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Mr. Chair,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the Member States of the European 

Union.  

The Candidate Countries the Republic of North Macedonia, Montenegro, 

Serbia and Albania, the country of the Stabilisation and Association Process 

and potential candidate Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the EFTA country  

Liechtenstein, member of the European Economic Area, as well as Georgia, the 

Republic of Moldova and Ukraine, align themselves with this statement. 

 

I would first like to thank Vivian van de Perre, Acting Director, Field 

Operations Finance Division, for presenting the report of the Secretary General 

and Mr. Abdallah Bachar Bong, Chair of the ACABQ, for presenting the 

Committe’s related reports. 

At the outset, the European Union and its Member States would like to reiterate 

their appreciation for the important work carried out by the Special Political 

Missions. The Member States of the European Union have consistently 

emphasized their critical importance. We welcome their role in operationalizing 

the Secretary-General’s appeal for a global ceasefire on 23 March. We also 

commend the efforts that allowed business continuity despite the COVID-19 

pandemic, putting additional pressure on UN personnel and operational 

capacities, limiting travel and abilities to support dialogue and carry out 

preventive diplomacy and peacemaking. At the same time, we continue to 

recognize the need for their effective management and efficient support 

arrangements. We believe the Fifth Committee should exercise its oversight 

function but above all ensure that missions have adequate capacities and 

resources to pursue the full implementation of their mandates. 

 

Mr. Chair,  

 

Special Political Missions are instrumental in breaking silos between the three 

pillars of the United Nations: peacekeeping, development and human rights. In 

doing so, they help strengthening the consistent cross-pillar coordination 

 
 The Republic of North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 



envisioned by the Secretary General in the alignment of the three reform 

streams. In that regard, we welcome the positive results in system-wide 

coherence and integration, the increasing cooperation across pillars and closer 

work with the Resident Coordinator system as illustrated by the double- or 

triple-hatted resident coordinators in six of the SPMs. 

 

As we celebrated last month the 20th anniversary of Security Council resolution 

1325 (2000), the Member States of the European Union wish to reiterate the 

importance of women’s full, equal and meaningful participation in conflict 

prevention and resolution, and their commitment to support SPMs work towards 

meaningful participation of women. The Women, Peace and Security agenda 

has become even more crucial against the COVID-19 pandemic, which 

exacerbated gender inequalities and increased gender-based violence.  

 

Mr. Chair, 

 

On the issue of funding and backstopping, the Member States of the European 

Union wish to restate the key importance that we attach to the consensus 

tradition in the Fifth Committee, on all issues. This long-standing practice is at 

the core of the Fifth Committee working methods, it forms an integral part of 

the negotiation dynamics and, we believe, must continue to do so.  

 

We recall that in the 68th session, the Committee came very close to agreeing a 

concrete measure to improve the backstopping of the missions, and we hope 

that the weeks ahead will provide us all with the opportunity to reaching 

agreement this time around. We also believe that the new management 

paradigm, and the rationalization of policy and support functions between the 

newly created Department of Management, Strategy, Policy and Compliance 

and the Department of Operational Support as in GA Resolution 72/266 A and 

B have made many of the suggestions and recommendations outlined in SG 

Report A/66/340 and the corresponding ACABQ report (A/66/7/Add21) 

outdated and irrelevant.  

 

With this in mind, we believe that the current reports are no longer valid and 

should be re-evaluated in light of the reviews on management reform and the 

reform of the budget process. 

 



Mr. Chair,  

 

To conclude, the European Union and its Member States look forward to 

working closely and engaging constructively with all Member States, with the 

aim of agreeing on an adequate and robust 2021 budget for the Special Political 

Missions, whose contribution is more important than ever. We are also firmly 

committed to supporting the establishment of the UN Integrated Transition 

Assistance Mission in Sudan (UNITAMS) and the appropriation of adequate 

resources to enable it to respond to needs on the ground and fulfil its mandate.  

 

I thank you Mr. Chair. 


