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Mr. Chairman.

At the outset, allow me to congratulate you on your leadership of the Fifth Committee and to
express my delegation's appreciation to the work of our Bureau members. May I also than  the
Secretary of the Fifth Committee, Ms. Sharon van Buerle, and all the Secretariat of the

o  ittee for enabling our work throughout this session. My delegation associates itself with
the statement made by the distinguished delegate of Egypt on behalf of the G77 and China, and
than s him for his indefatigable commitment to reaching consensus on the problems before  ts.

All our delegations have a duty to our taxpayers to make the United Nations more efficient, to
cut waste and to reduce spending wherever possible. For the second year in a row, this
Committee has made significant cuts to peacekeeping budgets. The Fifth Committee's task,
however, is to ensure adequate resources for the implementation of mandates, looking at the
needs of each mission in order to arrive at a budget level. Yet the Com ittee s practice of first
negotiating the total budget level and only then considering the effects on individual
peacekeeping missions suggests that there has been an inversion of priorities.

Keeping peace is not an abstract endeavor. As the Fifth Committee considers the means, it must
not lose sight of the ultimate ends of the United Nations.

Mr. Chairman,

The Security Council has long recognized that deploying troops is not enough to bring peace.
Brazil has highlighted that programmatic activities carried out by peacekeeping operations, such
as promotion of the rule of law, community violence reduction and disarmament, demobilization
and reintegration, are critical to the implementation of peacekeeping mandates. The diversity of
programmatic activities financed through assessed contributions reflects the need for adaptability
as peacekeeping mandates evolve.

While my delegation regrets the inability of this Committee to reach agreement on a crosscutting
resolution, it notes with satisfaction that the skeptical approach taken by the Advisory Committee
on the crosscutting issue of programmatic activities has not been endorsed by the Fifth
Committee.

Mr. Chairman,

The Fifth Committee has given a resounding vote of confidence to the Secretary-General and his
reforms in the areas of management and peace and security. We believe that restructuring the
Secretariat will help replace ossified structures and methods of work with more dynamic
practices. In particular, we expect the new Enabling and Outreach Service to play a crucial role



in leveling the playing field for developing countries  participation in UN procurement, Brazil
hopes that the Secretary-General will soon tackle other areas of the Organization that still lack
coherence and effectiveness - in particular, the longstanding issue of equitable geographic
representation and the funding and backstopping of special political missions.

Turning to the reform of the peace and security architecture, my delegation would like to
reiterate its understanding that the establishment of the Department of Peace Operations should
not impact the agreed basic principles of UN peacekeeping, as already pointed out by Resolution
72/199. The creation of this new department demands that we have greater clarity on the nature
of special political missions and of peacekeeping operations. In this regard, we welcome the
landmark decision - reflecting a position of the Group of 77 and China - to endorse the Advisory
Committee's recommendation on the need for  a clear set of criteria  to establish the peculiarities
and the commonalities of special political missions and peacekeeping operations.

Mr. Chairman,

In Resolution 2367 (2017) the Security Council requested an independent external assessment of,
inter alia, the staffing structure of the U  Assistance Mission in Iraq. This was both an
encroachment on the Fifth Committee's prerogatives and a wasteful use of resources. The
Secretariat has the capacity and the obligation to keep mission staffing structu es under review
and ensure they are fit for purpose. Paying external consultants to duplicate the Secretariat's
work is a poor use of the resources Member States contribute to the UN. My delegation is
pleased that the resolution approved today addresses this situation by recalling the need for in-
house capacity to be used and by reaffirming the General Assembly's role in budgetary and
administrative matters, as enshrined in the Charter.

Thank you Mr. Chairman.




