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SUMMARY OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY THEMATIC DEBATE ON 

HUMAN SECURITY 

New York, 22 May 2008 

 

 

I) Introduction/Background 

 
1. The United Nations General Assembly held a thematic debate on human security 

at United Nations headquarters, New York on 22 May 2008. The aim of the 
General Assembly thematic debate on human security was to reflect on the scope 
of the concept and to further explore ways to follow up on the reference to human 
security in the 2005 World Summit Outcome Document (A/RES/60/1). The 
thematic debate was addressed by the President of the General Assembly H.E. 
Srgjan Kerim and the keynote speaker H.R.H. Prince El-Hassan Bin Talal of 
Jordan. Some 40 Member States took the floor during the debate. 

 

II) Opening speech 
 

2. In his opening speech, the President of the General Assembly (PGA), H.E. 
Srgjan Kerim stated that the notion of human security has been recognized as an 
important tool by a growing number of Member States. The PGA noted that the 
United Nations through its global efforts to advance security, development and 
human rights is an important nexus in further evolving the notion of human 
security. Furthermore, the PGA recognized the added value of human security for 
bringing together the different agenda items of the UN and tackling them in their 
totality and interconnectedness. The PGA emphasized that lasting results can only 
be achieved through a collaborative effort by bringing together Member States, 
international organizations, UN Funds, Programmes and Specialized Agencies as 
well as civil societies and NGOs. The PGA highlighted the need to promote a new 
culture of international relations with the principle of human security at its core. 
He hoped that this debate will help clarify the notion of human security and 
provide guidance on how it can contribute to UN’s efforts in bringing peace, 
development and human rights to peoples everywhere.  

 

III) Keynote speaker  
 

3. H.R.H Prince El-Hassan bin Talal of Jordan began his presentation by 
reviewing the current global conditions regarding population, food, resource, 
environmental, energy, monetary, cultural, and state security, referring to them as 
transnational issues as well as multipliers of human security with the capacity to 
spread either stability or instability in and around the world.  
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4. H.R.H Prince El-Hassan bin Talal then elaborated on these diverse and yet pivotal 
security concerns, highlighting the various ways in which issues of population 
growth, poverty, food, resources, ecology, migration, energy, money, peace and 
cultural understanding have the capacity to highly impact individual lives at the 
global scale. He urged Governments to move beyond traditional notions of 
security and view the full range of inter-personal, community-oriented, and 
culturally-founded relationships that capture the true notion of human security.  

 
5. Throughout his presentation, H.R.H. Prince El-Hassan bin Talal stressed the need 

to promote international and cross-boarder cooperation by providing everyone the 
opportunity to live free from fear and want and by developing their full potentials 
in a healthy and supporting environment where individual, state and international 
rights are seen as indivisible and a dynamic unity and not as a source of 
polarization and conflict.  

 
 

IV) Debate by Member States and Observers 
 

6. Member States and Observers thanked the PGA for convening this informal 
thematic debate on human security. Recognizing the General Assembly as the 
most appropriate organ to further discuss the concept, several Member States 
noted that the debate on human security presents an important step toward 
widening the recognition of human security as a significant concept within the 
United Nations. Moreover, many Member States noted that despite the differences 
of views on human security, the difficulty in defining the concept does not 
diminish the contribution that human security brings to addressing current global 
challenges from achieving the Millennium Development Goals to advancing 
peacebuilding efforts and responding to climate change, among others.  

7. Some Member States mentioned the risk of a “conceptual overstretch” with 
regards to the human security concept. They warned that if the international 
community subsumed everything under “human security”, it would be difficult to 
identify the added value of the concept. In this context, some Member States 
highlighted that a very broad concept of human security could actually drain it of 
any real operational applicability. At the same time, however, other Member 
States underlined the inherent dangers of limiting the concept too narrowly. It was 
highlighted that the fact that the concept of human security is not clearly 
delineated must not prevent Member States from working closely together in 
order to improve the living conditions of those most in need. Several Member 
States noted the need to seek consensus on a more limited programme where the 
human security approach can be applied. 

 
8. Members of the Friends of Human Security (FHS) informed the participants 

that the FHS as a flexible and open-ended platform for Member States has agreed 
to pursue concrete collaboration in line with the broad understanding of human 
security as articulated in the report of the Commission on Human Security.They 
recognized the added value of human security as: i) a people-centered approach 
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that puts the livelihood and dignity of individuals and communities at the center 
of analysis and thereby allows for a more concrete assessment of actions needed 
when addressing global issues; ii) an integrated, comprehensive and multi-sectoral 
approach that brings together not only physical security but also the sense of 
security that comes from having enough to eat, adequate healthcare, access to 
resources, employment opportunities and respect for human rights; and finally iii) 
a preventive approach that provides early warning so that threats from both 
violent and non-violent menaces do not result in critical, pervasive and protracted 
crisis. 

 
9. The Human Security Network, an intergovernmental group that was established 

almost ten years ago, presented its broad thematic spectrum that ranges from 
threats emanating from human conflict, natural disasters, poverty, discrimination, 
disease and scarcity of natural resources and underlined its role as a platform of 
communication on these issues between policy makers, diplomats, civil society 
and academia. 

 
10. Some Member States noted that in practice the notion of human security has 

already been implemented in a number of projects carried out by UN Member 
States as well as UN Funds, Programmes, and Specialized Agencies. Member 
States therefore stressed the need to move beyond definitional issues and instead 
focus on concrete collaboration on the basis of a broad and common 
understanding of human security. In this context, several Member States 
highlighted the significant contributions of the Human Security Unit in OCHA 
and its efforts to mainstream human security in UN activities, as well as the 
essential role of the United Nations Trust Fund for Human Security in 
translating the concept of human security into concrete actions that highlight the 
added value of the human security approach. In light of the understanding that 
human security’s main function is to ensure the harmonious development of 
human potential in the social and economic areas, a proposal was put forward by 
a Member State to consider transferring the Human Security Unit to UNDP. 

 
11. Meanwhile, the importance of differentiating human security from the 

responsibility to protect was highlighted by several Member States. In 
addressing this issue, it was stated that national Governments have the primary 
responsibility to provide security for their people and that the international 
community by providing the necessary assistance or capacity building should 
support Governments in meeting their obligations and in ensuring human security 
for their peoples. Member States also added that human security should unite 
efforts by reinforcing collaboration among all actors and should not be the cause 
of disagreement or conflict of interests. 

 
12. Furthering the debate, several Member States highlighted that as a people-

centered and multisectoral approach, human security provides a significant 
opportunity for the United Nations to better integrate the three pillars of the 
organization’s work (i.e., security, development and human rights) and offer 
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coordinated responses that can more efficiently address current challenges facing 
the world, such as, rising food prices, conflict prevention and peacebuilding, 
climate change, and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. In 
this regard, Member States emphasized the contribution of human security in 
UN’s effort to implement the ‘One UN’ reform programme.  

 
13. Similarly, the importance of effective and coordinated implementation across 

actors was underlined by many Member States. They noted that in order to 
respond adequately to current global problems, a common action plan that brings 
together diverse actors from all sectors of society - Governments, private sector 
and civil society - is required.  

 
14. Among the more than 40 delegations taking the floor, the issue of climate change 

was brought forward by a large number of Member States describing it as a 
multidimensional challenge that severely impacts the most vulnerable 
communities. With limited adaptive capacities and strong dependency on climate 
sensitive resources among the most vulnerable, many emphasized the impacts of 
climate change on loss of livelihoods (due to diminishing capacities for 
agricultural and fishery activities), increasing infectious diseases (due to 
temperature rises and increased intensity of natural disasters), tensions over 
natural resources (land and water), and increased migratory pressures 
(environmentally forced migration). ). The Human Security Network presented 
the undergoing research of the structural impact that climate change has on the 
three vulnerable groups: women, children, and people fleeing their homes due to 
environmental degradation. Member States also highlighted the relationship 
between climate change and the undergoing food crisis.  

 
15. Finally, a proposal for the establishment of a working group on human security 

as a follow-up of the informal thematic debate was put forward and consequently 
supported by some of the participating Member States. The working group is 
envisaged to identify specific areas in which the human security concept can be 
applied thereby further informing the General Assembly of the operational and 
the added value of the concept.  

 

V) Closing remarks 
 

16. Following the interactive debate among Member States and Observes, H.R.H. 
Prince El-Hassan bin Talal, urged the Member States to take advantage of the 
creative ambiguity surrounding the concept of human security and to work closely 
together and improve the living conditions of those most in need. In this regard, 
he supported the establishment of the working group on human security and urged 
Governments to set aside their differences and listen to the voices of the millions 
ravaged by human insecurities and constant daily suffering.  

17. In his concluding remarks, the President of the General Assembly evoked the 
links between human security and the principles enshrined in the UN Charter. He 
emphasized the need to tackle the interlinked threats and challenges from a 
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human-centered perspective. In this regard he underlined three aspects: promoting 
balanced development, helping people in conflict and post-conflict situations, and 
applying international law to protect human rights and fundamental freedoms. 
Special attention should be granted to the rights of most vulnerable groups, 
especially women and children.  

 

 



United Nations  Nations Unies 
 

T H E  P R E S I D E N T  O F  T H E  G E N E R A L A S S E M B LY  

L E  P R E S I D E N T  D E  L’ A S S E M B L E E  G E N E R A L E  

 

 
22 May 2008 

 
 

Statement of H.E. Mr. Srgjan Kerim, 
President of the 62nd Session of the General Assembly, 

at the Opening of the Thematic Debate on Human security 
 
 

Your Royal Highness, 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Allow me to welcome you all to the General Assembly thematic debate that for the first time is 

devoted to the issue of human security. 

 

I would like to give a special welcome to His Royal Highness Prince El-Hassan Bin Talal of 

Jordan who is joining us here today. My thanks go to Member States who provided a valuable 

support in laying the ground for this debate. 

 

I invite you to exchange views on the scope of human security, its significance for the challenges 

we are facing today and for the work of the United Nations. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

At the 2005 World Summit, Heads of State and Government committed themselves to further 

discussing the notion of human security in the General Assembly. Member States recognized that 

“all individuals, in particular, vulnerable people, are entitled to freedom from fear and freedom 

from want, with an equal opportunity to enjoy all their rights and fully develop their human 

potential.” Today’s thematic debate builds upon this commitment and provides an opportunity to 

reflect further on the issue. 

 

The interface between security, development and human rights lies at the core of human security. 

The profound interlink among these three pillars of the United Nations system and policies has 

been recognized by Member States. By promoting the idea of an integrated and coordinated 

approach to security, proponents of human security have further underscored this 

interdependence. 

 

The human security approach surpasses the understanding of security beyond state security and 

calls for a holistic approach focused on people, their protection and empowerment. 

 

The United Nations, because of its global efforts to advance security, development and human 

rights, is a particularly important nexus in further evolving the notion of human security that puts 

positive peace, not the mere absence of conflict, at the heart of the understanding of security. 
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Contemporary challenges pose a threat to human security and thus highlight the need for 

comprehensive, integrated and people-centred solutions. These challenges range from hunger, 

poverty, to armed conflicts, human trafficking, environmental degradation, international terrorism 

and breaches of human rights of all kind. 

 

These are also the very issues we have on the top of our agenda in the General Assembly. They 

are intrinsically linked with the implementation of the MDGs, as one of the priorities for this 

62nd session. 

 

The Security Council is nowadays also debating thematic issues that have an impact on human 

security, such as children in armed conflict, terrorism and “women, peace and security”. 

 

The issues that human security is concerned about are listed under different agenda items in the 

UN. However, it is for us to understand and tackle them in their totality and interconnectedness. 

It is in this regard that human security could become a very useful concept to provide the link, the 

glue to bring our various approaches to those issues into a coherent effort. 

 

Human security seeks to protect people from such threats and to promote goals endorsed by the 

UN World Summit: “freedom from fear,” “freedom from want” as well as “freedom to live in 

dignity”. 

 

With people’s insecurities interconnected there is an urgent need to bring policies and institutions 

together in a far more effective way than if such responses are fragmented. As the global food 

crisis illustrates, a well-coordinated and integrated response by the international community is 

needed to address both the prevention stage as well as the full range of factors that affect people’s 

well-being. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I note with appreciation the work that has been done so far to advance the agenda of human 

security. In practice, the concept of human security is reflected in its organizational development, 

and in a number of concrete projects carried out by the United Nations Trust Fund for Human 

Security, Member States and UN agencies, funds and programmes as well as the Human Security 

Network. 

 

The United Nations Trust Fund for Human Security has invested in over 170 projects worldwide. 

Its projects provide concrete and sustainable help to people and communities whose survival, 

livelihood, and dignity are threatened. 

 

Member States are seeking to promote human security through a number of projects and 

initiatives. As a follow-up to the 2005 Summit, an open-ended forum composed of Member 

States from all regions called the Friends of Human Security was set up. The forum seeks to 

promote an understanding of human security, to mainstream human security in UN activities, and 

to pursue collaborative efforts among Member States. The group of friends submitted a 
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compendium of human security related initiatives and activities by members of the Friends of 

Human Security and United Nations agencies, funds and programmes. 

 

A network of Member States, the Human Security Network emphasizes the added value of 

human security in the UN and other multilateral frameworks. It focuses on different issues that 

threaten the well-being of people, such as climate change, abject poverty, health pandemics, 

protection of children, armed conflicts, and landmines. 

 

Let me emphasize that lasting results at the crossroads of security, development and human rights 

can only be achieved through a collaborative effort: by bringing together Member States, 

international organizations, UN agencies as well as civil societies and NGO’s. All these 

stakeholders have to work hand in hand if we want to protect, engage and empower the ones 

whose human security is in peril. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

We’ve recently witnessed two major natural catastrophes: the cyclone Nargis in Myanmar and 

the earthquake in the southwest regions of China. My sympathies lie with the many thousands of 

victims of these catastrophes. 

 

The aftermath of the Myanmar natural disaster evokes myriad of challenges for the international 

community. We must do everything in our power to provide humanitarian assistance to these so 

severely affected communities. There should be no impediments with implications for human 

security in such and similar cases. 

 

The global food crisis is another pressing issue that endangers the well-being of hundreds of 

millions, particularly but not exclusively the poorest and most vulnerable. 

 

The recent natural catastrophes and the global food crisis illustrate the urgent need for a multi-

faceted, integrated and co-ordinated response. Human security is the vehicle and the framework 

that enables us to provide such response. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is my personal view that we need a new culture of international relations -- with the precept of 

human security at its core. Such a culture, though intrinsically embedded in the UN's ideals, was 

never truly enacted in practice. In our ever-more interdependent world it's more important than 

ever before that we embrace and enact principles of human security, international law and 

multilateral cooperation, human rights, responsibility to protect as well as protection of the 

environment and sustainable development. 

 

When in January 1941 Franklin D. Roosevelt addressed the United States Congress, he spoke of 

freedoms that the world should be founded upon. He spoke of freedom of speech and expression, 

freedom from want and freedom from fear -- everywhere and anywhere in the world. He saw 
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these freedoms not as “vision of a distant millennium”, but rather as a “definite basis for a kind of 

world attainable” in his own time and generation. They became the very foundation of the United 

Nations. 

 

Six decades later, at the end of the first decade of that distant millennium, these freedoms and the 

rights enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, are still very much a distant 

vision for too much of humanity. 

 

I am looking forward to hearing your views on how human security can contribute to UN’s 

efforts to attaining these freedoms and thus to the better world for all. 

 

In closing, it is my hope that this debate will add momentum to our discussions on human 

security, address contentious issues and also provide guidance and clarity as to how to proceed in 

our future deliberations to further develop this important concept. 

 

Thank you for your attention. 



United Nations  Nations Unies 
 

T H E  P R E S I D E N T  O F  T H E  G E N E R A L A S S E M B LY  

L E  P R E S I D E N T  D E  L’ A S S E M B L E E  G E N E R A L E  

 

 
22 May 2008 

 
 

Statement of H.E. Mr. Srgjan Kerim, 
President of the 62nd Session of the General Assembly, 

at the Closing of the Thematic Debate on Human security 
 
 

Your Royal Highness Prince El-Hassan, 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Today’s discussion articulated clearly that human security can be a useful vehicle for all three 

pillars upon which the United Nations is built – security, development and human rights. As such 

it forms a framework to further the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations. 

 

As highlighted by many of you today, human security is about integrated responses that 

recognize the interdependencies and the interlinkages among the challenges faced by all of us in 

the international community. 

 

Human security is importantly oriented at preventing threats to well-being of human beings. In 

this regard three aspects were underlined: promoting a balanced development, helping people in 

conflict and post-conflict situations and thus preventing recurrence of the conflict, and applying 

the international law to protect human rights and fundamental freedoms. Special attention should 

be granted to the rights of women and to the fight against gender-based violence. 

 

Human security is about international, national and individual efforts that build on local 

capacities and empower people to fend for themselves in ways that are collaborative, responsive 

and sustainable.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

I conclusion, I would like to thank the keynote speaker H.R.H. Prince El-Hassan for his valuable 

contribution to the thematic debate. I also thank all Member States for their insightful 

contribution to this milestone thematic debate on human security and I call upon all to use the 

momentum behind human security to make our common efforts toward achieving the MDGs, 

promotion of human rights and security more efficient. 

 

Thank you. 



 
 

HRH Prince El Hassan bin Talal 
Thematic Debate on Human Security 

United Nations General Assembly 
New York, New York 

22 May 2008 
 
 

Dignity and Justice for All of Us: 
Human Security on the Global Commons 

 
 
President Srgjan Kerim, Distinguished Members of the General 
Assembly, Dear Colleagues and Friends,  
 
I am honored to have this opportunity to address you on the crucial 
topic of human security and I thank President Kerim for his kind 
invitation. 
 
The Third World is my first world, the most deprived and 
dangerous but also most diverse and dynamic part of the world.  
The region from which I come, the Middle East, embodies these 
qualities as well as anywhere in the third world. Perhaps because 
of its sometimes seemingly insuperable difficulties, the Middle 
East has accumulated an increasingly rich alphabet soup in an 
attempt to define it and to categorize the dynamics common 
throughout the region:  MENA (Middle East and North Africa), 
WANA (West Asia and North Africa),  NANE (North Africa and 
Near East), ROMENACA (Middle East, North Africa and Central 
Asia), and there must be more.  They come and go.  The region 
stretches from Marrakesh to Bangladesh, from Casablanca to 
Calcutta.  It is currently enduring at least three wars which have 
already resulted in more displaced human beings than at any other 
time in human history.  It contains some of the earth’s driest 
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regions and some of its richest – not only in oil reserves, which 
often seem more like a curse than an asset, but in its largely 
untapped human potential which is where we must expend our 
efforts to engender hope of better lives than most people currently 
endure.  
 
The term human security was coined to shift the focus of security 
from the state to the individual, to emphasize freedom from fear and 
want.  But I would like to depart from the familiar dichotomy 
between security as the defense of states and security as a personal 
right, and offer a different perspective, viewing this question through 
a wider lens, a lens which captures the full gamut of inter-personal, 
community-oriented and culturally-founded relationships which take 
place between the levels of individual and state.  This lens is the one 
with which I am the most familiar, and the lens, which I believe gives 
us a way to frame and implement effective and collective action 
toward the advancement of human security.  
 
The scale of the elemental crises of the last few weeks in China 
and Myanmar have given us a glimpse of the challenges that the 
world will continue to face.  They have reminded us of our 
common vulnerability and shared humanity while also 
emphasizing the need to bring the concept of human security from 
the conceptual to the practical as we ponder critical questions of 
responsibility and sovereignty.  It would seem to me obvious that 
we must frame the meaning of security within an expanded 
context, that human security must now contain the imperative of 
human survivability and resilience. 
 
Imbalances between nations – population growth, poverty, food, 
resources, ecology, migration, energy, money peace and cultural 
understanding – are pivotal security issues.  They have the capacity to 
impact individual lives exponentially in all places across the world.   
As transnational issues, they are multipliers of human security – 
either for widespread stability or instability - and these multipliers can 



 3

provide a new foundation for human security as a responsibility of the 
global commons.  
 
Let me explain what I mean by briefly reviewing current global 
conditions.  
 
Population Security 
World population is now 6.6 billion, and we’re adding 220,000 new 
people each day.  Our enlarging global population – combined with 
rising wages, purchasing power and consumption in the emerging 
economies – has escalated the demand for food, commodities, oil, and 
other resources.  If the world is going to carry 9 billion people by 
2050, we must all have the right to population security, ensuring that 
the resources available on this planet are sustainable in relation to our 
population growth and consumption per person. 
 
Food Security 
As the world grows more populous, many nations are also becoming 
more prosperous overall.  Some two dozen states from the emerging  
South have enjoyed economic growth and become more dependent on 
each other’s growth; but the poorer states of the developing South are 
just as dependent on demand from the North as they were thirty years 
ago.  One billion people still live in extreme poverty, 70% of whom 
are in Africa.  Unbearable poverty continues to afflict major regions 
of Asia and Latin America.  Three-quarters of the world’s poor live in 
rural areas, where food accounts for more than half of a family’s 
spending. 
 
As you are well aware, tightening food supplies and rising food 
demand are now resulting from: 
 

o poor harvests 
o lack of fresh water and fertile soil 
o rising prices for seeds and fertilizer 
o the use of food crops for bio-fuels  
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o increases in the land needed for meat and dairy  
     production (displacing grain production for people)  
o rising oil and transportation prices  
o trade-distorting subsidies on agriculture 
o and food export restrictions 
 

As demand soars, supplies are unable to keep pace. Food aid, health 
services, and medicinal supplies also decline as the price of food goes 
up, pushing hundreds of millions into hunger and malnutrition, 
economic depression, and social unrest.  It should be clear by now that 
water and food, which are essential to life, are human rights reflecting 
the personal dignity, common needs and well-being of humanity. 
 
Resource Security 
Nonrenewable resources are also being depleted at a rapid rate.  As 
population, industrial output and consumption continue to rise, more 
and more capital and energy are needed to grow food and to locate, 
extract, and process the remaining resources.  Major new investment 
is being diverted both into agriculture and the extraction of 
nonrenewable resources.  While this increasing financial speculation 
in food and resources is decisive in meeting human needs, it is also 
draining the money that would otherwise be going into industrial 
production and basic capital growth.  
 
This misallocation of investment – which is further distorted by 
uneven terms of trade – diminishes the quality of life and security for 
local populations across the world.  Obviously, the inequitable 
distribution of world resources has a profound impact on human 
security.  Each of us should have the right to an adequate supply of 
goods based on our interdependence with one another, the interests of 
our future welfare, and that of our descendants. 
 
Environmental Security 
Rising temperatures and extreme climate patterns are also having an 
enormous impact on human security.  Many people – especially the 



 5

poor in some of the world’s most crowded and marginally productive 
areas – are affected by: 
 

o a lack of water for drinking and irrigation 
o a decline in agricultural production 
o increased resource scarcity 
o loss of supportive wildlife 
o widespread disease from mosquitoes and other pests 
o declining health 
o economic losses caused by hurricanes, tornadoes and 

cyclones  
o volatility in economic output and trade 
o and increasing poverty 
 

The harmful impact of these climate extremes on human livelihoods 
and living conditions, combined with heightened competition for 
scarce resources, has triggered disputes over territory, food and water 
supplies, social and cultural traditions, and tribal and religious 
differences. Fundamental and unresolved issues of territoriality, 
identity and movement1of peoples lead to sectarian and ethnic 
violence, armed conflict, mass migration, and the spread of infectious 
disease.  The health, well-being and rights of those who are forced to 
leave their homes and communities through external disruptions must 
be given particular attention.  We usually think of migrants and 
refugees fleeing political conflict, but increasingly they are also victims 
of the menacing effects of global warming.  We are currently 
witnessing many instances of this kind of temperature-driven civil 
strife and social displacement in parts of Central Asia, the Middle East, 
Africa, and Latin America.   
 
Environmental stability, including the protection of displaced persons, 
is an essential human right that flows from our commitment to human 

                                                 
1 Millennium: Journal of International Studies, Vol.28, No. 3, 1999, pp.483-498 (16), Mapping Political 
Power Beyond State Boundaries, Dr. Lothar Brock 
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dignity, our connectedness with all living beings, and our responsibility 
to the Earth.   
 
Energy Security 
In addition to food, resource and environmental instability, there is 
growing anxiety about whether the world has enough oil to meet its 
future energy requirements.  As you know, an energy disruption in 
one area of the world has an immediate impact on prices and energy 
security in other areas.  The national security dangers arising from 
dependence on foreign oil, combined with aggressive competition for 
strategic reserves of fossil fuels, will likely lead to further degradation 
of natural resources, continued global warming, and major economic 
instability, particularly in the world’s most impoverished regions.  
And this is likely to further inflame extremism and terrorism in some 
places, particularly where rising energy costs severely impact human 
livelihood – which is why legal empowerment of the poor through 
improved access to justice, the rule of law, and property, labor and 
business rights, is now so critical.  
 
Access to reliable and affordable supplies of clean energy is an 
essential human right based on the responsibility of the world 
community to empower the poor to meet their material needs, to fuel 
economic productivity, and to ensure the quality of life for people 
everywhere. 
 
Monetary Security 
The rising demand for food, energy, and other resources, which is now 
causing significant declines in supply, has also become a source of 
macroeconomic instability.  Although emerging and developing states 
have been decoupling from the US economically for several years, they 
are still closely linked financially and monetarily.  If oil producers and 
states that peg or manage their currencies against the US currency 
decide that the long-term value of the dollar is unsustainable, they may 
shift their funds into other currencies.  The United States would be 
forced to (1) reduce its massive current-account deficit (its trade flows 
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and other international payments) through a significant drop in the 
value of the dollar; and (2) increase its savings, either through a huge 
decline in consumer and corporate spending or by slashing its federal 
budget deficit drastically.  
 
These two fiscal adjustments – especially if combined with the 
continuing inflation of food, commodity and energy prices – would 
send shockwaves across the world.  It would produce volatility in 
exchange rates, currency instability, disruption of global capital 
flows, a disorderly unwinding of global debt payments, and increased 
protectionism.  National budgets, trade balances, economic growth, 
jobs, income, and political stability would all be affected. 
 
That is why monetary security is vital now for everyone, especially 
the poor.  Our purchasing power, which directly affects the ability to 
feed our families, pay our bills, save and invest, is an essential social 
entitlement.  The right to stable currency rates – as an expression of 
our collective cultural values, personal livelihood and self-worth – is 
particularly important as we enter this uncertain period of adjustment. 
 
Cultural Security 
Money, energy, resources and materials are necessary but not all-
encompassing attributes of the human experience. Cultural security, a 
critical but often forgotten multiplier of human security, sets the stage 
through which all other forms of security ought to be defined and 
understood.  One cannot feel secure without mutual understanding 
and cultural integrity, a reality which has become increasingly 
apparent among both the developing and developed worlds.  
Perceptions of too-rapid cultural change or ‘cultural invasion’ spurred 
by globalization and migration have strained inter-personal and 
international relationships.  Lasting security for the individual and the 
nation necessitates a practical approach which understands culture as 
a pivotal component of human experience and political dialogue. 
 
 



 8

Preventive Security 
There is an additional multiplier of human security which is closely 
related to the others.  In states vulnerable to genocide, ethnic cleansing, 
and other crimes against humanity, as all may indeed be, there is an 
obvious need to protect individuals from atrocities before they are 
committed.   The concept of states having a ‘responsibility to protect’ 
(R2P) citizens of all nations, debated in recent years by the United 
Nations in response to escalating violence, remains more heightened 
and ideologically coloured than such issues commonly are.  I am of the 
opinion that the resolution of this debate is overdue.  
 
The question today is whether intervention in the affairs of a state is a 
moral duty of the international community or a violation of state 
sovereignty; yet there is no forward reason why sovereignty could not 
be shared to reflect the realities of an interdependent world.  Preventive 
security demands that we prepare for potential local and regional 
conflicts to protect people at risk of grave harm, and this becomes 
decisive as we face the grim prospect of mass hunger, large-scale 
environmental disruption, and clashes over increasingly scarce 
resources like oil and water in some areas.  The right to preventive 
security arises from our collective responsibility to guarantee political 
stability, protect the defenseless, and ensure human betterment, based 
on the unique value of every person. 
     
State and Market Security 
The final two human security multipliers are ones that you might 
have expected me to mention first.  But I don’t believe they need to 
be emphasized, since they are so familiar.  I’m speaking of states, 
which have the responsibility of providing political security to the 
people within their borders.  And, of course, free markets – including 
labor, production, and finance – which provide a vital basis for 
economic security.  States and markets are the cornerstones of 
modern civilization, and I could not possibly enumerate all of their 
many virtues in providing essential goods and services to consumers 
and protecting the welfare of citizens. 
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But I also think we overestimate their importance to human security.  
Indeed, because they exist virtually everywhere, there is a tendency to 
assume that only governments and markets can solve the world’s 
problems, or that governments and markets are the sole agents of 
human security.  Indeed, most of us are conditioned to see the world 
this way, which I believe is a very limiting point of view.  
 
As I travel and discuss with many people the global challenges we are 
facing, it becomes increasingly clear to me that there are few foreign 
policy or commercial solutions that will ensure the common security 
of humanity.  Strategic planning and cooperation for the future of the 
planet are desperately lacking.  
 
I will be frank.  The real issue today is not whether markets are self-
correcting or whether they need regulating by states.  The real issue is 
that nation-states and markets are not sufficient to handle the many 
problems that transcend national borders – problems like world 
hunger, resource depletion, economic deprivation, wealth disparity, 
global warming, environmental pollution, infectious diseases, cross-
cultural conflicts, and terrorism.  
 
Global Commons 
I’m convinced now as never before that there must be a third sector of 
popular will – a powerful countervailing force dedicated to ensuring 
human security and cooperation across borders. 
 
Responsibility and authority must shift from governments downwards to 
individuals, communities and civil society, and upwards to international 
organizations, regional systems and networks.  I also believe that together, 
as a global citizenry, we must now confront the many problems that 
impact our lives across territorial boundaries, involving matters of shared 
international concern that governments and markets are not equipped to 
address.  
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The real issues are: 
 

o that states have not relinquished their sovereignty to 
cooperate with one another more effectively, and market-
driven solutions have proven incapable of addressing the 
systemic problems that transcend national borders    

 
o that a new balance between the common interests of states, 

markets, and people is essential to economic and social 
development, environmental harmony, and peace 

 
o that all matters bearing on the global commons must soon be 

linked together in one multilateral agenda and discussed by a 
diverse group of representatives from every sector – 
government, business, and civil society  

 
o that these representatives should launch an immediate global 

action program ensuring the end of poverty, adequate food 
supplies, fair distribution of resources and commodities, a clean 
environment, protection of migrants and refugees, reliable and 
affordable energy, stable purchasing power, and a climate of 
peace  

 
o that this common action plan must also be seen as a tentative 

step toward geo-political realignment and global economic 
adjustment, leading to a greater degree of international unity 
and the creation of inclusive global governance  

 
I’m presently heading a group of high-level representatives called the 
Integrity Council that is serving as an advisory body for an 
international consultation process.  We have launched an international 
partnership – called the Coalition for the Global Commons – to engage 
civil society groups and individuals across the world in the 
development of a common global action plan, and empower them to 
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take an active role in shaping our growing interdependence across the 
global commons.  
 
My Dear Colleagues, on this 60th Anniversary of the UN Declaration of 
Human Rights, let us recognize that the principle of ‘Dignity and 
justice for all of us’ can only flow from human civilization as a single 
functioning whole – and therefore the question of cross-border 
intervention versus state sovereignty is ultimately a false dichotomy.  
To allow everyone in the world the opportunity to live free from fear 
and want, and to develop our full potentials in a healthy and supporting 
environment, means that individual rights, states rights, and 
international rights must be seen as an indivisible and dynamic unity, 
not as a source of polarization and conflict.  
 
As human beings we naturally inhabit the future and the present - not 
just the present.  If someone loses food, water and shelter, they can be 
provided with the means to obtain food, water and shelter, they can be 
provided with the means to obtain food, water and shelter again.  But if 
that person has also lost their hope and their values, providing for their 
material needs will never provide them with a future again.  Hope can 
only be rekindled with the re-implementation of those values which 
had been lost. 

 
When we say that we are looking at human security, what we mean is 
that we want to alleviate the present situation by creating a system so 
that, as the future keeps arriving, it arrives in the form of better and 
better present situations.  The consequences of what we do now must 
bring about a better present moment in which to live.  The results of 
our actions now should lead to improved quality of life and the ability 
to instill hope. 
 
I hope that by 2010 we can build the first step towards Sir Hersch 
Lauterpacht’s law of peace.   
 
Thank you. 
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Mr. President, 
 
At the outset, I would like to thank you for convening this informal debate on human 
security, and your comprehensive introduction this morning, as well as to thank His 
Royal Highness Prince El-Hassan Bin Talal of Jordan for honoring us with his 
presence and for his stimulating keynote address and invaluable contribution. 
 
Over the last decade there has been much deliberation and work of Member states, 
International organizations, academia and civil society to develop and promote the 
concept of human security. The World summit outcome document of 2005 which 
recognized that all individuals are entitled to Freedom from fear, Freedom from want 
and life of dignity was an important milestone in this universal effort.  
 
Israel welcomes the opportunity to discuss today the concept of human security and in 
particular to reflect upon the potential added value that this framework can contribute 
to existing multilateral framework and national actions. 
 
Mr. President,  
 
I feel I must refer to some observations made by some delegations today” 
 
Israel feels this important debate should reflect a unified effort to join forces, together, 
and exchange views on solving common problems by offering solutions, rather than 
highlighting, once again, politization and exhausting codes, mentioning specific 
conflict regions, while ignoring, for some reasons, many others. The political-related, 
region-specific debates here will not further this important universal discussion and 
belong, without any doubt, to other political fora.  
 
Mr. President,  
 
Israel understands that human security is a people-centered and individual focused 
approach that can be implemented in a variety of areas such as climate change, 
environment, sustainable development, non proliferation, human rights, armed 
conflict, culture of hate, crime prevention, terrorism and others. 
 
In this regard, the framework of human security can and should serve as a 
comprehensive and integrated approach to address the different challenges that human 
beings are faced with, some of which we have just mentioned.  
 
More over, the comprehensiveness of the approach can serve to identify and fill gaps 
in existing mechanisms – International, regional and national alike.  
 
Israel is reviewing the potential contribution of human security in different areas and 
considers the different measures taken so far by member states, as well as UN entities 
as a valuable basis for further development. 
 
We appreciate the contributions made today. Thank you President Kerim and his 
Royal Highness, once again, and we look forward for further discussion.   
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