward to continuing to work with other stakeholders on the

Global Plan of Action and other international efforts to address this heinous

crime.

Thank you, Mr President.
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Mr President,

As a signatory to the UN Convention Against Transnational Organised Crime

and to the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons,

Especially Women and Children, Barbados fully supports the UN Global Plan of

Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons.

Trafficking in Persons is a heinous crime which requires a forceful response

internationally as well as at the national and regional levels. It is therefore

heartening to participate in this meeting and to hear the strong commitment

expressed by Member States to the Global Plan of Action.

It is recognised the trafficking in persons is a vicious cycle which affects women

disproportionately. It thrives in conditions of poverty, where respect for the

rule of law and human rights is at its weakest.

It is also recognised that because we live in an inter-connected world, no

country or region is immune from Trafficking in Persons. It is a global

phenomenon which requires global collaboration if the cycle is to be broken.

The goal of the UN Global Plan of Action is to do just that, to break the cycle

and eradicate the scourge of Trafficking in Persons, focussing on four pillars '"



prevention, protection of victims, prosecution of perpetrators and forging

partnerships.

Mr. President,

For its part, Barbados has implemented a number of measures at the national

level to enable it to meet its obligations at the international level. These

include the following:

• In 2011, Barbados passed legislation providing for the prosecution of

suspected offenders, thus making Trafficking in Persons a criminal

offence, in line with the Protocol.

• In February 2012, Barbados established a National Task Force for the

Prevention of Trafficking in Persons. This entity, chaired by the Attorney

General, comprises representatives from the Ministries and agencies

with responsibility for public prosecutions, gender affairs, immigration,

law enforcement, labour and social security, and civil society.

• Barbados has established a dedicated Sex Crimes and Human Trafficking

Unit within the police force to investigate all suspected cases of

trafficking.

• Immigration officials, officers of the police force and the coast guard,

and representatives of other relevant stakeholders, have benefited from

specialised training through technical cooperation programmes funded

by regional and bilateral partners.

• There are on-going public awareness programmes on human trafficking

to assist in-the recognition of instances of trafficking, and to educate the

general public and potential victims-and their families.

".:.: ." ..



• In addition, the Government of Barbados is continuing its longstanding

partnership with civil society to provide services for the recovery of

trafficked persons, including the provision of health services and safe

shelter.

Mr. President,

Barbados is encouraged that our efforts have started to show results.

Challenges remain, however. We must emphasise the critical importance of

technical cooperation and international assistance in building and

strengthening the national capacity to respond to human trafficking. This is

especially the case in small, vulnerable developing countries such as Barbados

and the countries of the Caribbean.

In closing, I reiterate Barbados' strong commitment to continuing to play an

active role in combatting Trafficking in Persons at the national level and to

working with regional and international partners with a view to achieving full

implementation of the Global Plan of Action.

I thank you.
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- Le programme mondial de lutte centre la traite des personnes;

C'est Ie lieu de saluer les actions de l'Office des Nations Unies centre la
drogue et Ie crime (UNODC), qui constitue Ie cceur de I'action mondiale en
matiere de lutte contre la traite d'etres humains et Ie trafic illicite des migrants.
Ses quatre initiatives phares en la matiere rneritent une attention particullere:

La Resolution 55/25 du 15 novembre 2000 adoptant la Convention des
Nations Unies contre la crirninalite transnationale orqanisee et son Protocole
additionnel visant a prevenir, reprimer et punir la traite, Ie Plan mondial d'action
pour combattre la traitre des personnes de 2010, constituent des avancees
majeures a cet egard, toutes choses ayant permis aux Etats d'inscrire davantage
la lutte centre la traite et I'exploitation des etres humains dans leurs politiques
nationales et d'en faire, a des deqres divers, une priorite.

Depuis I'adoption du Document final du Sommet mondial de 2005 qui a
souliqne que la traite d'etres humains demeure pour l'humanite un problems
grave dont la solution exige une action internationale concertee, les efforts
inlassables sont entrepris pour mettre au point et faire appliquer des mesures
efficaces visant a combattre et eliminer la traite d'etres humains sous toutes ses
formes.

La traite des personnes, en particuller des femmes et des enfants,
constitue une grave menace pour la diqnite humaine, les droits de I'homme et Ie
developpement. C'est a Juste titre que les Nations Unies et I'ensemble de la
Communaute internationale s'en preoccupent au plus haut point, comme en
temoiqnent les multiples resolutions et engagements internationaux contenant
des recommandations fort utiles pour lutter efficacement centre la menace.

Le Benin s'aJignesur la declaration du Groupe africain.

Je voudrais, avant tout propos, me rejouir de la tenue de ceUeReunion de
haut niveau sur la traite des personnes, pour faire Ie point de la mise en
application du Plan mondial d'action pour combattre la traite des personnes,
adopte en juillet 2010, et identifier les voies, les meilleures pour elever Ie niveau
de coordination en vue d'une lutte plus efficace contre ce fleau.

Monsieur Ie President,



Le Benin s'est eqalernent dote d'un Document de politique et de strategies
nationales de protection sociale au Benin (2004-2013), qui a identitie les cibles
les plus vulnerables necessitant une attention plus soutenue. II s'agit en
particulier des enfants abandonnes, des enfants de la rue au dans la rue, des
enfants travailleurs et des enfants descolarises.

Le Gouvernement benlnois a eriqe la lutte centre Ie fleau au rang de ses
priorites de premier ordre. Cet engagement s'est traduit par I'adoption, Ie 05 Avril
2006, de la Loi N°2006-04 du portant conditions de deplacement des mineurs et
de repression de la traite d'enfants en Republique du Benin, assortie de
l'elaboration de ses decrets d'application.

La pauvrete, Ie ch6mage, I'absence de perspectives socioeconomiques, la
violence sexiste, la discrimination, la marginalisation voire l'exclusion sociale,
sont quelques-uns des facteurs qui exposent les personnes a la traite. Les
milieux sociaux les plus vulnerables du fait de la pauvrete et du chomaqe
constituent les zones a haut risque OU devraient se concentrer les actions de
lutte contre Ie fleau: une lutte qui ne peut reussir, sans la mise en place d'un
plan national d'action dans chaque pays et une veritable coordination de ces
plans au niveau sous-reqional et regional.

Monsieur Ie President,

L'ensemble des Etats devraient soutenir plus activement Ie Fonds
assistance special des Nations Unies pour I'assistance aux victimes de la traite
des personnes, en particulier, les femmes et les enfants, Ie Fonds d'affection
special, cree pour appuyer la mis en oeuvrede ces programmes essentiels pour
une lutte efficace contre Ie fleau de la traite des personnes.

- Le programme "Initiative Globale des Nations Unies pour lutter centre la
traite des etres humains, UN-GIFT".

- Le programme visant a promouvoir I'application de la Convention de
Palerme et de ses Protocoles; et

- Le programme mondial de lutte contre Ie trafic illicite des migrants;



Nous pensons egalement qu'il est necessaire d'adopter et de mettre en
ceuvre, a l'echelle nationale, et aux niveaux sous-reqional et regional, des
politiques et programmes inteqres visant a prevenir toutes les formes de traite

Dans ce cadre, j'ai Ie plaisir d'annoncer que Ie Gouvernement beninols
s'est engage a apporter une modeste contribution a ce fonds, pour marquer son
appreciation des actions de I'UNODC dans Ie domaine de la traite des personnes
et les proqres faits en matiere d'assistance aux victimes depuis la mise en place
en 2010 de ce Fonds.

A cet egard, Ie Benin estime que I'accent devra davantage etre rnis sur la
protection et I'aide aux victimes de la traite des personnes, a travers un
renforcement des capacites du Fonds d'affection special.

Les proqres enreqistres ne peuvent occulter les nombreux defis qui restent
a relever pour une lutte efficace contre ce phenomena qui ne connalt aucune
frontiere.

Monsieur Ie President,

En plus de la Charte Africaine des Droits et du Bien-etre de I'Enfant de
l'Union Africaine, Ie Benin applique l'Accord multilateral de cooperation reqionale
de lutte contre la traite des personnes en Afrique de J'Ouestet du Centre, adopte
a Abuja Ie 6 juillet 2006. Cet Accord inter-regional constitue un veritable cadre de
cooperation et d'entraide judiciaire pour une lutte efficace et inteqree contre Ie
fleau.

En outre, differents acteurs de la societe civile initient des projets et
actions de lutte contre Ie trafic des enfants, parmi lesquels on peut citer des
campagnes de sensibilisation et d'eveil, destinees aux jeunes, aux parents et aux
autorites, la fourniture aux enfants rapatries et a certains jeunes estimes en
risque d'etre traflques, d'assistance alimentaire, de vetements, de kits scoiaires,
et la creation des comites locaux de lutte contre Ie trafic.

Ce dispositif lE§gislatif et reqlementaire a ete renforce par I'adoption du
Code des personnes et de la famille et la creation de la brigade de protection des
mineurs au Minlstere de l'lnterieur. Les efforts sont en cours pour doter Ie Benin
d'un Code de J'Enfant afin de mieux asseoir les normes juridiques de protection
et de promotion de l'epanouissement de l'Enfant.



Je vous remercie

Au demeurant, Ie Benin estime que la prevention devra constituer un pilier
fondamental de la strateqie mondiale centre la traite des personnes. Ceci
suppose qu'il faut promouvoir Ie developpernent durable en s'attaquant encore
plus aux facteurs sociaux, econorniques, culturels, politiques qui exposent les
personnes a la traite.

Le Benin estime qu'il faut davantage se rendre a l'evldence que Ie
renforcement des capacltes est un element tres important de la lutte centre la
traite des personnes et qu'il faut appuyer plus efficacement les Etats en
developpernent, en particulier les pays africains.

Nous pensons en outre qu'il faudra un renforcement de la mise en ceuvre
de tous les instruments juridiques qui eriqent la traite des personnes en infraction
penale et promouvoir la cooperation et I'entraide judiciaire dans la traque du
trafic.

des personnes. Ces politiques et programmes devront etre en coherence avec
les orientations pertinentes en matiere de migration, d'education, d'emploi,
d'eqalite des sexes, d'autonomisation des femmes et de prevention de la
criminallte.
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6. We underline the genuine commitment of Bosnia and Herzegovina to fight human
trafficking. However this phenomenon has still not been placed under full control. We
continue to actively implement the State Action Plan for Combating Trafficking in
Humans. These activities include: strengthening of the supporting framework,
building of capacities of the competent institutions and organizations, prevention of
trafficking, protection of victims, criminal prosecution of perpetrators of these

5. The ways of recruitment are numerous. The most common way is deceiving the
victim by giving false promises of a better life, finding employment, economic
independence and consequent acceptance of such promises. Apart from this, there are
also graver forms of recruitment which include crude psychological, physical abuses,
blackmail and threats.

4. Additional reasons for such crime are high level of unemployment, poverty, lack of
opportunities for the younger generations and in general grave socio-economic
situation. When confronted with such stalemate situation, the persons/victims who
come from these kinds of environments are recruited by the human traffickers while
trying to ensure their livelihood.

3. Despite the fact that many efforts have been made up to this time, trafficking in
human beings persistently continues so that serious challenges remain. Reasons for
this situation primarily lie in the fact that trafficking in human beings represents a
form of crime, often organized, which enables the perpetrators to acquire enormous
illegal benefit and, through it, power and influence in society.

2. Human trafficking is serious a crime against humanity, one of the most flagrant forms
of violation of human rights and fundamental freedoms. Every country in the world is
affected by trafficking whether as a country of origin, transit or destination for
victims. The most volatile countries are those going through an economic and
political transition.

1. We thank you very much for organising the High Level Meeting on the appraisal of
the Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons and express our gratitude
for the opportunity to discuss such important issue. The implementation of the
provisions of the UN Global Plan of Action as well as of the United Nations
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its Protocols is the key issue
of this gathering. I hope that today's session will provide an additional impetus and a
result-oriented response to contemporary challenges. This is also additional
opportunity to raise awareness of, and gather support for the UN Voluntary Trust
Fund as well as to commend significant and efficient work of the UNODC (United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime).

Mr. President,
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Thank you.

12.There is a lot of work which should be done in combating human trafficking and
protection of its victims. We look forward to interactive debate during this high level
event.

Mr. President,

11. In addition, Bosnia and Herzegovina has a few shelters and safe houses that primarily
take care of women and children victims of domestic violence and, if necessary,
provide shelter to victims of trafficking and prostitution. There are special projects
with the aim to remove the causes of trafficking and support prevention programs in
the areas of the municipality where cases of human trafficking are found.
Furthermore, all data on possible victims of trafficking in human beings are collected
by the prosecutor's offices, law enforcement agencies and non-governmental
organizati ons.

10. The Ministry of Security has signed a protocol with two non-governmental
organizations that provide assistance and accommodation to foreign victims of human
trafficking, while the Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees has signed a protocol
with three non-governmental organizations that provide support and accommodation
to domestic victims of human trafficking.

9. After determining deficiencies in the criminal legislation of Bosnia and Herzegovina
during the previous period in regard to the criminal offences connected with
trafficking in human beings, the competent authorities made additional efforts toward
proposal of a possible solution concerning amendments to the criminal codes, which
would harmonize the criminal legislation within the area, as well as with the
international standards.

8. During the development of the strategy and Action Plan opmions of numerous
relevant institutions, NGO sector and international organisations which deal with
trafficking in human beings were collected and a public discussion was held. Expert
assistance was provided by the European Commission (through TAIEX instrument)
aimed at harmonization of the documents with the European Union standards.

7. Furthermore, the Ministry of Security of Bosnia and Herzegovina prepared a new
Strategy and Action Plan for combating trafficking in human beings for the period
2013-20is on the basis and analysis of the implementation and achievements of the
previous Action Plan.

criminal offences, strengthening of partnership between the government and nOD
government sectors, and improvement of international cooperation.
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Au Burkina Faso, Ie Gouvernement S'est resolument engage depuis 1999 dans la lutte
contre Ia traite des efres humains a plusieurs niveaux.

Monsieur Ie President,

c:est pourquoi, la tenue de cette reunion de haut niveau, eonstitue une occasion
propice pour la communaute internationale et particuherement les Nations Unies, de
jauger les efforts entrepris pour lutter centre la traite des humains et surtout,
d' evaluer Ia mise en ceuvre du pIan d' action mondial, adopte en 2010 a eet effet.

De ee fait, cette question cruciale de la traite humaine qualifiee de violation grave
des droits de I'homme 5'affiche eomme un imperatif primordial sur l'echiquier
mondial.

Malheureusement, la plupart du temps, les femmes et les enfants sont les plus
exposes a ce fleau qui les reduit a l'etat de «marchandises » achetees, vendues, a des
fins d'exploitation eommerciale, sexuelle ou de main d'reuvre. Plus grave-encore, les
enfants sont de plus en plus utilises a travers ce trafie, eomme des appats dans des
actions criminelles et terroristes, ou de chaire a canon dans des eonflits armes,

Les causes de cette pratique humaine ignoble d'un autre age, decoulent
intrinsequ.em.ent de Yeffondrement des valeurs humaines, de la deliquescence de la
moralesociale, mais aussi del'aggravation de Ia pauvrete, de la predominance de
Yesprit mercantiliste et de la recrudescence des conflits,

En temoigne les statistiques en lamatiere, qui evaluent a 2,5 millions Ie nombre de
victimes de la traite des personnes, dont settlement 1 sur 100 avaient puetre sauve de
leur situation en 2012.

De nombreux pays a travers Ie monde eomme le Burkina Faso, ont promulgue des
lois et adhere a des instruments jurldiques internationaux, pour rabolition totale de
la traite des ~tres humains. Mais force est de constater, que des millions de personnes
eontinuent toujours d'@trevictimes de eette pratique.

Monsieur Ie President,

Ma delegation souscrit a la declaration faite par Ie representant de la Cote d'Ivoire
au nom du Groupe Africain.

Ma delegation se rejouit de la tenue de cette reunion de haut niveau, sur revaluation
de la mise en oeuvre du plan d' action mondial des Nations Unies, pour la lutte contre
la traite des personnes~

Monsieur Ie President,



Je vous remercie.

De nombreuses lois nationales ont ete adoptees; plusieurs accords bilateraux et
regionaux ont ete signes ; ainsi que de nombreux instruments juridiques
intemationaux et regionaux ratifies. Tous ceux-ci ne demandent qu'a @treappliques.
Respectons tous les engagements que nous prenons dans cette lutte contre Ie trafic
des @tres humains et ce fleau disparaitra. Le combat est a notre portee, engageons
nous donc.

Que ce soit la communaute internationale, les Etats, les organisations intemationales
et regionales, ainsi que les autres parties prenantes de la societe civile, tous doivent
jouer leur partition.

Monsieur Ie President,

Nous devons redoubler d'efforts et de volonte politique a tous l~s niveaux pour
eradiquer cette pratique surannee de la traite des personnes ; ceci est un imperatif en
matiere de promotion et de protection des, droits humains.

Uconvient de souligner egalement qlJeIe rapport mondial sur la traite des personnes
de juin 2012 classe Ie Burkina Faso dans.la categoric 2, traduisant ainsi Ies efforts et
les progres importants realises par Ie Gouvernement sur cette question, en depit de
ses moyens Iimites,

Au niveau de la cooperation internationale, le Burkina Faso participe au programme
BlT/WEC-LUfRENA, En outre, dans. Ie contexte du partenariat Union Europeenne -
Afrique, Ie Burkina Faso a servi de cadre de negociations et d' elaboration du plan
d' action de Ouagadougou, contre la Traite des @treshumains, en particulier des
femmes et des enfants, qui a ete adopte en novembre 2006.8.Tripoli

la creation d'un comite national de vigilance et de surveillance (CNVS) contre la
traite des personnes et Ies pratiques assimilees ;

- l'adoption. d'une loi en 2008, portant lutte centre. la traite des personnes et les
pratiques assimilees, comportant des sanctions contre les coupables de la traite des
personnes;

- la sensibilisation et la formation des acteurs etatiques, non etatiques et Ies leaders
d' opinion, sur les effets ne£astes de rexode des enfants;

- la.mise :en place d'un fonds .d'assistance judiciaire, pour permettre aux victimes
d'acceder aux juridictions, sans avoir a payer les frais de justice;
l'adoption d'une procedure de rapatriement des femmes et enfants, victimes de trafic
aux conditions protectrices de tous leurs droits ;

Au plan interne, le Gouvernement a ratifie en 2002, la Convention des Nations Unies
contre la criminalite transnationale organisee et les protocoles s'y rapportant et a .
entrepris des actions de prevention, et de protection des victimes, a travers i
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Mr. President, 
 
The Czech Republic aligns itself with the statement of the European Union.  
 
Combating human trafficking is a major challenge for today’s globalized world. 
We would like to emphasize that the Czech Republic puts special attention to 
this topic, and highly appreciates systematic activities at international level in 
this regard.  
 
Since 2003, this area has become a priority within the fight against organized 
crime, when a special Program on Support and Protection of Victims of 
Trafficking in Human Beings of the Ministry of Interior of the Czech Republic 
was developed. Currently, the Program focuses on all types of victims regardless 
the form of exploitation.  
 
Additionally, the Inter-ministerial Coordination Group was established in 2008, 
which serves as a platform for information exchange and coordination activities 
in the area of the fight against trafficking in persons at national level. Members 
of this group – NGOs and governmental organizations – also contribute to 
annual status reports and comment on strategic documents in this regard.  
 
In 2012, the Czech Republic adopted a new strategic document called National 
Strategy to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings in the Czech Republic for the 
period 2012 – 2015, which sets out a number of measures in the area of 
trafficking in persons, focusing among others on description of the situation in 
socially excluded areas, systematic education in the area of trafficking, 
ratification of important international instruments, or evaluation of the Program 
on Support and Protection of Victims of Trafficking in Human Beings.  
 
Ratification of international instruments in the area of trafficking in persons, 
including the Palermo Protocols, has been one of the measures defined in the 
Strategy. Since the main obstacle to their ratification has been recently removed 
and the criminal liability of legal persons has been introduced into the Czech 
legal system, the Czech Republic is now able to ratify these instruments and to 
join a number of states claiming their interest in combat of trafficking in 
persons.  
 
Thank you, Mr. President.  
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Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

We have come to the end of a thought and action provoking High-level Meeting of the General 

Assembly on the Appraisal of the Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons, but we still 

have miles to go before we can proclaim that all human beings are born free and that none are held in 

slavery or servitude, as this General Assembly envisaged in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

over six decades ago.  It is not often that a meeting of this kind lasts two days: this in itself is testimony 

of the increased focus and dedication that Member States are committing to the issue of modern day 

slavery, but we must go further.   

 

First allow me to take this opportunity to once again thank the co-facilitators for this event, the 

Permanent Representative of Cape Verde, H.E. Mr. Antonio Pedro Monteiro Lima and the Permanent 

Representative of Austria, H.E. Mr. Martin Sajdik, for their excellent efforts in making this High Level 

Meeting a productive and illuminating one.  Their important chair summaries highlight the illuminating 

and frank discussion in which Member States and Civil Society engaged yesterday.  I also wish to 

thank the Secretary General for his commitment to this meeting and this cause and the Executive 

Director of UN Office on Drugs and Crime and his team for their expertise and invaluable contribution.  

Finally, I thank all of you, Excellencies, Civil Society, and participants in the panels, plenary and side 

events, for having ensured that this event was well attended by Ministers and other distinguished 

representatives near and far.  

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Your testimonies and proposals in the course of this meeting have been enlightening.  It reminded us 

how much we can do to tackle this heinous crime despite the divergent contexts in which we all 

operate.  Some of us are transit countries, others countries of origin or destination, and some of us may 

face two or three of these challenges in our countries at the same time.   Many best practices were 

exchanged in the course of the Meeting as were the challenges in the implementation of the Global 

Plan of Action.  In accordance with Resolution 67/190 I will soon disseminate a summary of the high-

level meeting, identifying achievements, gaps and challenges in the implementation of the United 

Nations Global Plan of Action and relevant legal instruments, but now I will quickly highlight five.  

 

First, still too many Member States have not ratified the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish 

Trafficking in Persons, and implementation is lacking among many who have ratified it years ago.  

Passing legislation that criminalizes trafficking in persons, and at the same time protects the rights of 
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victims, is one step in the right direction.  However, such legislation means nothing if it is not being 

implemented by our law enforcement agencies, lawyers and judges.  As a result, impunity for 

trafficking in persons crimes remains a considerable problem – we must phase this out in our life time.  

 

Second, the role of NGOs is indispensable in our fight against human trafficking.  It is mostly NGOs 

who work with - and through - survivors on the ground:  Member States must continue to learn from 

civil society and redouble their efforts to seek their input and guidance as we implement the Global 

Plan of Action.  

 

Third, there is a real need for increased cooperation, partnerships and technical assistance to better 

implement the Global Plan of Action and relevant legal instruments.  In addition to bilateral and 

multilateral exchanges and better coordination among UN entities, particularly the 16 entities that form 

the Interagency Coordination group Against Trafficking in Persons (or ICAT), there is a dire need to 

develop partnerships with the media and private sector, and to focus on a “bottom up” approach where 

appropriate.  This will ensure that our prevention work focuses on the villages and towns where 

sophisticated trafficking routes often start.  

 

Fourth, many of you reflected on the need for increased coordination, research and data.  More must be 

done in these areas.  Many of you also noted the extent to which you rely on the UN Office on Drugs 

and Crime for the same - on the ground as well as at the intergovernmental level.  As the main UN 

entity mandated to fight human trafficking, it currently has only two regular budget posts dedicated to 

this cause.  I echo the call of many to strengthen the capacity of UNODC so that it can continue to 

assist us with the grandiose task ahead of us all. 

 

Fifth, the disparity between the criminal income of the trafficking in persons industry -- some  billions 

of  dollars a year -- and the comparatively meager funds dedicated to preventing and responding to this 

crime.  The United Nations Trust Fund for Victims of Human Trafficking, Especially Women and 

Children,  one of the most important aspects of the Global Plan of Action, has done much with the very 

little in resources its received, and cannot continue to meet its mandate absent robust and reliable 

funding.  I sincerely thank Saudi Arabia, Sweden, Belarus, the United Arab Emirates, Australia, 

Austria the Kingdom of Thailand, and Singapore for pledges made to the Trust Fund during this 

meeting and hope this will inspire others to contribute to the Fund. 

 

We owe it to our young girls, boys, women and men to provide alternatives to - as Goodwill 

Ambassador Mira Sorvino put it - “being swept up by traffickers into a sea of anonymous suffering”.  

The survivors count on us today.  

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Despite the challenges ahead of us I am encouraged by the overwhelming political will heard in this 

room to step up efforts against trafficking in persons.  Let us capitalize on this momentum and re-

energize ourselves to eradicate this atrocious phenomenon for once and for all.   

 

Thank you. 
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