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The Office of the President of the sixty-fourth session of the General
Assembly presents its compliments to all Permanent Missions and Permanent
Observer Missions to the United Nations and with regard to the Informal
General Assembly Plenary Meeting on piracy to be held on Friday May 14 at
the GA Hall, has the honour to attach hetewith for your information the draft
programme and background note.

The Office of the President of the sixty-fourth session of the General
Assembly avails itself of this opportunity to renew to all Permanent Missions
and Permanent Observer Missions to the United Nations the assutances of its
highest consideration.

New York, 4 May 2010

To All Permanent Missions and fé
All Permanent Observer Missions to the United Nations



GENERAL ASSEMBLY INFORMAL MEETING
ON PIRACY

14 May 2010

The problem of international maritime piracy has in the last few years
gained global attention, particularly with the increasing incidents of piracy in
the Gulf of Aden and especially off the coast of Somalia.

Recent statistics from the International Maritime Bureau indicate that
in 2009 alone pirates attacked 217 ships with 47 successful hijackings.
Pirates extorted more than US $60 million in ransom, the largest payment on
record. In 2008, there were 242 attacks with 111 successful hijackings and
about US $40 million in ransom. The adverse security, political, legal,
economic and social implications of this scourge are of serious concern to
the international community.

With regard to Somalia, the United Nations has taken actions aimed at
strengthening and assisting the Transitional Federal Government (TFG) to
improve the security situation in Somalia, which is essential for an enabling
environment to fight piracy off the coast of Somalia. The Security Council
has authorized measures to counter piracy and armed robbery off the coast
of Somalia. A Contact Group on Piracy off the coast of Somalia CGPCS)
has also been established. These efforts notwithstanding, the sovereignty,
economy and security of Somalia remain under serious threat as a result of
piracy.

Piracy has a destabilizing effect on regional and global trade and
security. There is therefore the necessity for global strategies to address the
factors that trigger and sustain piracy. Moreover, its rapid geographical
spread and complexity necessitate a deeper and more comprehensive look at
the various facets of the problem in order to devise a collective and more
* coordinated response.

In view of the foregoing, the President of the General Assembly is
convening on 14 May 2010 an informal meeting of the General Assembly to
provide an opportunity for all Member states to discuss the problem of
international maritime piracy in a comprehensive manner to effectively
address the issue. Representatives of relevant Specialized Agencies, Inter-



Governmental Organizations and NGOs will also be invited to participate in
the meeting.

A comprehensive approach will be taken in addressing the issue of
international maritime piracy in its political, legal, social and economic
perspectives. Discussions will be held in the form of sharing of views
between delegations and other participants on the issues and proffering
possible solutions. The meeting will be opened with remarks by the
President of the General Assembly and the Secretary-General. The
President’s closing remarks will mark the end of the Meeting.

Outcome of the Meeting:

A summary of the Chairman (President of the General Assembly)
drawn from discussions at the Meeting. Inputs from the synthesis provided
by the moderators will be considered as part of the summary.

Topics for discussion during the Meeting:
1. Political, Legal, Social and Economic aspects of combating piracy

Issues under this topic could include an examination of the relevant
provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS), the ILO Maritime Labor Convention 2006; discussion of the
initiatives that can be implemented within the framework of the International
Maritime Organization to enhance security of navigation; political .
implications and socio-economic repercussions of piracy; the necessity for
land-based initiatives in the fight against piracy and discussion of other
options in bringing the perpetrators of acts of piracy to justice and
cooperation among states.

Other issues include jurisdiction over the crime of piracy; the problem
of custody and prosecution of pirates; ways of strengthening mutual legal
assistance between Member states in investigating piracy acts and by
ratifying and implementing the international treaties in this field, the welfare
and protection of victims of piracy including seafarers and a consideration of
ways of enhancing the effectiveness of national criminal justice systems
aimed at ensuring that any person involved in financing, planning,
preparation or perpetration of piracy acts or who supports such acts is
brought to justice.















