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__________________ 

Sixty-first session 

Agenda item 112 
 
Strengthening of the United Nations system 
 
 

Draft resolution submitted by the President of the General Assembly 
 
 
 Strengthening of the capacity of the Organization on Peacekeeping Operations 

The General Assembly,  
 

Reaffirming the objective of strengthening the United Nations capacity to 
manage, sustain and increase the effectiveness of peacekeeping activities while at the 
same time ensuring the safety and security of all UN personnel and improving 
accountability and effective management of personnel and resources, 
 
1.  Commends the Secretary-General for his efforts to enhance the performance of the 
Organization in the conduct of peacekeeping operations; 
 
2.  Supports the restructuring of the Department of Peacekeeping Operations 
including the establishment of a Department of Field Support and notes, in this regard, 
the intention of the Secretary-General to appoint the Under-Secretary-General to head 
that Department; 
 
3. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a comprehensive report, as soon as 
possible, elaborating on the restructuring of the Department of Peacekeeping Operations 
and the establishment of the Department of Field Support, including functions, 
budgetary discipline and full financial implications – taking into account, inter alia, the 
recommendations of the Report of the Office of Internal Oversight Services1 − for the 
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stconsideration and decision by the General Assembly during its 61  session, in 
accordance with established procedures; 
 
4.   Calls upon the Secretary-General to take full account of the views of the Member 
States in this regard – including those expressed in the 2007 session of the Special 
Committee on Peacekeeping Operations – in particular the need to take all measures to 
guarantee unity of command, to promote integration of efforts and to strengthen 
operational capacities, both at headquarters and field missions; 
 
5.  Stresses that the actions to restructure the Department of Peacekeeping Operations 
should be implemented with full respect for the relevant mandates, decisions and 
resolutions of the General Assembly and of the Security Council; 
 

rd 6. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its 63  
session a report to review the implementation of the present resolution. 

 
_________ 
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Sixty-first session 

Agenda item 112 
 
Strengthening of the United Nations system 
 
 

Draft resolution submitted by the President of the General Assembly 
 
 
Strengthening of the capacity of the Organization to advance the disarmament agenda 
 
The General Assembly,  
 
 Recalling its resolutions 31/90 of 14 December 1976, 37/99 K of 13 December 1982 and 
52/12 of 14 November 1997,  
 
 Reaffirming the central role and primary responsibility of the United Nations in the field of 
disarmament, 
 
 Bearing in mind the rules of procedure of the General Assembly and the financial 
regulations and rules of the organization, 
 
 Taking note of the intention of the Secretary-General to establish an Office for 
Disarmament Affairs and to appoint a High Representative as the head of this Office, 
  
1.      Supports the establishment of an Office for Disarmament Affairs, while maintaining 
the budgetary autonomy and the integrity of the existing structures and functions of the current 
Department for Disarmament Affairs and the appointment of a High Representative as the head 
of the Office for Disarmament Affairs at the rank of Under-Secretary-General, and welcomes 
that the High Representative will report to the Secretary-General directly and be part of the 
policy-decision-making process of the Secretariat;  
 
2. Stresses that the Office for Disarmament Affairs will fully implement the relevant 
mandates, decisions and resolutions of the General Assembly; 



 

  

 
3. Requests the Secretary General to submit to the General Assembly, as soon as possible, 
following the appointment of the High Representative, a report, in accordance with established 
procedures, on the financial, administrative and budgetary implications arising from the 
appointment of the High Representative and implementation of the mandates assigned to the 
Office for Disarmament Affairs;  
 

nd4. Also requests the Secretary General to report to the General Assembly at its 62  session 
on the activities of the Office; 
 
5.      Further requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly for its 
consideration at its 63rd session a report to review the implementation of the present resolution. 
 

_________ 
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March 08 2007 
 
   
 
Excellencies,  
 

Following the informal meeting held on 5 March 2007, we are pleased to invite you to a second 
informal meeting of the General Assembly on 12 March 2007, at 3 p.m. (Conference Room 2).  

 

Please find herewith draft elements for a framework resolution, which we propose as a basis for the 
continuation of our work.  

 

Please accept, Excellencies, the assurances of our highest consideration.  
 

 
 
 

     
Ambassador      Ambassador 
João Manuel Guerra Salgueiro   Elbio O. Rosselli 
Permanent Representative of Portugal  Permanent Representataive of Uruguay 
 
 
 
 
 

All Permanent Representatives and Permanent Observers 
to the United Nations 
New York 



 
  Elements for a framework resolution – 8 March 2007 
 
 
 
The General Assembly, 
 

Reaffirming the objective of strengthening the United Nations capacity to manage, 
sustain and increase the effectiveness of peacekeeping activities while at the same time 
ensuring the safety and security of all UN personnel and improving accountability and 
effective management of personnel and resources, 
 
1. Commends the Secretary-General for his efforts to enhance the performance of 
the Organization in the conduct of peacekeeping operations; 
 
2. Supports the restructuring of the Department of Peacekeeping Operations 
including the establishment of a Department of Field Support and notes, in this regard, 
the intention of the Secretary-General to appoint the Under-Secretary-General to head 
that Department; 
 
3. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a comprehensive report, as soon as 
possible, elaborating on the restructuring of the Department of Peacekeeping Operations 
and the establishment of the Department of Field Support, including functions, budgetary 
discipline and full financial implications – taking into account, inter alia, the 
recommendations of the Report of the Office of Internal Oversight Services1 – for the 
consideration and decision by the General Assembly during its 61st session, in accordance 
with established procedures; 
 
4. Calls upon the Secretary-General to take full account of the views of the Member 
States in this regard – including those expressed in the 2007 session of the Special 
Committee on Peacekeeping Operations -  in particular, the need to take all measures to 
guarantee unity of command and to promote integration of efforts and strengthen 
operational capacities both at headquarters and field missions; 
 
5. Stresses that the actions to restructure the Department of Peacekeeping Operations 
should be implemented with full respect for the relevant mandates, decisions and 
resolutions of the General Assembly and of the Security Council; 
 
6. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its 63rd 
session a report to review the implementation of the present resolution. 
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February 27 2006 
 
   
 
Excellency,  
 

We have the honour to invite you to an informal meeting of the plenary, scheduled to take place on 
Monday, 5 March 2007 at 3p.m. in Conference Room 4. The meeting aims to exchange views on the 
process of considering the realignment of the Department of Peacekeeping Operations proposed by the 
Secretary-General, in the spirit of the letter sent by the President of the General Assembly to all 
Member States on 26 February 2007.  

 

In particular, we would welcome your comments and suggestions regarding the elements which could 
comprise a framework resolution that the General Assembly could adopt on this important matter.  

 

We look forward to your active participation in our deliberations and appeal for maximum cooperation 
and flexibility from all delegations.  

 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of our highest consideration.  
 

 
 
 

     
Ambassador      Ambassador 
Joao Manuel Guerra Salgueiro   Elbio O. Rosselli 
Permanent Representative of Portugal  Permanent Representataive of Uruguay 



  
  

 

26 February 2007
 

  

 
 
 
 

Excellency, 
 
At the informal meeting of the Plenary on 16 February 2007, a number of 
Member States requested that the process of considering the Secretary-
General’s proposals to realign the Department of Disarmament Affairs 
and the Department of Peacekeeping Operations (A/61/749, to be issued 
tomorrow) should be conducted in an open, transparent and inclusive 
manner, under the guidance of the President of the General Assembly. 
Furthermore, the Secretary-General asked me to guide this process, with 
a view to arriving at two framework resolutions addressing the respective 
proposals. 
 
I have consulted extensively with negotiating groups in the General 
Assembly, as well as with other Member States, and have decided to 
appoint two facilitators for each of the issues. Each two facilitators will 
conduct, on my behalf, open, transparent and inclusive consultations on 
the topic assigned to them. I am pleased to inform you that Ambassador 
Løvald, Permanent Representative of Norway, and Ambassador 
Kariyawasam, Permanent Representative of Sri Lanka, will facilitate the 
consultations on the realignment of Department of Disarmament Affairs; 
and, Ambassador Salgueiro, Permanent Representative of Portugal, and 
Ambassador Rosseli, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, on the 
Department of Peacekeeping Operations. I strongly encourage Member 
States to present the facilitators with their ideas and views to ensure full 
ownership of this process by the entire membership.  
 
 
 
 
All Permanent Representatives and  
Permanent Observers to the United Nations 
New York 
 



   2(2) 

I invite all Member States to extend their full cooperation and support to 
the facilitators throughout the consultation process. The Secretariat has 
also indicated its willingness to provide further technical information or 
clarification on the proposals to Member States, as and when requested. 
While taking into consideration the legitimate concerns of Member 
States, I wish to emphasize the need for all of us to work together in a 
constructive and flexible manner bearing in mind the need to assist the 
Secretary-General in discharging his important duties and to help him 
succeed in his endeavours.   
 
I will take stock of the progress of the consultation process and indicate 
the way forward after I return to New York from my official visits on 5 
March 2007. 
 
Please, accept Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.  
 
 

 
 
                              Haya Rashed Al Khalifa 
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15 March 2007 

 
 

Statement of H.E. Ms. Sheikha Haya Rashed Al Khalifa, 
President of the 61st Session of the General Assembly, 

at the General Assembly Meeting on Draft Resolutions L.54 and L.55 
 

 

Secretary-General, 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished delegates, 

 

The General Assembly has before it today two draft resolutions, L. 54 on strengthening the 

capacity of the Organization in peacekeeping operations, and L.55 on strengthening the capacity 

of the Organization to advance the disarmament agenda. 

 

I would like to thank all of you, the entire membership, for your constructive approach and the 

spirit of cooperation and flexibility shown throughout the consultation process. 

 

I would like also to thank those delegations who, although voiced a number of concerns, have 

worked constructively with me and the facilitators to address these concerns, without hindering 

our ability to adopt the draft resolutions today. 

 

I would particularly like to thank the facilitators, the Permanent Representative of Norway, His 

Excellency Johan Løvald; the Permanent Representative of Sri Lanka, His Excellency Prasad 

Kariyawasam; the Permanent Representative of Portugal, His Excellency, João Salgueiro; and the 

Permanent Representative of Uruguay, His Excellency Elbio Rosselli, for assisting me, so 

effectively, in conducting a transparent, inclusive and productive process of consultations, which 

lead us successfully to reach a balanced outcome, around which, we can all rally. 

 

The draft resolution on strengthening the capacity of the Organization in peacekeeping operations 

expresses the Assembly's political support, and gives procedural guidance from Member States to 

the Secretary-General. 

 

The draft resolution also provides that the restructuring of the Department of Peacekeeping 

Operations, referred to in operative paragraph 2, will be decided by the Membership through the 

established procedures of the General Assembly and its intergovernmental, technical, 

administrative and budgetary subsidiary organs. 

 

This will take place after the submission, by the Secretary-General, of the Comprehensive Report 

referred to in operative paragraph 3. 
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As stipulated in the resolution, the report should take full account of the views of Member States, 

in particular the need to take all measures to guarantee the unity of command, and the safety and 

security of all personnel working in the field. 

 

The report should also take into account the relevant General Assembly resolutions, including 

those related to specific requests by the Assembly, concerning the functioning of the various 

aspects of peacekeeping operations, such as resolutions 60/266 and 60/268 as well as others, in 

order to ensure the effective management of these operations and to establish clear lines of 

accountability and responsibility. 

 

By adopting the draft resolution on strengthening the capacity of the Organization to advance the 

disarmament agenda, the Assembly shall allow the Secretary-General to appoint a High 

Representative at the rank of Under-Secretary-General to head the new Office for Disarmament 

Affairs. 

 

It will provide the Secretary-General with the political support needed for him to discharge his 

duties in a flexible and effective manner, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the UN 

Charter. 

 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished delegates, 

 

It is my sincerest hope that the Assembly can move, now, to adopt both draft resolutions without 

a vote. 
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Concluding Remarks 

 

Secretary-General, 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

 

We have now adopted resolution 61/256 on strengthening the capacity of the Organization in 

peacekeeping operations, and resolution 61/257 on strengthening the capacity of the Organization 

to advance the disarmament agenda. 

 

I was very pleased that throughout the consultations process the Membership was united in 

providing the Secretary-General with the necessary political support so that he can more 

effectively discharge the responsibilities and duties of his important office. 

 

I believe that a strong Secretary-General is an essential component of a stronger and more 

effective United Nations. 

 

As we prepare to follow up on the consideration of the reports requested in both resolutions, I am 

hopeful that we will continue to work together, and with the Secretary-General, to strengthen our 

Organization to better meet the needs of the peoples of the World. 
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