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1. Background and context
The inclusion of youth in development processes is critical in order to advance towards more
egalitarian societies and it is one of the most urgent challenges facing Latin American and
Caribbean societies today. People aged between 15 and 29 represent over a quarter of the
region’s total population. In some countries, a large proportion of this population is extremely
excluded and marginalized from the economic, political and social processes that are taking
place due to the marked social and economic inequality that is prevalent in the region. This
exclusion not only prevents Latin American and Caribbean youth from fully enjoying their
rights, it also leads to fragmented and polarized societies, to increases in inequality, and it
generates tensions that are manifested at the individual-, family-, community- and societallevel. Moreover, the invisibility and exclusion of youth are factors that are associated with the
high levels of violence that exist in several countries of the region.
On the whole, the situation of youth in the region is mixed. Important gains have been made
in secondary education, particularly among young women. On average, close to 60 percent of
the region’s youth aged 20-24 completed secondary education in 2012, compared to just 35
percent of 20-24 years olds a decade earlier. However, these improvements have not equated
to gains in the labour market, as youth continue to experience higher levels of unemployment
compared to adults. In fact, youth unemployment rates in the region are between two and
three times higher than adult unemployment rates, a trend that has not changed over the past
few decades. Moreover, youth employment is characterized by being unstable and in the
informal market. Over one in five youth in the region, 29.7 million youth, are not in involved
in studies or in the labour market and youth in this group are often highly stigmatized and
linked to vagrancy, violence, and drug consumption. Nonetheless, evidence suggests that a
majority of youth in this group are young women who are responsible for domestic and care
tasks within the home. In the area of health, persistently high adolescent maternity rates,
substance abuse, and morbidity and mortality relating to injuries are of particular concern.
Relating to this latter point, violence, in different forms and manifestations, has a profound
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effect on the region’s youth. Six of the 14 most violent countries in the world are in Latin
American and the Caribbean and youth are affected by violence, both as victims and
perpetrators. In terms of political participation, youth in the region express skepticism over
traditional political institutions, and they question the ability of democratically elected
governments to truly represent their interests. Nonetheless, a majority of them vote and they
find new ways to organize and intervene in the political arena, sometimes with notable results
– youth have protagonized a number of movements that have resulted in significant political
and social changes in recent years.
This reality occurs in a context of marked inequalities – between countries and especially
within countries. These inequalities in opportunity and in outcomes limit the ability of
millions of youth in the region to fulfill their potential and contribute fully to their societies.
Socio-economic situation, sex, racial/ethnic background, place of residence, migration status,
disability, sexual orientation, and VIH status are some of the dimensions that shape the
prospects for young people in the region.
Governments in the region have taken positive steps to advance the situation of young people
by enacting national youth policies and youth-specific legislation, and other positive steps,
such as the adoption of the Montevideo Consensus on Population and Development and its
implementation guide, which has a strong focus on youth. However, challenges remain,
including the effective implementation and monitoring of these policies, achieving greater
articulation and coordination among entities that promote youth development at all levels,
financing, and youth participation in these processes.
Most countries of the region still stand to reap the benefits of the demographic dividend due to
their young age structure. However, in order for this to happen greater investments need to be
made in youth and the positive potential of youth as strategic actors in development needs to
be recognized, taking advantage of their higher levels of education, their mastery of
technological tools, their more globalized worldview, and the innovative ways they find to
make their voices heard.
2. Objectives
This breakout session will bring together diverse participants interested in various aspects
pertaining to youth development in Latin America and the Caribbean. In a moderated
discussion, breakout session participants will exchange views and engage in an open and
candid discussion. In particular, the session will aim to:
•

Consider the existing challenges and opportunities for youth development in the
region;
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•
•

Reflect on youth engagement in the process leading to the 2030 development agenda
and on the role young people in the region can play in implementing the 2030 agenda;
Provide a space for information and experience sharing and knowledge building.

From this discussion key messages and recommendations on how to continue to advance
youth development in Latin America and the Caribbean and how to further strengthen the
youth focus and participation in the 2030 agenda will be distilled.
3. Questions
•

•

•

•

•

What are the specific challenges facing Latin American and Caribbean youth, including in the
areas of economic development, employment and decent work, health, equality, participation,
peace and security?
In light of the high levels of inequality in the region, how can governments and various
stakeholders ensure inclusive and gender-sensitive youth development in Latin America and
the Caribbean?
What are some key mechanisms to guarantee meaningful participation among Latin American
and Caribbean youth in implementing the 2030 agenda and how can youth themselves be
proactive to ensure this meaningful participation?
What measures can be taken to effectively implement the national youth policies that are in
place in the countries in the region, increase investment in youth and strengthen articulation
and coordination among public entities working to promote youth development?
How can we involve youth ministries and regional and sub-regional youth mechanisms, such
as the Ibero-American Youth Organization in monitoring the implementation of 2030 Agenda,
or at least achieve coordinated work with foreign affairs ministries?
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