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Mr. Chair,

My delegation has the honour to deliver this statement on behalf of the fourteen Member States of the

Caribbean Community on agenda items 156: Budget performance of the United Nations Stabilization

Mission in Haiti for the period July 1st 2016 to June 30th 2017, and agenda item 165: Financing of the

United Nations Mission for Justice Support in Haiti (MINUJUSTH) for the period July 1st, 2018 to June 30th,

2019. CARICOM aligns itself with the relevant statement delivered by the distinguished representative of

El Salvador on behalf of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC).

The group would also like to express sincere appreciation to the Controller, Ms. Bettina Tucci Bartsiotas,

for presenting the reports of the Secretary General on this item. We also thank the Chair of the Advisory

Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ), Mr. Carlos Luiz Massieu for introducing

the relevant report.

Mr. Chair,

With respect to the UN presence in our sister nation Haiti, we remain steadfast in our commitment to

advocate for, and support, international efforts to ensure that the people of Haiti can progress along the

path of sustainable peace, stability and development.

In this regard, CARICOM acknowledges with appreciation, the continued commitment of the United

Nations to improve the situation in Haiti, evidenced by the successes achieved by MINUSTAH and in this

regard, the Group welcomes the Security Council's approval of an extension of the Mission for Justice

Support in Haiti until June 2019 as contained in its Resolution 2410 ( of 2018).

Mr. Chair,

CARICOM is pleased to note that MINUSTAH recorded a budget implementation rate of 97.7% for the

reporting period, which is an indication that good faith efforts to deliver the necessary relief to Haiti are

being forged.

Further, the Secretary-General's commitment to address some unsatisfactory aspects of MINUSTAH, such

as implementation of relevant policies regarding removal and disposal of hazardous materials and

improved record keeping of expired drugs and their disposal, are welcomed by the Group.
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The Group, however, noted the Board of Auditor's finding that, of the 1,772 official trips in MINUSTAH,

1,407 were not compliant with the requirement that all travel arrangements be finalized 16 calendar days

in advance of commencing official travel and that 45 per cent of the non - compliant trips were conducted

without justification. It is the Group's expectation that during the mandate accorded to MINUJUSTH,

Mission personnel will respect the advance booking stipulation and the requirement to justify any

deviations from the policy.

Mr. Chair,

As MINUJUSTH progresses, CARICOM acknowledges with satisfaction that the resources required for the

Mission for the period July 1st 2018 to June 30th 2019 are in keeping with the Mission's objectives, which

include boosting national capacities, specifically those of the Haitian National Police and rule of law

institutions as well as human rights monitoring, reporting and analysis. In this regard, CARICOM once more

reiterates the importance of community projects, including the community violence reduction

programme, as well as the implementation of quick-impact projects that improve infrastructure and

provide equipment to the local police, court and prison facilities. These are crucial elements to the

implementation of MINUJUSTH's mandate in achieving long-term peace and security, which are

indispensable to development.

The Group therefore stresses that MINUJUSTH's budget, like those of other peacekeeping and special

political missions, should be based on the situation on the ground and the mandate approved by the

Security Council. Therefore, we do not encourage that the resources allocated to MINUJUSTH be

arbitrarily reduced without technical justification thereby eroding the substantive gains realized by

MINUSTAH. The Group is therefore concerned with the proposed reductions with respect to the objection

to the creation of new posts which, as presented by the Secretary General, would bolster activities in

several areas or components, including executive direction and management, political and rule of law,

and support.

Mr. Chair,

We continue to strongly encourage all Member States of the United Nations to fulfill our collective

responsibility to engage with the Government of Haiti and its people in ensuring that its path to progress

is consolidated and irreversible.

CARICOM wishes to reaffirm its support for the mandate of MINUJUSTH and to assure you of our firm

commitment to actively engage in negotiations on this important agenda item with a view to ensuring

that the Mission is allocated sufficient and predictable resources to effectively implement its mandate.

I thank you.
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