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Mr. Chair,  
 
1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the Group of 77 and China on agenda 
item 140: Programme Budget for 2020: Status of Implementation of the 
Information and Communications Technology Strategy for the United Nations.  
 
2. The Group thanks Mr. Kay Scheller, Chair of the Board of Auditors and Mr. 
Abdallah Bachar Bong, Chair of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions for introducing their related reports.  
 
Mr. Chair, 
 
3. The five years for the implementation of the ICT strategy in the United Nations 
ended on 10 February 2020. The Group of 77 and China continues to appreciate 
the importance of information and communications technology (ICT) in 
strengthening oversight and accountability within the Organization, especially in 
the context of ongoing reform initiatives.  
 
4. The Group also continues to recognize the important role played by ICT in 
facilitating efficient and effective deliberations within intergovernmental bodies.  
 
5. In appreciation of the Organization’s five-year plan to simplify and optimize the 
benefits of technology as a transformational tool whose use would enable a 
successful delivery of mandates, the Group welcomes improvements made to the 
ICT landscape Secretariat-wide. 
 
Mr. Chair,  
 
6. Pursuant to General Assembly resolution 70/238 B and in provision of an 
examination of the implementation of the strategy, the Board of Auditors has 
conducted an audit and submitted its fourth annual report on the implementation 
of the ICT strategy. The Group, as always, is appreciative of the Board’s hard 



work and diligence in preparing such detailed reports. 
 
7. The Board provides 19 recommendations in total during the present reporting 
period, among which the Group finds several ones notable: 
 
(a) Ensure that ICT activities are aligned with organizational priorities and to 
improve transparency and strengthen accountability, and develop an 
accountability framework for ICT; 
(b) Map the functions, roles and responsibilities of the divisions, sections and 
services within the Office in order to avoid overlapping and duplication of 
functions; 
(c) Formalize the Umoja mainstreaming and transition plan at the earliest 
possible time; 
(d)Take forward the information security initiatives identified earlier; and 
(e) Disable accounts and telephone connections that are no longer needed and 
reduce potential operational and financial risks. 
 
8. The Group notes with concern that the rate of implementation is rather 
abysmal. Of the 50 pending recommendations of the Board as of 31 December 
2019, only 14% of recommendations have been fully implemented with others 
either being contested or at various stages of the implementation process.  
 
9. The Group underscores the need for the Secretariat to implement the Board’s 
recommendations urgently and in full, particularly in the areas of governance, 
performance management, accountability, information security and Umoja 
mainstreaming.  
 
10. The Group also notes that there is no quantifiable data of the benefits to be 
accrued or an estimation of the savings to be realized through a transition to 
global sourcing. In this regard, the Group encourages the Secretary-General to 
intensify his efforts to increase procurement of ICT goods and services from 
developing countries while ensuring the most cost-effective use of resources and 
economies of scale. 
 
11. We look forward to receiving further updates on progress made in respect of 
the implementation of the Board’s recommendations during informal 
consultations. 
 
Mr. Chair, 
 
12. The Covid-19 Pandemic has impacted the work of the United Nations in an 
unprecedented way. The Group of 77 and China commends the 
Secretary-General in applying ICT to ensure business continuity in such difficult 
times. We cannot overemphasize the need to harness the potential of ICT to 
continue to support the work of the Organization, especially in accelerating the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, thus our continuous commitment to 



the implementation of the Strategy. 
 
13. In being consistent with this demonstrated commitment, the Group wishes to 
assure you of its readiness to engage constructively on this agenda item. 
 
I thank you. 


