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STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE AFRICAN GROUP BY MR MOHAMED TRAORE, 

SECOND COUNSELLOR AT THE MISSION OF MALI TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

DURING THE CLOSING SESSION OF THE MAIN PART OF THE SEVENTY-FIFTH 

SESSION OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY  

(NEW YORK, 30 DECEMBER, 2020) 

 

 

Mr. Chairman,  

 

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the African Group at the closure of the work 

of the Fifth Committee during the main part of the 75th session of the General 

Assembly.  

 

2. I would like to thank you for your continued leadership throughout the session as 

well as the Bureau, for the pivotal role played to ensure the successful conclusion 

of the fifth committee work and business continuity of the organization.  

 

3. Similarly, the African Group wishes to express its profound appreciation to the 

Secretariat of the Committee, led by Mr. Lionel Berridge for facilitating our work 

which was conducted under very difficult and complex environment given that most 

meetings were conducted virtually. This was indeed no mean task and cannot go 

without recognition by the African Group. 

 

4. The Group acknowledges the presence of Mr. Chandru Ramanathan, the Assistant 

Secretary-General, Controller and conveys its gratitude for his dedication 

throughout the session.  

 

5. The African Group aligns itself with the statement just delivered by the 

Distinguished Representative of Guyana on behalf of the Group of 77 and China.  

 

Mr. Chair,  

 

6. I wish to reaffirm the importance the African Group attaches to the work of the 

Organization and the need to ensure smooth functioning and effective discharge of 

the mandated programmes and activities. For the third time in a row since the 

committee resorted to conducting its meetings virtually, during the first resumed 

session, we successfully worked to ensure an adequate level of resources for the 

programme budget 2021 for full implementation of all mandated programmes and 

activities.  
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7. During this session, the committee considered a number of important agenda items. 

The Group is pleased that we have successfully concluded deliberations on some 

of these agenda items namely; programme budget 2021, United Nations common 

system, construction and property management, Administration of Justice, the UN 

Joint Staff Pension Fund, International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals, 

Umoja and Financial reports and audited financial statements, and reports of the 

Board of Auditors, just to mention but a few.   

 

8. While the African Group commends the flexibility shown by delegations in these 

challenging times, we can not help but to express our surprise regarding the 

unusual outcome on Special Political Missions budget. Indeed, adopting a text, 

regardless of the level of financial resources, and depriving the Member States of 

their ability to adopt policy paragraphs, sets an unexpected working method for the 

Committee, particularly on such an important agenda item.  

 

9. Indeed Chair, the African Group is of the view that Special Political Missions need 

financial and human resources, as much as they need proper guidance from the 

Member States, through the general Assembly. In that regard, the Group wishes to 

stress the following:  

 

- The African Group adhered to the consensus considering the exceptional 

circumstances that required exceptional measures; 

- It is important to highlight that this consensus doesn’t imply any precedent 

concerning skeletal resolution for Special Political Missions; 

- Existing agreed languages of the General Assembly continue to apply to the 

SPMs, unless decided otherwise by the Assembly; 

- The African Groups reserves the right to amend its position.  

 

Mr Chair,  

 

10. The Africa Group commends the Secretary-General's commitment to continuing 

open and transparent consultation with the General Assembly on his interlinked 

reform initiatives, as well as his reaffirmation of the inter-governmental processes 

as enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and related resolutions by this 

Assembly. The Group however expresses deep regret that the committee could not 

arrive at consensus on very important reform agenda items which very close to our 

heart. Key among them being the review of progress in the implementation of 

management reforms and the peace and security reform. These reforms are critical 

in supporting the efforts by the Secretary General to create a 21st century UN that is 

better equipped to address the complex contemporary challenges facing 

humankind.  
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11. The Group attaches great importance to the efficient functioning of this Committee. 

The late submission of documentation remains a going concern to the Group. We 

regret the delay in the submission of a number of documents late in the session 

which was compounded by the difficulties faced by the Committee due to the 

current set up of conducting meetings virtually. The African Group is equally 

concerned that the interpretation services which are vital for the participation of our 

group were lacking once again during this session and this limited the active 

participation of many delegations.  

 

12. The Africa Group also take this opportunity to thank delegates for their active and 

constructive engagement and most importantly their show of flexibility during the 

negotiations which enabled us deliver on concrete outcomes. 

 

13. Mr. Chairman, as we close the year and the Session, the African Group would like 

to thank the delegation of the Guyana for their exemplary leadership to the Group of 

77 and China. We join other delegations in celebrating the accomplishments under 

their leadership under the most difficult and unprecedent time when for the first time 

in the history of the organization negotiations were conducted virtually. The African 

Group would also like to assure the Republic of Guinea-the incoming Chair of G77 

and China, our unwavering support in the facilitating the work of Group.  

 

14. Finally, allow me to also express my sincere appreciation and gratitude to all the 

Africa Group fifth committee experts and my Bureau Members for their unwavering 

support and commitment which enabled the Group jealously deliver on a number of 

successful outcomes during this session. I look forward to the same support and 

collaboration as we prepare for the upcoming first and second resumed sessions. 

 

15. As I conclude, I wish to take this early opportunity to wish you all good health, and 

happy festive season.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


