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STATEMENT BY AMB SUSAN MWANGI, CHARGE’ D’AFFAIRES 

PERMANENT MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OF KENYA TO THE 

UNITED NATIONS ON AGENDA ITEM 141: PROPOSED 

PROGRAMME BUDGET FOR 2021: CONSTRUCTION AND 

PROPERTY  MANAGEMENT IN RELATION TO THE PROGRESS ON 

THE REPLACEMENT OF OFFICE BLOCKS A-J AT THE UNITED 

NATIONS OFFICE AT NAIROBI (UNON) AT THE MAIN PART OF THE 

FIFTH COMMITTEE DURING THE SEVENTY-FIFTH SESSION OF THE 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY (NEW YORK, NOVEMBER 19, 2020) 

 

Mr. Chair, 

 

1. I wish to thank you for giving me the floor  

 

2. From the outset, my delegation would like to thank Mr. Chandru 

Ramanathan, Controller, Office of Programme Planning, Budget and 

Accounts, and Mr. Abdalla Bachar Bong, Chair of the Advisory 

Committee for Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ), for 

introducing their respective reports. 

 

3. My delegation aligns itself with the statement delivered by the 

distinguished representative of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana 

to the united nations on behalf of the group of 77 and china, and the 

statement delivered by the distinguished representative of the 

Permanent Mission of the Republic of Mali to the United Nations on  
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behalf of the African Group and I would wish to make the following 

additional remarks.  

 

Chair  

 

4. As the host country, my delegation attaches great importance to the 

United Nations Office at Nairobi as one of the four UN headquarters.  

  

5. Besides donating 140 acres of land to the UN where the United Nations 

Office at Nairobi is located, the Government of Kenya has continued to 

make deliberate efforts by investing in strategic infrastructural, health 

and ICT projects every year to ensure that the environment is 

conducive for the United Nations to discharge its important mandate 

even amidst the covid-19 pandemic. We remain true to the spirit of 

multilateralism by honouring our obligations and responsibilities in 

conformity with the Headquarters Agreement.  We wish to at this 

juncture acknowledge and thank all UN Member States for their 

valuable support and unwavering commitment in this regard.  

 

Chair, 

 

6. The United Nations Offices presence in Nairobi and demand for office 

space continue to expand. This attested by the 2020 office space 

survey outcomes, with the future staff numbers projected at 4,645. 

This creates an imperative to accelerate the replacement of office 
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blocks A-J to create adequate and modern office accommodation for 

the secretariat agencies and non-secretariat United Nations entities. 

 

7. As most of you may be aware, the existing office blocks A-J at the Gigiri 

complex are 42 years old and are not only a major health and safety 

risk to the UN personnel working there but also poses a major 

reputational risk. In this regard, we remain fully seized of objective for 

which this project was conceptualized namely; to address the 

significant health, safety and code compliance elements associated with 

the existing office blocks A-J, for which it has already been determined 

that it is more economical to construct new buildings rather than to 

renovate, operate and maintain the existing ones. This is in addition to 

the increased space utilization in comparison to the existing one.  

 

8. Notably, my delegation wishes to echo out the sentiments made 

regarding conformity with relevant building standards and best 

practices during the conceptualization, design, construction, and 

renovation. In light of the uncertainties emerging from the COVID-19 

pandemic including its resultant dynamics and in line with UN’s four-

point plan for a return to the office, considerations are being made for 

a remodification of floor plans for the UN offices in Nairobi. This 

proposal could therefore not have come at a better time than now 

when considerations are being made towards the renovation of blocks 

A-J.  
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Chair, 

 

9. Finally, my delegation is convinced that UNONs presence in Africa 

demonstrates the potential of the African Continent to uphold 

Multilateralism and rules-based world order. Kenya is hopeful that the 

UN system will continue to increase its funding for UNON as a truly UN 

Headquarters not only in Africa but in the developing world to be at par 

with all other United Nations Headquarters.  

 

10. My delegation looks forward to engaging constructively during informal 

consultations on this important matter. 

 

11. Thank you for your attention. 

 

 


