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STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE AFRICAN GROUP BY 

MR. KATLEGO BOASE MMALANE, FIRST SECRETARY, 

PERMANENT MISSION OF BOTSWANA TO THE UNITED 

NATIONS, ON UNITED NATIONS PEACEKEEPING 

OPERATIONS, AT THE SECOND RESUMED PART OF THE 

SEVENTY-FOURTH SESSION OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE 

OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY   

(NEW YORK, 4 MAY 2020) 

Mr. Chair,  

1. I have the honor to deliver this statement on behalf of the 

African Group on the financing of United Nations Peace 
Keeping Operations, during the second resumed part of the 
seventy-fourth session of the General Assembly.  
 

2. At the outset, the African Group wishes to thank the 
Secretariat and the Advisory Committee for submitting their 

respective reports for individual peacekeeping missions  
 

Mr. Chairman,  

3. It is unfortunate that this year we are discussing the financing 
of Peace Keeping Operations at a time when the world is 
grappling with the COVID-19 pandemic. Against this 

background the African Group takes this opportunity to pay 
tribute to all the personnel who have lost their lives in the line 
of duty and also to thank all the dedicated troops, police 
personnel and field staff for their unwavering commitment in 
maintaining peace and security in the various regions of the 
world even during such a challenging time when their own 

families are facing significant difficulties in dealing with the 
COVID 19 Pandemic. 

 
4. Similar to the rest of the world, the pandemic is expected to 

have an impact on peacekeeping operations and that, we will 
have to take necessary measures in response, as highlighted 

by the Secretary-General.  
 

5. The Secretary General has also indicated that Missions have 
reported a reduced capacity to deliver on certain key priorities, 
including protection of civilians, with warnings of heightened 
tensions and mistrust amongst warring parties; delays in 

demobilization, disarmament and reintegration and electoral 
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processes; and the postponement or cancellation of key 
meetings and events with national and regional stakeholders.  
 

6. The Secretary-General has, with limited exceptions, also 

suspended the rotation and deployment of all categories of 
uniformed personnel until 30 June 2020 and that 
Peacekeeping missions are supporting measures taken by host 
governments to address COVID-19, including through 
adhering to national guidance, providing support to national 
security forces, and engaging in awareness-raising 

communications campaigns in the communities that they 

serve. 
 

7. While there are expectations for under expenditure on travel, 
aviation and fuel, the Secretary-General has indicated 
increases for life consumables, personal protective equipment, 

medical equipment, medical services/evacuation or other 
unforeseen expenses. 
 

8. We therefore wish to appeal to all delegations that due to the 
unpredictable nature of the effects of the ongoing pandemic, it 
is more than ever necessary to avail adequate resources for 

peacekeeping this year as the situation could change without 
notice thus necessitating the resumption of some paused 
activities. 

 
9. We are also cognizant of the need for the Secretary-General to 

continue preparing for elections in MINUSCA, especially in the 

preparation for the national voter registration expected to be 
launched in June 2020 while in UNSOS deployment by June 
2020 of the full authorized strength may not be achieved on 
time due to travel restrictions. Similarly, we note that the 
repatriation of the battalion of 325 military personnel has not 

taken place in UNAMID.   

 
Mr. Chair  

10. It is noted that the United Nations currently supports 12 
peacekeeping missions funded under individual special 
accounts, including UNAMID which is in a transition phase. 
We shall also consider reports for four closing and closed 

Peacekeeping missions, including UNOCI and UNMIL. 
11. It is also noted that in this budget year the projected 

deployment is of some 92,527 UN uniformed personnel, 19,626 
military personnel deployed by the African Union in Somalia, 

and 16,146 civilian personnel. We take note of the continued 
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decline in both the number of civilian and uniformed personnel 
over the years and will seek additional information on why the 
trend is continually downward. 
 

12. We further note that total proposed resource requirements 
for peacekeeping operations for the financial period from 1 July 
2020 to 30 June 2021, which reflects 6-month estimates for 
UNAMID, and inclusive of RSCE, UNLB and the support 
account, are currently estimated at $6.655 billion which 
represents a net decrease of $118.9 million, or 1.8 per cent, 

when compared to the approved resources for the 2019/20 

period. 
 

13. As stated by the Secretary-General, peacekeeping 
operations remain one of the most effective multilateral tools 
available in paving the way to sustainable peace and security 

in various regions. However, PKOs resources continue to be 
reduced by the General Assembly each subsequent year. Our 
Group therefore calls on all stakeholders to ensure that 
financing is adequately matched with approved mandates.  
 

14. We applaud the Secretary-General for ably managing the 

cash balances of all active peacekeeping operations as a pool 
which has resulted in the payments to troop- and police-
contributing countries in the total amount of $465.9 million 
during the period from 1 July 2019 to 31 January 2020 and 
call upon him to ensure the payment of the outstanding 
arrears. 

 
15. We also call on all stakeholders to ensure the adequate 

allocation of resources under facilities and infrastructure for 
MINUSMA, due to, among others, requirements for 
construction, alteration, renovation and major maintenance 

services and the acquisition of additional safety and security 

equipment and to MONUSCO, for the planned construction of 
three additional camps for the three formed police units and 
the planned construction of a hospital in Beni, and proposed 
acquisitions; as well as UNSOS, for construction materials, 
field defence supplies and safety and security equipment.  
 

16. We also note that following the launch of the system-wide 
Strategy on Gender Parity in September 2017, all UN 
Secretariat departments, offices and missions have developed 
implementation plans and urge the Secretary-General to 
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continue to implement initiatives aimed at enhancing the 
participation of women in peace and security activities.   

 
Mr. Chairman, 

17. The African Group deeply regrets that the Peacekeeping 
Operations reports lack any information on a targeted strategy 
for the promotion of equitable geographical representation 
among Mission personnel especially in senior positions and 
calls upon the Secretary-General to take steps in addressing 
the issue and report progress thereon in the next budget 

proposal. 

 
18. The Group also recognizes the important role of Programatic 

activities and quick impact projects in supporting the 
implementation of mission mandates, and stresses the need for 
the timely, responsible and accountable implementation of all 

planned projects.  
 

19. In conclusion Mr. Chair, the African Group is conscious of 
the heavy workload of this session which is has become more 
complicated due to the stay-at-home and other safety 
measures that have been instituted. In giving due regard to the 

circumstances, our Group wishes to assure you of our 
readiness to work in a transparent and constructive manner 
that is aimed at facilitating a timely and successful conclusion 
of the session.  
 
I thank you. 


