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Mr. Chair, 

1. I have the honor to speak on behalf of the African Group on Agenda item 141: 

Proposed Programme Budget for 2021. 

 

2. At the outset, the African Group would like to thank the Secretary-General of 

the United Nations, Mr. Antonio Guterres, for the presentation of his proposed 

programme budget for 2021, and Mr. Abdallah Bachar Bong, Chairman of the 

Advisory Committee, for introducing the Committee’s related report. 

 

3. The African Group aligns itself with the statement delivered by the 

representative of the Cooperative Republic of Guyana on behalf of the Group of 

77 & China, and we wish to add a few remarks. 

Mr. Chair  

4. The Proposed Programme Budget for 2021 comes at a time when the world is 

grappling with the effects of the Coronavirus pandemic that has affected 

humanity, economies and disrupted social routines from all over the world in a 

way never witnessed before.  

 

5. There has never been a time when the United Nations is more needed than 

now. Indeed, many countries have only the United Nations to turn to, in search 

of effective and lasting solutions to the challenges they continue to face during 

this period of uncertainty. It is, therefore, imperative that the Secretary-General 

is given enough resources enable the United Nations to execute its mandate 

given by the General Assembly. In this regard, the African Group will be 

interested in receiving more information on the impact of the Covid-19 on the 

programme budget, the mitigation measures put in place, and the lessons 

learned by the Organization. 

 

6. Furthermore, it was our hope to see within the budget the work being done by 

the Organization in assisting the most vulnerable of countries in getting back 

better from the pandemic. We hope the Secretary-General will shed more light 

in this regard at the national and regional levels. 



Mr. Chair 

7. The African Group will actively participate in the Committee’s deliberations on 

this agenda item while paying keen attention to the funding for the Economic 

Commission for Africa (ECA); Special Political Missions, international 

cooperation for development including the funding for Least developed 

countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing States, 

United Nations support for the New Partnership for Africa’s Development 

(NEPAD), Economic and social development in Africa, Construction and 

property management, development account among others. 

 

8. In addition, the African Group is concerned with the situation regarding the 

development account and its decreasing percentage share of the overall budget. 

We encourage the Secretary-General to track and identify savings resulting 

from efficiency measures to be transferred to the Account as required by 

General Assembly resolution 52/12 B. 

 

9. Furthermore, the African Group notes from the budget proposal that a 

functional review of the Office of the Special Adviser on Africa was undertaken 

to reinforce the strengths and comparative advantages of the Office and 

address gaps in the implementation of its mandate in addition to the evaluation 

of the programme by the OIOS. The Group looks forward to receiving the 

revised estimates in that respect. 

Mr. Chair   

10. The Committee finds itself discussing the 2021 budget in a hybrid setting of 

both physical and but predominately virtual meetings with significant 

challenges, especially concerning interpretation services during informal 

consultations, which may hamper the effective participation of all the Member 

States. We hope that the Secretariat will continue making efforts to have this 

issue addressed as soon as possible to enable all the Member States to 

participate equally. 

Mr. Chair. 

11. Turning to the Programme planning for 2021, the Group commends the 

Committee for programme coordination for its conclusions and 

recommendations this time around on the majority of the programme plan and 

on the coordination report of NEPAD. We wish to reiterate our long-standing 

support for the CPC as the main subsidiary organ of the General Assembly and 

Economic and Social Council for planning programming and coordination 

responsible for analyzing and presenting the plan outline that reflects the long-



term priorities and objectives of the Organization and the programme plan for 

programmes and subprogrammes.  

 

12. In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, we would like to take note that, for the year 

2021, the Secretary General has proposed a budget of 2.9 billion dollars, which 

represents a reduction of 86.5 million dollars reduction, before recosting, 

compared with the approved budget for 2020. We would like to reiterate our 

long-standing position that the United Nations budget must always be 

commensurate with given mandates. The Programme budget is in this session 

the most important Agenda item as it is the resource base upon which the 

United Nations fulfills its role and given mandates, especially Agenda 2030 and 

Agenda 2063, both of which the African Group aspires to.  

 

13. In this regard, Mr. Chairman, rest assured in knowing that the African 

Group is very much committed to engaging constructively on this important 

agenda item and looks forward to its deliberations and in providing the budget 

to the Secretary-General on time. 

 

I thank you   

 

 


