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Mr. Chair, 

At the outset, my delegation would like to congratulate you on assuming your 

important role in this Committee. Under your able leadership, we hope that we will 

be able to produce productive outcomes throughout the 5th Committee sessions of 

the 75
th

 General Assembly. 

As was discussed during last month’s general debate, the United Nations has 

already undertaken enormous tasks in terms of both quantity and quality, but it also 

must respond to new challenges including the COVID-19.  

In this regard, my delegation believes appropriate provision of financial resources 

is crucial. However, we would also like to underline the importance of efficiency, 

effectiveness, and accountability of resource management to ensure the sustainable 

provision of resources. 
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In particular, my delegation notes that the proposed program budget for 2021 is not 

based on the budgetary assumptions relating to the pandemic, as the report was 

finalized at the start of the pandemic outbreak. Although it may take time to fully  

assess the financial implications of the pandemic, my delegation believes the 

impact of the pandemic should be appropriately discussed at this session and 

reflected in the 2021 regular budget to the extent possible based on the most recent 

available information to maintain the relevance of our discussions. In this regard, 

my delegation expects timely updates on the financial impact of the pandemic from 

the Secretariat.   

With regard to UN management reform, my delegation would like to reaffirm my 

Government’s support for the Secretary-General’s initiative. The pandemic has 

reminded us of the great need for a more agile and nimble UN system. In this 

connection, the utility of the annual budget cycle has never been more evident and 

we need to redouble our efforts to make the annual budget cycle more stable and 

better integrated into the budgetary system.  

My delegation takes note of the point made in the report of the Secretariat on UN 

management reform that the pandemic has served as a meaningful opportunity to 

review the ongoing management reform initiative. My delegation expects to find 

viable lessons to make reform more successful from the experience of responding 

to the pandemic throughout this session. 
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Mr. Chair, 

Lastly, I would like to appreciate that members of the 5th Committee and the 

Secretariat have successfully managed to produce tangible outcomes under the 

extraordinary conditions we continue to face. My delegation hopes that we can 

harness the current pandemic situation as an opportunity to review and improve 

our working methods, including by reducing chronic extension of the period of the 

session and negotiations after normal working hours.   

My delegation would like to reaffirm our strong commitment to constructive 

engagement and cooperation with all of our partners for the successful outcome of 

this session. Thank you very much. /END/ 


