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Statement by Ambassador DAI Bing on Improving the
Financial Situation of the United Nations at the Main

Part of the Fifth Committee During the 75th Session of
the General Assembly

October 16, 2020

Mr. Chair,

The Chinese delegation thanks Ms. Catherine Pollard,

Under-Secretary-General for Management Strategy, Policy and Compliance,

for the presentation on the financial situation of the Organization made on

October 8, 2020 and for the updates provided. China aligns itself with the

statement made by the representative of Guyana on behalf of G77 and China

and would like to make the following observations:

At a series of high-level meetings during the 75th session of the UNGA,

world leaders called for upholding multilateralism and strengthening

solidarity and cooperation to address global challenges. As the most

universal, representative, and authoritative organization, the United Nations

should play a greater role. Finance serves as a foundation of and an

important. element underpinning UN governance . Sound financial situation is

the guarantee for the UN to fulfill its mandates and to implement program

activities. In the face of the complex global challenges, Member States



should actively fulfill their financial obligations to the UN as set out in

the Charter and provide necessary resources to the UN.

According to the presentation of the Secretariat, as of last month, the total

unpaid assessments under the regular and peacekeeping budgets amount to

1.497 billion US dollars and 2.757 billion US dollars respectively. One

Member State owes the UN regular budget and peacekeeping budget 1.09

billion and 1.388 billion US dollars, accounting for 73 per cent and 50 per

cent of the total arrears. Despite the dire financial situation of the UN and

the Secretary-General's repeated calls for timely payment, the Member State,

with full capacity to pay, still withholds its assessed contributions and

leverages them to serve its political agenda, pressing the UN and shifting

financial burdens to other Member States. This is the major cause of

liquidity crisis. China expresses its serious concern in this regard.

China commends many Member States who have paid their assessed

contributions to support the work of the UN with concrete action despite

their difficulties. China, along with the majority of Member States, also

understands the economic and financial difficulties facing some developing

countries and supports the GA in making necessary allowance for their

situation in accordance with the provisions of Article 19 of the UN Charter.

In spite of the tremendous economic and fiscal pressure from the COVID-19

pandemic, China, as the second largest financial contributor to UN assessed

budgets and a responsible developing country, has paid 1.32 billion US

dollars to the UN this year. We call upon all Member States, in particular

those with the capacity to pay, to pay their assessed contributions in full, on

time, and without conditions.

We firmly oppose any unilateral coercive measures which violate the

2



purposes and principles of the UN Charter, international law, and the basic

norms of international relations. Due to these measures, Venezuela cannot

pay its contributions despite its ability and willingness to pay. This has

affected its rights and interests in the UN. We hope the Secretariat could

make every effort to assist Venezuela in paying contributions and ensure its

equal participation in the work of the General Assembly. This is also helpful

to addressing the financial difficulties of the UN. This should not become a

political tool of the Host Country to bash specific countries .

The international community has high expectations for the UN. We hope the

Secretariat could take effective measures to overcome difficulties, including

cash shortage, and ensure the implementation of the responsibilities

entrusted by the UN Charter and all the mandates. Troop and police

contributing countries make huge contributions to the UN peacekeeping

operations. We hope the Secretariat could reimburse troop and police

contributing countries in a timely manner and avoid further exacerbating the

financial burden of these countries. Meanwhile, the Secretariat should

continue to strengthen budget performance management, improve internal

control, and adhere to financial discipline to ensure that every penny of the

tax payers of the Member States is put to good use.

Thank you, Mr. Chair.
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