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THE PRESIDENT
OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1.7 March2009

Excellency,

I have the honour to inform you that from 25 to 27 March 200g,the General
Assembly will conduct 

^n 
extraordinury Lnter^ctive thematic dialogue on the subject

of The $7odd Financial and Economic Crisis and Its Impact on Development.

- 
The dialogue is intended to give Member States an overyiew of the broad range

of issues involved as the wodd works to define a common plan of action for takilg
stock of the impact of the crisis, evaluating and choosing from among alternative
short-term emergency measures, and defining an effective approach to longer-term
issues in ordet to restore dynamism, revive employment, and enhance .q"ity in our
wodd economy.

As indicated, the dialogue will take place over three days, with each day devoted
to a different set of topics and issues:

Day 1. tVednesday,25 March: will be devoted to a comprehensive review of
the scale and scope of the crisis, its mechanisms of transmission, and range
of impacts on nations and on society, with a focus on the impact and riski
for the poor and vulnerable. For this assessment, we will rely principally
upon programs and agencies of the United Nations system, including the
analysis of the Department of Social and Economic Affairs (DESA),the
united Nations Conference on Trade and Development (JNCTAD), the
International Labot Organrzatton (ILO), and the regional commissions.

For our discussions on Days 2 and 3, we will draw upon the analysis and
proposals developed by the Commission of Experts thatl have convened under the
Chairmanship of ProfessorJoseph Stiglitz. The Commission's preliminaly report
will be made available no later than Friday ,20 March.

All Permanent Representatives
and Permanent Observers
to the United Nations
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