




POVERTY & HUNGER

While the proportion of people living on one dollar a day or 
less has declined from 45.9 per cent to 41.1 per cent since 
1999, reaching the MDG target of halving the extent of 
extreme poverty by 2015 requires that the current pace is 
nearly doubled. 

At the same time, despite a high regional population growth 
rate of 2.3 per cent a year, the rising number of extreme 
poor has levelled off, increasing only marginally from 296 
million in 1999 to 298 million in 2004.

Progress for children has been excruciatingly slow towards 
the target of halving the extent of hunger, as the proportion 
of under-fives who are underweight declined by not much 
more than one tenth between 1990 and 2005, from 33 per 
cent to 29 per cent.

EDUCATION

There has been progress towards universal primary educa-
tion, with enrolment increasing from 57 per cent in 1999 
to 70 per cent in 2005 – but a gap of 30 per cent remains, 
and the number of school age children is increasing daily. 

•

•

•

•

In 2007, there are 348 million youngsters in sub-Saharan 
Africa under the age of 14, up from 237 million in 1990. 
The number is expected to reach 403 million in 2015.

GENDER EQUALITY

Although the share of parliamentary seats held by women 
has increased substantially, from 7 per cent in 1990 to 17 per 
cent this year, the share of women who earn a salary, aside 
from farming, still stood at less than one-third in 2005.

•

Africa and the Millennium Development Goals
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At the midway point between their adoption in 2000 and the 2015 target date for achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals, sub-Saharan Africa is not on track to achieve any of the Goals.  Although there have been 
major gains in several areas and the Goals remain achievable in most African nations, even the best governed 
countries on the continent have not been able to make sufficient progress in reducing extreme poverty in its 
many forms. 
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Proportion of people living on less than $1 a day, 1990, 1999 and 
2004 (Percentage)

Total net enrolment ratio in primary education, 1990/1991, 1998/1999 
and 2004/ 2005 (Percentage)
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CHILD  MORTALITY

Under-five mortality rates dropped from 185 per 1,000 live 
births in 1990 to 166 per 1,000 in 2005 – hardly making a 
dent in the objective of a two-thirds reduction by 2015, and 
now at twice the rate in the developing world as a whole.  
One positive step: due to extensive vaccination campaigns, 
measles cases and deaths on the sub-continent fell by nearly 
75 per cent between 1999 and 2005.

MATERNAL HEALTH

Maternal health remains a regional and global scandal, with 
the odds that a sub-Saharan African woman will die from 
complications of pregnancy and childbirth during her life at 
1 in 16, compared to 1 in 3,800 in the developed world.

AIDS & OTHER DISEASES

The number of people dying from AIDS continues to mount, 
reaching 2 million in 2006. Although prevalence rates have 
leveled off, the number of new cases, especially among 
women,  as well as the number of people with advanced HIV 
infection continues to grow and is rising faster than treatment 
services are being scaled up.

There is no evidence that the very high rate of new TB cases 
in sub-Saharan Africa is starting to level off.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

Only 42 per cent of people in rural areas had access to clean 
water, according to the latest 2004 data, and 63 per cent of the 

•

•

•

•

•

entire population lacked access to basic sanitation facilities 
– down only barely from 68 per cent in 1990, and far from 
the target of cutting this proportion in half by 2015.

The effects of climate change, which are already being 
felt, will only make achievement of the MDGs on the sub-
continent more difficult. According to projections by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change between 75 
and 250 million people will be exposed to an increase of 
water stress. Without adequate preparation, the impact 
could be devastating to rural economies and the livelihoods 
of the poor.
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Share of women in single or lower houses of parliament, 1990 and 
2007 (Percentage)

Maternal health: Proportion of deliveries attended by skilled health care 
personnel, 1990 and 2005

HIV prevalence in adults aged 15-49 in sub-Saharan Africa and all 
developing regions (Percentage) and number of AIDS deaths in 
sub-Saharan Africa (Millions), 1990-2006

21.8%

16.6%

16.3%

7.2%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25%

Developed regions 

Sub-Saharan Africa 

2007 1990

Photo by A
dam

 Rogers/U
N

C
D

F

21.8

16.6
16.3

7.2

0 5 10 15 20 25

Developed regions 

Sub-Saharan Africa 

2007 1990

57

45

43

42

0 20 40 60 80 100

Developing regions

Sub-Saharan Africa 

2005 1990



A WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY

While it is well known that the continent is the only region in 
the world where the number of extreme poor has risen over 
the past fifteen years, it may be less well known that African 
countries have experienced major improvements in key devel-
opment fundamentals. 

Fuelled by improved economic policies and rising commodity 
prices, annual economic growth has averaged close to 6 per 
cent for the last three years. This growth has been spread 
fairly evenly among countries, and the IMF now envisages a 
short-term trend rate moving toward 7 per cent per year.

There is a downward trend in the number of civil conflicts. 

Export receipts have improved current-account balances in 
many countries, and recently granted debt relief has reduced 
macroeconomic imbalances in the poorest nations. 

African enterprises are generating stronger domestic invest-
ment and productivity gains. 

Many governments in the region have continued to become 
more transparent, less corrupt and more democratic. 

Yet this progress remains fragile, as it is driven in large 
measure by a boom in commodity prices. African countries 
continue to depend on few primary commodities for export 
and lack the essential public investments in agriculture, 
health, education and infrastructure that are needed to 
strengthen capacity for production and trade, sustain high 
growth rates and create employment.

SOME SUCCESS STORIES

Countries across Africa are demonstrating that rapid and 
large-scale progress towards the MDGs is possible when 
strong government leadership and good policies are combined 
with adequate financial and technical support from the inter-
national community. Recent examples include:

In one year Malawi’s voucher programme for fertilizers and 
seeds has led to a doubling of agricultural productivity during 
the 2006/7 growing season.

Ghana is successfully implementing a national school feeding 
programme using locally produced foods.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda and many other countries have 
abolished fees for primary schools resulting in dramatic 
increases in enrolment during the space of a few years.

In 2006 Zambia cancelled fees for basic rural health services 
and Burundi introduced free medical care for mothers and 
children.

With support from the Red Cross Red Crescent, WHO, 
UNICEF and the US Centers for Disease Control, African 
countries such as Niger, Togo and Zambia have successfully 
launched national campaigns for measles vaccination and 
distribution of long-lasting insecticide-treated anti-malaria 
bed nets. These campaigns were rolled out nation-wide 
within a period of two weeks and led to at least a halving of 
malaria incidence.

In Niger, hundreds of thousands of people in rural commu-
nities greatly improved their livelihoods and reduced their 
vulnerability to droughts through large-scale reforestation 
driven by national policy reforms.

Senegal is on track to achieving the water and sanitation 
goals through a national investment programme financed 
with donor support.

Many African  governments, with growing donor support, 
are now taking to national scale the lessons of the Millen-
nium Villages – that local leadership and a combination of 
interventions can transform poor communities in a short 
period of time. 

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Percentage of children 12-23 months old who received at least one dose 
of measles vaccine
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The Millennium Development Goals

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
Reduce by half the proportion of people living on less 
than a dollar a day.
Reduce by half the proportion of people who suffer 
from hunger.

2. Achieve universal primary education
Ensure that all boys and girls complete a full course of 
primary schooling.

3. Promote gender equality and empower women
Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary 
education preferably by 2005, and at all levels by 2015.

4. Reduce child mortality
Reduce by two thirds the mortality rate among children 
under five.

5. Improve maternal health
Reduce by three quarters the maternal mortality ratio.

6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases
Halt and begin to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS.
Halt and begin to reverse the incidence of malaria and 
other major diseases.

7. Ensure environmental sustainability
Integrate the principles of sustainable development 
into country policies and programmes; reverse loss of 
environmental resources.
Reduce by half the proportion of people without 
sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic 
sanitation.
Achieve significant improvement in lives of at least 100 
million slum dwellers, by 2020.

8. Develop a global partnership for development
Develop further an open, rule-based, predictable, non-
discriminatory trading and financial system.
Address the special needs of the least developed coun-
tries, landlocked countries and small island developing 
States.
Deal comprehensively with developing countries’ debt.
In cooperation with developing countries, develop and 
implement strategies for decent and productive work 
for youth.
In cooperation with pharmaceutical companies, pro-
vide access to affordable essential drugs in developing 
countries.
In cooperation with the private sector, make available 
the benefits of new technologies, especially informa-
tion and communications technologies.

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

MEETING COMMITMENTS: 

THE GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP FOR DEVELOPMENT

Most African countries are ready to replicate and scale-up 
these successes, but they require more and better-quality offi-
cial development assistance to finance public investments in 
the MDGs. Yet, while aid to sub-Saharan Africa increased 
during the first few years of the Millennium, it has remained 
virtually unchanged since 2004, if one excludes one-off debt 
relief and humanitarian assistance.

Donors need to accelerate their plans to scale up assistance, to 
maintain the credibility of their 2005 pledge to double aid to 
Africa by 2010. Moreover, donors need to issue country-by-
country timelines for how they are going to increase aid, so 
that African governments can plan for essential investments 
and prepare supporting macroeconomic frameworks.  

Not only the developed but also many developing countries 
are granting duty free access to least developed countries in 
Africa, in accord with the Millennium Declaration principle 
of creating an environment “conducive to development and 
the elimination of poverty”. But even the African LDCs suffer 
from supply-side constraints and often unreasonable rules of 
origin on their products. On a broader scale, progress on the 
Doha round of talks to create a development-friendly world 
trade regimen has stalled and must move forward.

Despite the lack of progress towards the MDGs, the Goals 
remain achievable in most African countries. Yet time is run-
ning out to make the needed practical investments. Existing 
commitments made and reaffirmed by world leaders at the G8 
Summit in Gleneagles and the 2005 World Summit are suf-
ficient to meet the Goals. At the midway point of 2007, these 
commitments must be urgently translated into practical plans 
with systematic follow-through. 
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Statistical analysis and charts in this publication are an advance 
excerpt from The Millennium Development Goals Report 2007, 
based on the most up-to-date and comprehensive statistics avail-
able on global and regional MDG progress. More than 20 UN 
funds, programmes and agencies and other international organi-
zations, including the World Bank and the OECD, contribute to 
this annual report, which is coordinated and published by the UN 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Statistics Division.    
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NEW YORK 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
 
 
Information Note: ‘Financing Development to achieve the MDGs’  
 
 
1. The follow up meeting to the first informal thematic debate of the General 

Assembly, ‘Financing Development to achieve the MDGs’ will take place, on 
17-18 June 2007 at the Sheraton Hotel in Doha Qatar.  Participants are 
encouraged to stay at the Sheraton during the period of the meeting. 

 
2. This meeting is distinct from the meeting on the “Follow up to the 

International Conference on Financing for Development to review the 
Implementation of the Monterrey Consensus”, to be held in Doha in the second 
half of 2008. Consultations on this event are currently being facilitated by the 
Permanent Representatives of Egypt and Norway.  

 
3. Assistant Director of Sales, Shaher Mohammed Abu Haikal can assit you with 

arranging bookings at the Sheraton Doha Resort & Convention Hotel, Al 
Corniche Street, PO Box 6000, Doha, Qatar. (Tele: +974.485.4440; fax: 
+974.483.8771; Shaher.Abu-Haikal@Sheraton.com). 

 
4. Rasha Kayali (Liaison Officer for the Government of Qatar) can assist you 

with any queries regarding preparations and logistics for the meeting (Office 
tel: +974 4435132 ; cell: +974 6606818; Email: rasha@mofa.gov.qa). Please 
copy Mr. Yasser Abdullah (Office of the President of the General Assembly, 
abdullahy@un.org) into any correspondence with Ms. Kayali.  

 
5. Enquires from the Office of the President of the General Assembly should be 

directed to Mr. Yasser Abdullah (office: 001 212 963 1235 cell: 001 917 957 
8412 Email: abdullahy@un.org) 

6. A list of invitees to the meeting is attached.  
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United Nations,  

Tel: (212) 963 7555 

New York, NY, 10017 
Fax (212) 963 3301 

http://www.un.org/ga/president/61/
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17th – 18th June, 2007 

Doha, Qatar  
 

 
 

SUNDAY , JUNE 17TH  , 2007 
 
 

Events Time / Hall 
 

Opening Session 
 

 Welcoming Remarks, Government of Qatar 

 Opening Statement: UN GA President 
 

 

10:00 –10:30 
 

 

       Discussion on Financing to achieve the MDGs 

 Domestic resources mobilization, including by Least Developed 

Countries 

10:30 –11:30 

Coffee Break 11:30 – 12:00 

 2007 mid-point to achieve MDGs: progress and challenges ahead 

 Delivering on commitments: scaling-up, predictability, and 

effectiveness 

12:00 –13:30 
 

Lunch and Press Conference 13:30 –15:00 
 

       Continued discussion on Financing to achieve MDGs 

  Multilateral aid 

 New and emerging donors  

 Primary Education 
 

15:00 –18:00 
 

MONDAY, JUNE 18TH , 2007 

Events Time / Hall 
  

Discussion on successful examples of scaling up for the MDGs. 

 Water and sanitation 

 Millennium Villages 

 

10:00 –11:00 

Coffee Break 
 

11:00 –11:30 

Continued discussion on successful examples of scaling up for the 

MDGs. 

 Other examples of progress 

 The Way Forward to 2015 

 Closing 

 

 

11:30-13:00 

Lunch and Press Conference 13:00 –15:00 
 

 



MDGs in the Arab Region 2007: 

Progress and Challenges 
 

Tarik Alami,  

Officer In Charge 

Economic Analysis Division 

UN ESCWA 



ERADICATE EXTREME POVERTY AND HUNGER 

• Arab region as a whole has not made significant progress in reducing income 

poverty 

• Despite notable progress, malnutrition in Arab LDCs remains severe 

Proportion of Underweight Children Under Five Years of Age

(%) 

12.7

27.4

7.5

9.1

17.3

37.6

13.2

8.4

10.8

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

Arab Countries

LDC Countries

Maghreb Countries

Mashreq Countries

1990

1995

2000



 ACHIEVE UNIVERSAL PRIMARY EDUCATION 

• Almost two thirds of the more than 7.5 million out-of-school children in the 
region live in the Arab LDCs  

• Most subregions are on track towards reaching gender parity at the primary 
level  

• Youth literacy between 1990 and 2006 increased from 66.6% to 83.4% 
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PROMOTE GENDER EQUALITY AND EMPOWER WOMEN  

• Gains in education attained since 1990 have not been translated into higher 

female participation rates in non-agricultural labour markets  

• By April 2007 women held, on average, only 8.7% of the region’s national 

parliamentary seats, a figure among the lowest in the world 

 

Share of Women in Wage Employment in the 
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REDUCE CHILD MORTALITY and IMPROVE MATERNAL HEALTH 

• In the Arab LDCs, more than one in ten children die before reaching the age of 
five – around 5 times as much as in the GCC countries  

• One of the main factors is the low measles immunization rate of only 62.3% 
(2004)  

• Maternal mortality ratio in Arab region decreased by 34% between 1990 and 
2000, partly due to a considerable increase in births attended by skilled health 
personnel  

 

Under-five Mortality Rate (per 1,000 live births)
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COMBAT HIV/AIDS, MALARIA,TUBERCULOSIS, AND OTHER 

DISEASES  

• It is estimated that in 2005, 240,000 people developed tuberculosis and 43,000 

died from it  

• Prevalence of HIV/AIDS is relatively low in Arab region but the epidemic has 

been on the rise in many countries, particularly in the Arab LDCs 

• Malaria has been almost eliminated in the majority of Arab countries but 

remains highly endemic in the Arab LDCs, where on average 3,313 cases per 

100,000 were reported in 2005  
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ENSURING ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY  

• Seven Arab countries are among the ten water-scarce countries in the world 

• In Arab LDC’s only around one quarter of rural population has access to improved 

sanitation facilities 

• Total carbon dioxide emissions in the region soared to 1.2 trillion metric tons in 

2003, an 81% increase since 1990  

Proportion of Population Using Improved Drinking Water Sources, 

2004

Urban vs. Rural 
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DEVELOP A GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP FOR DEVELOPMENT  

• Recent increase in ODA to region is mainly due to large debt forgiveness 
grants to Iraq 

• In 2005, official development aid to each of the Arab LDCs, except Sudan, was 
below the level of 1990 

• Labour markets in most Arab countries characterized by widespread 
underemployment, very high rates of youth unemployment (2005: total of 25%, 
34% for young females), and low employment-to-population ratio  

 

Official Development Assistance to Arab Countries, 1990 - 2005 

(Net real flows, millions of US $)
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CHALLENGES I 

• Subregional disparities 

For most targets, Arab LDCs lag far behind other subregions  

Progress in Arab LDCs since 1990  has been slower than in other 
subregions, especially in poverty and health 

Arab region as a whole can only achieve MDGs if progress in Arab 
LDCs is accelerated → requires additional resources 

Some Arab countries, such as Egypt and Morocco, have made great 
strides since 1990 (MDGs as priority areas) 

 

• Conflict  

Violent conflicts impede any progress towards MDGs in several Arab 
countries; situation particularly severe in Iraq, Palestine, Somalia, and 
Sudan 

Negative impact on neighbouring countries and region as a whole (e.g. 
through influx of refugees,  reduced private investment, pressure on 
public infrastructure) 

 

 



CHALLENGES II 
 
• Gender 

 Despite progress on educational front, labor force participation low and female 

unemployment rates high → requires policy initiatives to reduce bias against 

hiring women 

 Barriers to full economic participation include lack of access to productive 

resources and credit through institutional constraints (inability to conclude 

contract in own name, inheritance laws, etc.) 

  Social factors hinder participation in political and public life (need to raise 

awareness through community-based initiatives) 

• Water scarcity 

 Given water scarcity and taking into account long-term population growth, the 

lack of integrated water resource management (IWRM) policies in Arab 

countries presents a challenge 

 Need to turn to non-conventional water resources: 1) seawater desalination 

(Gulf countries) and 2) agricultural drainage re-use (Syria, Iraq, and Egypt) 

 Lack of tools for monitoring, evaluating, and managing internationally shared 

aquifers in the Mediterranean countries 

 

 

 

























 

 

SCALING UP IN EDUCATION 
 
- THE VIEW FROM DFID 

Gary Jenkins 

Scaling Up Coordinator, DFID 
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SCALING UP IN EDUCATION 
-  THE VIEW FROM DFID 

 

 

 DFID’s priorities for scaling up 

 

 Case Study: EDUCATION FOR ALL 

 

 Translating commitments into action 

 

 Questions 
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DFID PRIORITIES  
FOR SCALING UP 2005 - 2015 

 

 

o use a country-led approach.  

o deliver long-term predictability as a basis for 
planning by partner countries. 

o ensure that fragile states will be included in scaling up 
and work towards more balanced international aid 
allocation.  

o use the scaling up process to increase aid 
effectiveness (especially predictability, harmonisation/ 
alignment and accountability).  

o determine a clearer division of labour between multilateral 
agencies 

o collective action to tackle long-term global challenges such 
as climate change, conflict, pandemic diseases. If ignored, 
these could undermine efforts to achieve the MDGs. 
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WHAT HAS DFID BEEN DOING 
SINCE 2005 ? 

Third White Paper (2006): Making Governance Work for the Poor 

 

- We will increase our budget to 0.7% of GNI by 2013 (0.51% by 2010) 

- We will commit at least half of all future bilateral aid to essential public 
services: education, health (including HIV+AIDS) water and sanitation, and 
social protection 

- We will spend at least £8.5 billion on education between 2006 and 2015. 

 

New Health Strategy (June 2007) 

 

Plans for Water/Sanitation, Aid-for-Trade, Fragile States 

 

Work on innovative financing mechanisms (IFFIm, Advance Market Commitments) 

 

International coordination: DAC+World Bank meetings 

 

Aid allocation …. 
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EDUCATION FOR ALL:  
THE PROBLEM 

 77 million primary aged children worldwide not 
enrolled in schools 

 

 44 million (57%) are girls 

 

 18 million teachers needed (UNESCO).  Plus 
quality improvements 

 

 $9 billion additional aid needed to reach MDG. 

 

 To complete primary school by 2015, must enrol 
by 2008 
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EDUCATION FOR ALL: 
DFID SUPPORT  

 Initiative launched in Maputo (April 2006).  Follow-up in Brussels “Keeping our 
Promises on Education” (May 2007) and G8 Summit in Heiligendamm. 

 

 Country-led: support long-term education sector plans by governments 

 17 African countries have developed 5-10 year plans for 25 million children 

 Asian and other African countries preparing plans. 

 

 Predictability:  UK will spend £8.5 billion on education 2006-2015 

 Estimate enough to get 15 million children through better primary schools 

 

 Fragile states:  5-10 preparing plans.   

 

 Aid effectiveness: Fast Track Initiative (FTI) supported by 15 donors.  
Coordinates technical and financial support.   

 

 Challenges: HIV+AIDS, post-conflict countries, children with disability, gender 
equality. 
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“RESULTS RESOURCES AND 
PARTNERSHIP” 

 

 

 “Not another donor-driven process!” 

 

 Country-led process for scaling up 

 

 Deliver donor commitments at Monterrey, New York, 
Gleneagles, Barcelona, Paris … 

 

 Simplify existing processes 
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RRP: WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
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“The first RRPs will test the feasibility of a joint commitment by donors to 
control total ‘programmable’ aid between specified upper and lower bounds 
from now to 2015, with firm commitments made for the next 3-4 years” 
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RRP: WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

 "A limited number (20-25) of results should be 
prioritised and defined by partner countries (based on 
PRS or equivalent strategies) and monitored". 

 

 "The RRP process will be country-led and support the 
Paris Declaration by developing closer donor 
coordination and harmonisation on key issues, and 
action on Paris principles that have a local priority.“ 

 

 "It is envisaged that the RRP process will lead to 
annual meetings, led by partner governments, at 
which short documents prepared by the 
government will be agreed, covering Results, 
Resources, and actions on Paris principles." 
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QUESTIONS  

 

 

 Which DFID priority is most important for 
developing countries? 

 

 Is RRP interesting for developing countries? 

 

 Which aspect of RRP is most important for 
developing countries? 

 

 



1 

 

 

 

 

The Role of Multilateral Agencies   

 
 

Financing Development to Achieve  

The Millennium Development Goals Meeting  

 

 Doha, Qatar 

June 17-18, 2007 



2 

Outline of the Presentation 

1. Aid architecture: some key features. 

2. Other financial flows. 

3. The roles of and challenges facing the 

multilateral system. 
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Multilateral ODA by channel 
(net disbursements, $ million at 2004 prices, 1960-2005,  

period averages) 
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Private Flows to Sub-Saharan Africa 

(billions US$) 
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Entry of Many New Actors 

• China’s commitments in Africa are 

more than any other donor 

  

• International private philanthropy 

(Gates Foundation) providing 

significant funding 
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 The number of bilateral donors has grown 

from 5-6 in the mid-1940s to at least 56 today 

 There are currently over 230 international 

organizations, funds, and programs - in 

addition to NGOs and private philanthropy. 

Proliferation of Donors  
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Paris Declaration on Aid 

Effectiveness: 

From donor-led to country ownership 
  

 

Development Results 
M

a
n

a
g

in
g

 fo
r R

e
s
u

lts
 

4 

Ownership 
(Partner countries) 
 

 

Partners 
set the 
agenda 

  
1 

Aligning with 
partners’ 

agenda 

Using 
partners’ 
systems  

Alignment 
(Donors - Partner) 

  

2 

Harmonization 
(Donors - Partner) 

 

Establishing 
common 

arrangements  

Simplifying 
procedures 

Sharing 
information 

3 



Main Areas of Effort in the Paris 

Agenda Towards Accra 

• Improve predictability of aid. 

• Enhance division of labor among 

development partners.  

• Rely more on country systems. 

• Increase use of sector-wide approaches. 

• Progress in untying aid. 

• More decentralization of decision making. 
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Three Key Roles for the 

Multilateral System 

• Finance 
Private flows remain highly concentrated 

Even well performing countries often face constraints 
in mobilizing resources. 

• Knowledge 
Aid alone cannot bridge gaps in knowledge and 

capacity that keep countries from applying successful 
best practices. 

• Policy coordination to address global 
challenges 
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Challenges to support and 

strengthen the role of multilateral 

institutions 

• Financial support to MDBs concessional arms. 

• Efficiency of MDBs delivery services to better 

tailor individual client demand. 

• Improving coherence, harmonization and 

cooperation among multilateral players.  

• Considering options for strengthening 

voice/participation in multilateral institutions.  
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Thank you for your 

attention 



Implementing G8 Commitments on 

Aid Volume and Predictability 

Presentation by Simon Scott 
Development Co-operation Directorate, OECD 

 
Doha, Qatar, 17 June 2007 



The G8 Commitments 

• Total EU aid: 0.56% of GNI by 2010 

• Japan: $10 billion increase by 2010 

• Canada, Australia: double aid by 2010 

• US: no overall target, but big increases in 

bilateral programmes - MCA, PEPFAR etc. 

 



Adding it up… 

• Total aid should rise from $80bn in 2004 

to $130bn in 2010 

• Half the increase is promised for Africa 

(G8 and Millennium+5 summit) 



Long-term Trend in DAC ODA 



Analysing Recent Trends 



Aid to Africa 



How Are We Doing? 



Some Hopeful Signs 

• Germany increased aid by $750m 

at Heiligendamm 

• New sources of financing – airline taxes, 

IFFIm 

• More aid to health promised 

• China becoming a major donor 



Thank You 
for your attention. 



United Nations  Nations Unies 
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17 June 2007 

 
 

Statement of H.E. Ms. Sheikha Haya Rashed Al Khalifa, 
President of the 61st Session of the General Assembly, 

at the Follow-Up Meeting “Financing Development to Achieve the 
MDGs” 

 
 

Excellencies, and distinguished delegates thank you for coming to this important event and for 

your contributions. I would also like to thank and all those involved with arranging this meeting 

and the State and people of Qatar as our generous hosts. 

 

This meeting is timely and important because it is taking place at the midpoint between 2000 and 

2015 – when we have committed to achieving the MDGs – but also because it is a staging post to 

the Ministerial meeting on Financing for Development taking place in Doha in 2008. 

 

By hosting this meeting the government of Qatar is making an important contribution to the 

process, and galvanizing international support for the achievement of the MDGs. 

 

The meeting has helped to raise awareness about the need for delivering on commitment and 

making additional contributions among the emerging donors in the Middle East. There has also 

been a frank exchange of views between donors and partner countries about the challenges ahead 

and how these can be best addressed. 

 

Many speakers have elaborated on the need for the donor community to meet the international 

commitments that have been made on financing development; and also for developing countries 

to meet their commitments – made within a framework of mutual accountability – to put in place 

inclusive and accountable governance structures and sound policies. 

 

The Monterrey Consensus looked at financing development from many angles: domestic and 

external resources, public and private, and also governance frameworks that influence the ability 

to mobilize resources, and how those resources are allocated. 

 

There is a need to increase aid in line with the Gleneagles and other pledges, and also improve its 

quality in line with the Paris Declaration. 

 

Aid delivered in line with donor priorities and not in line with country priorities – including 

through multilateral channels – will be less effective at reducing poverty, will constrain national 

policy space, and will undermine domestic accountability. 

 

While this meeting has reaffirmed the importance of delivering the commitments on aid, it is also 

an opportunity to emphasize a key message. Notwithstanding uneven progress between and 
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within regions, and on the Goals themselves, it is still within our grasp to achieve the MDGs. The 

MDGs can be met if the right policies are put in place and supported by sufficient resources. 

 

I outlined many of the successful examples of scaling up in my introductory statement. During 

the meeting we also heard in presentations from ESCWA, DFID, the World Bank, Millennium 

Villages and the OECD about the progress already made and challenges ahead to achieve the 

MDGs by 2015. I would personally like to thank the presenters for their important contribution. 

 

I would also like to emphasis that the United Nations has been helping governments to develop 

ambitious, MDG-based national development strategies, and supporting practical initiatives to 

scale-up to meet the MDGs. 

 

In summary, the MDGs can be met if political will is displayed on all sides. While the Monterrey 

Consensus outlined many areas in which progress must be made, an important area in the 

foreseeable future is meeting the existing international commitments on aid. 

 

It is my personal hope that the Financing for Development meeting in Doha next year will be 

successful in re-focusing attention on this most pressing global challenge. In the remainder of my 

Presidency of the General Assembly I will continue to work on this important issue to ensure that 

the international community lives up to the high expectations of many people in developing 

countries. 



 
 
 
 

Statement by Mr. Adolf Kloke-Lesch,  
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development of the 

Federal Republic of Germany, on behalf of the European Union,  
on the occasion of the thematic debate  

“Financing Development to achieve the MDGs” 
(Doha, June 17.-18., 2007) 

 
 

Madame President, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. 

The Candidate Countries Turkey, Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 

the Country of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidate Serbia as 

well as the Republic of Moldova align themselves with this declaration. 

First of all, I would like to thank the Government of the State of Qatar for its hospitality in 

hosting this important event. 

We are gathering here in Doha at mid-point between the Millennium General Assembly of 

2000 and 2015, the due date for delivery of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 

With half the time passed we ask ourselves: where do we stand? Are we on track? Well, the 

picture is mixed, there is light and shadow.  

Regionally, there is good progress especially in Latin America, China and India while the 

challenges remain huge in South-Asia and in Sub-Saharan Africa which remain off track on 

all the goals.  

As to the global achievement on the MDGs, we will probably meet the poverty reduction 

target, whereas progress on some other MDGs is very slow, with MDG 4 -child mortality- 

lagging behind the most. According to the 2007 World Bank “Global Monitoring Report”, 

only 32 out of 147 countries were on track with this goal in 2005. I could also cite education, 

where we have not made sufficient progress to achieve equal enrolment rates of girls and 

boys, and where today’s projections forsee net enrolment worldwide to reach only around 

87% by 2015. So we must do more. 



The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has told us where we stand on climate and 

ecological sustainability. While the news is bad enough for the world as a whole, Africa is 

already, and will be even more, the continent most severely affected by global warming. The 

effects of climate change will be an additional challenge in meeting the MDGs. 

On HIV/AIDS, we did manage to stop or even reverse the spread of the pandemic in some 

countries. But if we want to win the battle against HIV/AIDS and the other pandemics 

globally we need to increase our efforts now. The G8 countries have shown in Heiligendamm 

that this is possible. The 60 billion dollars committed to the fight against AIDS, tuberculosis 

and malaria over the coming years are a clear demonstration that key development issues are 

high up on the political agenda and command the attention of world leaders. 

Resource mobilization is a complex process though, involving all stakeholders, not just donor 

country governments. In line with the primary responsibility for development which rests with 

the governments of developing countries, effective and sustainable domestic resource 

mobilization in developing countries is essential and most effective within a framework of 

good financial governance and transparency. I think the Extractive Industries Transparency 

Initiative (EITI) which more and more countries have joined should be mentioned here as 

highly laudable example. Lasting domestic resource mobilization also requires a stable 

environment, conducive to economic growth and respectful of human rights. In our context 

here this is all the more relevant as many MDGs are intimately related to human rights.  

Focussing again on Africa, we see that – driven by political and economic reforms – growth 

in many countries is accelerating and thus helping tackle the pressing challenges the continent 

faces. What we now need is a vigorous impetus to ensure that this growth translates into 

meeting the Millennium Development Goals. 

The national effort is complemented by trade, foreign investment, official development aid 

(ODA) and debt relief. The current favourable global economic situation including record 

growth in many countries also in Africa could facilitate all forms of resource mobilization. 

This opportunity should be utilized to the largest extent possible. Also in order to make best 

use of increased resources, we need mechanisms for scaling up and improving aid 

effectiveness especially at country level in line with the Paris Declaration on aid 

effectiveness. This includes a diligent and comprehensive needs assessment as well as 

effective development cooperation structures. 



Madame President, 

The European Union supports developing countries in all four areas, and on ODA we are 

particularly proud to have collectively not only achieved, but exceeded already in 2005 the 

ODA target of 0,39% of gross national income – a target for 2006 which was agreed in 

Barcelona on the eve of the Monterrey Conference in 2002. In 2005 the European Union has 

set new ambitious targets for 2010 and 2015. The European Union is currently providing 57 

% of global ODA and is committed to reach the target of 0, 7 % of gross national income by 

2015. I am pleased to note that we are seeing continuing real and very substantial increases in 

ODA on our way to meet these targets. Against the global trend in 2006, the combined ODA 

of the EU actually rose by 2.7 % in real terms from USD 55.7 billion in 2005 to USD 58.9 

billion. The larger donor community is also well aware of the need of increased efforts. This 

is the message from the G8 summit in Heiligendamm, which reaffirmed the commitments 

made in Gleneagles and as already mentioned made significant additional commitments to 

fight HIV/AIDS and other pandemics. All this is part of a global effort to mobilize resources 

for achieving the MDGs. This global effort also includes South-South cooperation which – I 

hope – sooner rather than later will become an integral part with shared values and principles 

of cooperation for development. 

Concerning additional sources of financing, we are pleased to note, that in the shortest 

possible time, three innovative financing mechanisms have been launched, resulting in an 

impressive mobilization of resources for development. One is the International Finance 

Facility for Immunisation (IFFIM), which provides substantial support through GAVI for 

vaccination and immunisation of children. Another is the air-ticket solidarity levy, which 

finances sustainable access to affordable drugs to fight HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria 

through UNITAID. The third is the Advanced Market Commitments initiative as an attempt 

to accelerate research for new and effective vaccines which will benefit the poorest countries. 

Many developing countries and industrialized countries have joined these initiatives. 

Also, finding innovative ways of leveraging remittances as an effective source of finance for 

development – whilst fully respecting their nature as private flows – has attracted increasing 

attention over the last few years and is bound to continue doing so, as the numbers of 

migrants continues to grow. Once again in this field, the European Union is building upon 

successful experiences and strategies, such as simplifying and reducing transaction costs, 

improving access to financial services and – on a voluntary basis – creating public-private 



alliances with the aim of carrying out community-based projects and fostering local 

entrepreneurship. 

Madame President, 

I hope the discussions at this meeting will give a further impulse to the Financing-for-

Development process on the way to the FfD Conference here in Doha in 2008 and strengthen 

our collective will to reach the MDGs. 

Thank you. 
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17-18 June 2007 

 
 

“Financing Development to Achieve the Millennium Development 
Goals” 

 
 

Statement by Paul Ladd, UNDP 
 

Thank you Mr. Chair, Excellencies, Delegates, and all those involved with arranging this 

meeting. Thank you especially to the State and people of Qatar as our generous hosts. 

This meeting is timely and important because it is taking place at the midpoint between 2000 and 

2015 – when we have committed to achieving the MDGs – but also because it is a staging post to 

the Ministerial meeting on Financing for Development taking place in Doha in 2008. 

Other participants have elaborated on the need for the donor community to meet the international 

commitments that have been made on financing development; and also for developing countries 

to meet their commitments – made within a framework of mutual accountability – to put in place 

inclusive and accountable governance structures and sound policies. 

The Monterrey Consensus looked at financing development from many angles: domestic and 

external resources, public and private, and also governance frameworks that influence the ability 

to mobilize resources, and how those resources are allocated. 

In the short to medium term external public flows will be especially important in supporting the 

capital accumulation process that underpins development. There is a need to increase aid in line 

with the Gleneagles and other pledges, and also improve its quality in line with the Paris 

Declaration. UNDP agrees, and is concerned, that aid delivered in line with donor priorities and 

not in line with country priorities – including through multilateral channels – will be less 

effective at reducing poverty, will constrain national policy space, and will undermine domestic 

accountability. Efforts are also needed to broaden and deepen debt relief to those still servicing 

unpayable debts, especially where these were contracted by undemocratic and unaccountable 

regimes. 

Beyond these aid commitments, the international community has the responsibility to put in place 

supportive and coherent international policies for development – on trade, investment and capital 

flows, the environment, migration, technology development and transfer, intellectual property 

rights, and responding to crises. Many of the international policies in place currently are 

incoherent and undermine growth and sustainable human development. 
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In the long term, sustainability of the development effort implies relying primarily on domestic 

resources. This will mean putting in place progressive, equitable and efficient tax policies, 

improving revenue collection, and national and international actions to combat tax evasion and 

capital flight. 

While this meeting has reaffirmed the importance of meeting the commitments on aid, UNDP 

believes that this meeting is also important because it gives an opportunity to emphasize a key 

message. Notwithstanding uneven progress between and within regions, and on the Goals 

themselves, it is still within our grasp to achieve the MDGs. The MDGs can be met if the right 

policies are put in place and supported by sufficient resources. 

UNDP responds to the requests of governments to develop ambitious, MDG-based national 

development strategies, as requested at the 2005 World Summit, paying attention to basic rights 

and gender equity. We focus on building national capacities to lead the development process, and 

support practical initiatives to scale-up to meet the MDGs. In doing this work we have seen the 

leadership of developing countries displayed through many successful initiatives: 

 Ghana is successfully implementing a national school feeding programme using locally 

produced foods, and reaching about 1 million children 

 Malawi, Tanzania, Uganda and Kenya have abolished fees for primary schools, with 

enrolment increasing to 85% in Tanzania, at the same time as improving teacher training 

and classroom capacity 

 Zambia has cancelled fees for basic rural health services, and Burundi has introduced free 

medical care for mothers and children 

 Senegal has put in place a national investment programme in water and sanitation, and is 

on course to reach the relevant parts of MDG 7 

 Finally, the Millennium Villages have shown that through focusing on concrete 

interventions it is possible to deliver rapid results within a defined geographical area 

In summary, the MDGs can be met if political will is displayed on all sides. While the Monterrey 

Consensus outlined many areas in which progress must be made, an important area in the 

foreseeable future is meeting the existing international commitments on aid. 

We therefore hope that the Financing for Development meeting in Doha next year will be 

successful in re-focusing attention on this most pressing global challenge. 
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18 June 2007 

 
 

Statement of H.E. Ms. Sheikha Haya Rashed Al Khalifa, 
President of the 61st Session of the General Assembly, 

at the Follow-Up Meeting “Financing Development to Achieve the 
MDGs” 

 
 

Excellencies, and distinguished delegates thank you for coming to this important event and for 

your contributions. I would also like to thank and all those involved with arranging this meeting 

and the State and people of Qatar as our generous hosts. 

 

This meeting is timely and important because it is taking place at the midpoint between 2000 and 

2015 – when we have committed to achieving the MDGs – but also because it is a staging post to 

the Ministerial meeting on Financing for Development taking place in Doha in 2008. 

 

By hosting this meeting the government of Qatar is making an important contribution to the 

process, and galvanizing international support for the achievement of the MDGs. 

 

The meeting has helped to raise awareness about the need for delivering on commitment and 

making additional contributions among the emerging donors in the Middle East. There has also 

been a frank exchange of views between donors and partner countries about the challenges ahead 

and how these can be best addressed. 

 

Many speakers have elaborated on the need for the donor community to meet the international 

commitments that have been made on financing development; and also for developing countries 

to meet their commitments – made within a framework of mutual accountability – to put in place 

inclusive and accountable governance structures and sound policies. 

 

The Monterrey Consensus looked at financing development from many angles: domestic and 

external resources, public and private, and also governance frameworks that influence the ability 

to mobilize resources, and how those resources are allocated. 

 

There is a need to increase aid in line with the Gleneagles and other pledges, and also improve its 

quality in line with the Paris Declaration. 

 

Aid delivered in line with donor priorities and not in line with country priorities – including 

through multilateral channels – will be less effective at reducing poverty, will constrain national 

policy space, and will undermine domestic accountability. 

 

While this meeting has reaffirmed the importance of delivering the commitments on aid, it is also 

an opportunity to emphasize a key message. Notwithstanding uneven progress between and 
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within regions, and on the Goals themselves, it is still within our grasp to achieve the MDGs. The 

MDGs can be met if the right policies are put in place and supported by sufficient resources. 

 

I outlined many of the successful examples of scaling up in my introductory statement. During 

the meeting we also heard in presentations from ESCWA, DFID, the World Bank, Millennium 

Villages and the OECD about the progress already made and challenges ahead to achieve the 

MDGs by 2015. I would personally like to thank the presenters for their important contribution. 

 

I would also like to emphasis that the United Nations has been helping governments to develop 

ambitious, MDG-based national development strategies, and supporting practical initiatives to 

scale-up to meet the MDGs. 

 

In summary, the MDGs can be met if political will is displayed on all sides. While the Monterrey 

Consensus outlined many areas in which progress must be made, an important area in the 

foreseeable future is meeting the existing international commitments on aid. 

 

It is my personal hope that the Financing for Development meeting in Doha next year will be 

successful in re-focusing attention on this most pressing global challenge. In the remainder of my 

Presidency of the General Assembly I will continue to work on this important issue to ensure that 

the international community lives up to the high expectations of many people in developing 

countries. 
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“Financing Development to Achieve the Millennium Development 
Goals” 

 
Statement by H.E. Ahmad bin Abdullah Al-Mahmoud, Minister of 

State for Foreign Affairs, Member of the Council of Ministers 
 

 

HE President of the United Nations General Assembly  

HE President of the ECOSOC- UN 

Excellencies 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

I have the pleasure on behalf of the government of the State of Qatar, to express sincere thanks to 

all participants in the meeting on Financing Development to achieve the MDGs, for their positive 

and constructive spirit that prevailed in our deliberations in the past two days. 

 

Discussions during the two-day meeting have, as a matter of fact, reflected that many developing 

and least developed countries, especially those in the African sub-Sahara, are off-track in 

achieving any of the MDGs. 

 

We hope that these discussions have contributed in developing our ideas and views regarding the 

best practices and experiences in two major pivots namely, the challenges in the way of realizing 

MDGs, and thinking of the best practices and experiences in this field. It was illogical, however, 

to reach and develop specific and final attitudes and formulate foundations that contribute in 

deepening our understanding and defining our march to bring views closer together and attain 

more harmonization in vision in order to work out practical arrangements that support and boost 

the constructive participation which was one of the salient features of the international conference 

on financing development. We are keen to ensure that such feature will continue to serve the 

development process at international, regional and national levels. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Our meeting has resulted in certain facts that should be examined and considered because they 

will have a great impact in achieving the MDGs: 

 

 Discussions indicated that some of the first seven MDGs may be realized but perhaps 

their realization will not have a deep impact. 

 Several African countries have made remarkable success concerning a number of MDGs. 
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 ODA declined by 5% and reaching the 0.7% target is still far away. The average aid 

presented by OECD members until 2006 was 0,3% in spite of the fact that countries like 

Denmark, Sweden, Norway and the Netherlands bypassed the set percentage of 0,7%. 

 The increase referred to in 2006 is attributed to debt relief of two big countries, more than 

that it emanated from increases, in real terms, in ODA. 

 There were FDI flows but they were limited in most cases to a number of the emerging 

countries. 

 The developing countries should be supported and assisted in developing and 

implementing their national development strategies in a manner that enables them to 

achieve the MDGs. This should be done through coordinated and progressive support to 

realize their plans to achieve the MDGs. 

 Country – ownership of development plans should be stressed and underlined. 

 With the entry of new actors and donors, coordination and harmonization among all 

partners should be encouraged. 

 

Distinguished Guests, 

 

I do not want to go into details of the discussions during this meeting in the past two days, but I 

would like to urge all the participants to work together and extend aid and support to all countries 

and the African sub-Saharan least developed countries in particular, in order to achieve the 

MDGs. 

 

With this spirit we look forward to see you all next year in Doha, so as to make big steps towards 

wider scopes in development and to promote the spirit of participation among the peoples of the 

world. 

 

May Allah Al-Mighty bless us all to work for the welfare and prosperity of mankind at large. 

Thank you. 





 

UNITED NATIONS  NATIONS UNIES 
NEW YORK 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
 
 
Information Note: ‘Financing Development to achieve the MDGs’  
 
 
1. The follow up meeting to the first informal thematic debate of the General 

Assembly, ‘Financing Development to achieve the MDGs’ will take place, on 
17-18 June 2007 at the Sheraton Hotel in Doha Qatar.  Participants are 
encouraged to stay at the Sheraton during the period of the meeting. 

 
2. This meeting is distinct from the meeting on the “Follow up to the 

International Conference on Financing for Development to review the 
Implementation of the Monterrey Consensus”, to be held in Doha in the second 
half of 2008. Consultations on this event are currently being facilitated by the 
Permanent Representatives of Egypt and Norway.  

 
3. Assistant Director of Sales, Shaher Mohammed Abu Haikal can assit you with 

arranging bookings at the Sheraton Doha Resort & Convention Hotel, Al 
Corniche Street, PO Box 6000, Doha, Qatar. (Tele: +974.485.4440; fax: 
+974.483.8771; Shaher.Abu-Haikal@Sheraton.com). 

 
4. Rasha Kayali (Liaison Officer for the Government of Qatar) can assist you 

with any queries regarding preparations and logistics for the meeting (Office 
tel: +974 4435132 ; cell: +974 6606818; Email: rasha@mofa.gov.qa). Please 
copy Mr. Yasser Abdullah (Office of the President of the General Assembly, 
abdullahy@un.org) into any correspondence with Ms. Kayali.  

 
5. Enquires from the Office of the President of the General Assembly should be 

directed to Mr. Yasser Abdullah (office: 001 212 963 1235 cell: 001 917 957 
8412 Email: abdullahy@un.org) 

6. A list of invitees to the meeting is attached.  
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SUNDAY , JUNE 17TH  , 2007 
 
 

Events Time / Hall 
 

Opening Session 
 

 Welcoming Remarks, Government of Qatar 

 Opening Statement: UN GA President 
 

 

10:00 –10:30 
 

 

       Discussion on Financing to achieve the MDGs 

 Domestic resources mobilization, including by Least Developed 

Countries 

10:30 –11:30 

Coffee Break 11:30 – 12:00 

 2007 mid-point to achieve MDGs: progress and challenges ahead 

 Delivering on commitments: scaling-up, predictability, and 

effectiveness 

12:00 –13:30 
 

Lunch and Press Conference 13:30 –15:00 
 

       Continued discussion on Financing to achieve MDGs 

  Multilateral aid 

 New and emerging donors  

 Primary Education 
 

15:00 –18:00 
 

MONDAY, JUNE 18TH , 2007 

Events Time / Hall 
  

Discussion on successful examples of scaling up for the MDGs. 

 Water and sanitation 

 Millennium Villages 

 

10:00 –11:00 

Coffee Break 
 

11:00 –11:30 

Continued discussion on successful examples of scaling up for the 

MDGs. 

 Other examples of progress 

 The Way Forward to 2015 

 Closing 

 

 

11:30-13:00 

Lunch and Press Conference 13:00 –15:00 
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