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Mr. President
Excellencies
Ladies and Genilemen

Mr. President,

| am nhonoured to join those who have spoken before me in congratulaiing you on your eleciion fo
guide the work of ihis sixty-third Assembly, and in commending your predecessor for his siewardship of
the Assembiy over the past year.

| also take this opportunity o commend the Secretary-General and his siaff for their continued
dedicaiion in advancing the work of the Organisaiion.

Mr. President,
The world has entered an era where the basis of international engagement is driven more by ihe frade
in goods and services, and distribution of ihe ownership of technology, than by nofions of sovereignty.

As a resulf, small vulnerable staies like Grenada are being relentlessly pressed o jusiity Their economic

viability. This, along with globclization and other challenges. have negative implications for the stability
of our countries.

Against this backdrop, Grenacda believes its diplomacy must undergo fundamential change, not only
o satisfy domesiic expecictions bui aiso 1o enhance our chances for success.

Mr. President,

Just over iwo monihs ago. the people of Grenada voied overwhelmingly for new eadership and @
change of direciion for our nafion.

We humbly offer cur governmenti as an example of peace and reconciliafion in acfion. We bring
fogether pecopie committed fo service noiwithstanding our poiitically furbulent historical background.

In our couniry we have managed fo release disirust and divisiveness that have exisied for over thirty
years to embrcce peace and reconciliafion, and move our country forward.

We stand as an example of hope and encouragement to those who are sfill fighting and can't let go
of the blame, ihe hatfred, and the anger associated with the pasi.

We stand ioday as proof that peace and reconciliation are possible, that our colleciive hope for
those world regions where brothers fight brothers, and people die neediessly, is not a fanciful or vain
hope, it is a valid hope that can be redlized.

It is a hope ihat has materigized in our couniry as we move forward fogether, reconciled from a

divisive past, o serve our people, and io serve our world through our pariicipaiion at the United
Nations.

From ihis plaiform of reconciliation, we focus on and emphasize the siraiegic significance of
pcrinerships in govemnance. Our aim is fo build sirong and meaningful relationships beiween
govemment. ihe privaie secior, the frade unions and other groups within civil society.

Mr. President,

Grenada believes it musi play an aciive role in word afiairs. since our own domesiic agenda
coincides with many aspects of the global development dialegue, particulary cs it relates io the
achievemeni of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Substaniial progress has been made in
many of ihe fargeied areas.



Moreover, the plans and programmes presenily being pursued will ensure that social and economic
development does benefii all our pecple. )

Mr. President,

Grenada's main siraiegy io eradicate exireme poveriy and hunger focuses on expancding the
produciive seciors of the economy, pariicularly the agricultural secior.

Emphasis will be placed con afiraciing young people o agriculiure, siimulaiing the rural economy and
providing for food securiiy.

Grenada undersiands the importance of having a wel-educaied populcce. We are pleased thai ine
goal of achieving universal primary educaiion has already been accomplished, and we sirive now o
ensure ihat each household have at least one university graduate by the year 2025.

Similarly. the fechnical and adminisirafive copabilifies ihroughout the public service musi be
sirengihenad fo suppori our develcpmenicl agenda.

Grenada is convinced thai we will not properly advance unless there are fundomenial improvemenis

in the development of our human resources. This is an area where infemational suppori is specially
needed.

Mr. President,

In health care, Grencda has made relafively good progress especially in improving matemal healih,
decreasing ihe child mortaiily raie, and combaiing HIV/AIDS and other disecses.

Our graiifude goes out io intemafional donors and other pariners associated with efiective
programmes in this area.

Mr. President,

Global Climate Change represents a most pressing and serious challenge to the viability and the very
existence of Small Island Developing Siates.

Climate change is not only an environmental or sustainable development issue; i s first and foremost
a human issue.

With the release of the 4 assessment report of the Infergovemmental Panel on Ciimate Change
{iPCC), there is now scieniific certainiy that human acfivity is the main cause of global climaie
change. Thus, the opporiunity fo avoid imeversible damage io the climate system will be lost, if urgeni
and definite acfions are not immediately taken.

Small island Developing States have contributed very litfle to the release of greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere. Yet, we are being forced fo contend with the devastating effecis of these emissions.

We are faced with coral bleaching, sea level rise, salft water intrusion, water scarcity end increasingly

severe weather evenis—all with very real financial and social cosis for our aiready vulnerable
economies.

The recent devasiation wrought by four mgjor humicanes in the Northem Caribbean highlights fhe
serious problems we face as a direci resuli of climaie change.

Our solidcriiy goes out to the couniries hardest hit—especially Cuba, Haifi, Jamaica and the Turks and
Ccicos Islends. We call on the intermnational communiiy fo respond cppropriaiely to their plighi.

In ihis regard. Mr. President, Grenada fakes this opporiunity io sirongly voice ifs suppori for the Alkance
of Small Island Developing Staies (AOSIS) polifical declaration on the urgency of responding to cimaie
change, which is slaied o be adopied on Monday, Sepiember 29h,
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Mr. President,
You will appreciaie why Grenada speaks passionatiely on this issue. We have had fisthand
experience of the frauma, pain, and economic loss associated with natural disasters. Four years ago,
Hurricane Ivan literally destroyed our couniry.

Thanks o the infemaiional community and, of course, our resilient and rescurceful people, we have
since become more conscious of the imperatives of disasfer preparedness and crisis management.

As a conseguence, we wil coniinue io be at the forefront of activifies fo have inhis issue properly
debaied and appropriaie aclion plans cdopied end implemenied.

The leadership role we have played over the last several menths, through the Chairmanship of AOSIS.
is consistent wilh that mission.

Imporianily, Grenada welcemes Japan's grani-aid programme for environment and climate change
under Iifs “Cool Earih Parinership Inifiafive.”

Mr. President,

Another issue of uimost imporfance fo Grenada is the “protection of the Caribbean Seq,” an issue
which has been repeatedly voiced in this forum. Indeed. Grenada and other Caribbean Member
States derive fremendous economic benefils from these pristine waters, which are threatened by
frans-shipment of nuclear wasie and other hazardous materials.

Grenada reiteraies the call for increased atteniion to be given fo this serious maiter with a view io
having our concermns adeguately reflecied in a sfronger Genercl Assembly resoluiion.

Mr. President,

Grenada cherishes the democraiic siyle of govemance. As such, we pledge to confribute o any
mulillaieral didlogue o promoie and enhance the comesponding principles of fransparency.
accounicbility, consensus-buillding and respect for institutions and individual human rights.

In This respeci, we intend o implement, in the shorl term, several crifical pieces of legislaiion aiready
passed by Parliameni, which are designed to bring about improvement in the rule of law. | refer
specifically to:

e The Infegriy in Public Life Act

= The Anfi-Comupiion Act,
The Public Procurement and Conifract Adminisirgiion Act,
The New Aucit Aci, and
The Hnance Management Act.
Addiiionclly, the early passage of Freedom of Information Legislation will enhance our interast in
fransparent govemmeni.

[

Mr. President,

Notwithsianding the atmosphere of peace and security prevailing in Grenada, our main task is fo
continue to enhance the daily livelihood of our people. as we strive to achieve and sustain economic
growth, restore fiscal balance and debi sustainability.

This challenge is compounded by unfavourcble extemnal factors including high energy costs,
escalating food prices and the worying slowdown in major world economies and financial markets.

Grenada is defermined fo pursue the consiruction of a new economy through the implementation of
the following straiegic inifiatives:
- Revitalization of our cocoa and nuimeg industres;
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- Increasing ihe levels of labour productivity;

- Vigorous pursuit of our oil and gas poieniiai;

- Developmeni of a full range of services aimed at crealting a knowledge-based expori
services secior;

- Implemeniaiion of an export promotion siraiegy aimed at ideniiiying and promoting niche
products and services;

- Strengthening the investment climafe and supporiing institutional framework;

- Modemization of our tax policy, structure and adminisiration.

As we proceed with our developmeni, we appeal o the interational community for technical

assisiance and other forms of support. The usual role of the United Nations' bodies including FAO,
WHO, UNESCO, UNDP and others, will be crifical in the process.

Mr. Presicdent,

No one in the ceveloped world can deny ine value of a small couniry iike Grenada in the expansion
of democracy and the fight against iemorism. Curreniiy, environmental issues also demand urgent
action on the part of dli staies.

These shared goals and values re-shape relations between staies. These issues underscore an urgeni
need for new plaiforms o address the issue of support for the developmental needs of siaies.

Grenada believes that the realizaiion of a global partnership for development is of urgent importance.

Serious aitention should be paid fo addressing the special needs of the least developed couniries, in
the areas of frade, debi relief, and the environment.

It s Grencda's hope that this 639 Session will be filled with ¢ spini of camaraderie. goodwill,
collabeorgiion, equily, frusi and confidence in our ability to improve the general well-being of mankind.

It is clso our hope thai ihe Organization’s reform will manifest in such a way that the perceived
domincnce by some will not be a siendard of inflexibility, but will give way io genuine diclogue and
cooperaiion.

Mir. President,

| can assure you thai Grenada infends o pursue iis exiemnal relations based on the principle of mutucal
respect. Thus, we will be an acfive parficipant in multilateral debates on cument issues.

Grenada maintains iis sicunch and unwavering stance in the fighi against ferrorism, illicit drugs,
weapens and humen irafiicking. We will continue fo unconditionaily support all inifiatives that
promoie and enhance globcal peace and security.

Grenada sirongly condemns all violent acis by those who are bent on creating chcos and panic in
different regions around the worid and thus supporis all efforis to bring the perpeirators o jusiice.

Additionally, Grenada is commiited fo the iuli implemeniaiion of the recommendaiions adopted by
the Caribbean Financial Task Force fo combat money laundering and temorist financing.

Mr. President,

Grenada is optimistic about the opporiunities for wider and deeper engagements among Caribbean

couniries. We strongly believe that all couniries should be allowed to develop without hindrances and
undue pressures.

Accordingly, Grencda calls on all couniries fo consiruciively engage Cuba at this historic juncture.



Grenadc is a friend of boih fhe United Siates and of Cuba, and thus wishes fo use this occasion to call

on the former o use iis diplomatic experience to assist the process of economic and social changes
presenily icking place in Cuba.

Grenada contends thati the siringent unilateral economic measures in place against Cuba will benefit
no one and does not faciliiate the world’s goal of achieving global parinership of equals.

Addiiicngally, Mr. President, Grenada calls on the Unifed Nations to confinue its vital role in assisting the
African continent in redlizing its developmental objectives. In keeping with the declaration of the
recently concluded High-level Meefing on Africa’s Development, we urge the Secreiary-General to
use his good ofiice to remind worid leaders of their commifmenis for the beiierment of the African
people.

Similarly, Mr. President, ihe plight of Haifi, my fellow CARICOM neighbour, must be addressed wiih
utmost compassion and urgency. Grencda recentily pledged a modest monetary donation, and is
proud o be a police-coniribuiing couniry with the Uniied Nafions Siabiizafion Mission in Haill
(MINUSTAH). In this vein, Grenada urges ihe other Member Staies of this August Body fo do ikewise.

Mir. Presicent,

Grenada urges that we capiidiize on the spirit of cooperation and collaboratfion io assist the poor and
more vulnerable naiicns fo become and remain viable, and o acfively pariicioaie in a giobal process
that needs the input of all nations of the world, big and small.

In this regard, | wish 1o salute the Govemment of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela for considerably
easing some of the financial pressure inflicied on our fragile economy by the sharp increases in oil
prices. Through the Peiro-Ccaribe Inifiaiive, several Caribbean couniries are able to buy oil from
Venezueia on softer iems.

Mr. Presicent,
Grenada s convinced ihat the principles upon which this great organization was founded, as
arficulaied in its Charter, should be given full vitalify.

This will ceriainly recdound o our individual and collective benefit, as we seek fo confroni the many
challenges of this modem and complex era.

Grenada commends ihe Secretary-General for his outstanding leadershio of this Organization.

Finally, Mr. President,

Grenada once again congraiulates you on your eleciion o facilitate and direct the debate of ihis
sixty third session of ihe General Assembly. | assure you of our full suppori as you guide ihe process.

| ihank you.



