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Mr. Chairman, 

Distinguished Delegates, 
 

 

1. I have the honour to introduce the report of the Secretary-General on budgetary procedures 

and practices, issued under document symbol A/74/852. The Committee would recall that this 

report was requested in December in resolution 74/251 under the agenda item on programme 

planning. 

2. Mr. Chairman, the report responds to the request set out in paragraph 7 of General 

Assembly resolution 74/251 on programme planning.  Section II of the report addresses the request 

to present a review of the impact of the changes to the budgetary cycle on the established budgetary 

procedures and practices as they pertain to the agreed sequential nature of the review processes of 

the proposed programme budget.  Section III of the report responds to the request to present 

possible scenarios for early action by the General Assembly on parts I and II of the proposed 

programme budget. The possible budgetary implications in 2021 and beyond that would arise 

should any of the scenarios described in section III be adopted are set out under each of the 

respective scenarios presented.   
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3. The report reminds us that the budgetary cycle has been evolving over time, most notably 

since the introduction of programme budgeting in 1974 with several experiments held over the 

past 46 years.  The sections that describe the current process for the finalization and review of the 

proposed programme budget show that the decisions of the General Assembly on the annual 

budget in its resolution 72/266A are being implemented without affecting the timing or mandates 

of the intergovernmental and expert bodies, namely this committee, the Committee on Programme 

and Coordination, the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, the other 

Main Committees or the Economic and Social Council.  Furthermore, the internal processes and 

timelines for the preparation and publication of the relevant documentation by the Secretariat are 

also not impacted.  It shows that the current process adheres, and does not create any disruption, 

to the existing calendar of meetings. It also maintains the format and presentation of the proposed 

programme budget document stipulated in General Assembly resolution 72/266A.  

4. The report also responds to the request in resolution 74/251 to consider the possibility of 

the Advisory Committee preparing its conclusions and recommendations on the basis of a 

programme plan approved by the General Assembly in 2021. The report explores some of the key 

considerations that would have to be taken into account in considering such possibilities, and 

outlines the challenges that would arise from an early approval by the General Assembly of part 

II (and part I, if relevant) in an annual budgetary process.   

5. The report concludes that, in view of the considerable adjustments to multiple aspects that 

would be necessary to implement any of the scenarios for an early approval of the plan, it would 

be optimal to retain the current process and add a standardized procedure by which the Advisory 

Committee would be informed of resource implications resulting from the recommendations of 

the Committee on Programme and Coordination. This conclusion is also driven by the 

consideration that the annual budget is only in its second year of the trial period, and also that the 

General Assembly has already requested a review of changes to the budgetary cycle which will be 

presented to the Assembly in 2022, as requested in resolution 72/266A.   

6. The Secretary-General accordingly requests the General Assembly to take note of the 

present report. 

7. Mr. Chairman, I would also like to recognize the engagement with Member States and the 

Advisory Committee during the preparation process of the report. In finalizing the report, the views 
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and recommendations expressed during the consultation process were taken into consideration, to 

the extent possible. 

8. My team and I look forward to responding to any questions you may have on the report, in 

particular the resource implications that would potentially arise from adoption of any of the 

scenarios described in section III of the report.  

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.   

 

 


