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High-level Segment, 
28 June-2 July 

The High-level Segment of the 
Economic and Social Council 

(ECOSOC) unfolds in New York 
from 28 June to 2 July 2010. The 
Council gets into high gear with 
the 2010 Annual Ministerial Review 
(AMR), from 28 June to 1 July, on 
“Implementing the internation-
ally agreed goals and commitments 
in regard to gender equality and 
empowerment of women”. It will 
draw on the Beijing+15 global re-
view, assessing the progress made 
in the Beijing Declaration and Plat-
form for Action, adopted in 1995, 
and it will contribute to the 2010 
High Level Plenary Meeting of the 
65th General Assembly, to be held 
in September. 

At the AMR, thirteen develop-
ing and developed countries, Aus-
tralia, Brazil, France, Guatemala, 
Moldova, Mongolia, Namibia, Neth-
erlands, Norway, Portugal, Republic 
of Congo, Republic of Korea and 
United States, will report on the 
progress they have made towards 
the Millennium Development 
Goals, as well as gaps in achieve-

ment. Keynote addresses by Mrs. 
Michelle Bachelet, former President 
of Chile and Professor Frances 
Stewart, Chair of the Committee 
for Development Policy, will focus 
on gender equality and empower-
ment of women. 

The related thematic debate 
on 30 June, will highlight the “Cur-
rent global and national trends and 
their impact on gender equality and 
empowerment of women”.  The 
debate will focus on the intercon-
nections between gender equality 
and empowerment of women, en-
suring food security, tackling climate 
change, and addressing the global 
financial crisis and will give special 
attention to improving the lives 
of women in countries in special 
situations and in conflict/post-crisis 
zones.

As part of the High-level Seg-
ment of ECOSOC, the 2010 High-
level Development Cooperation 
Forum (DCF) will also be organized 
on 29-30 June. The DCF will bring 
together a wide range of stakehold-
ers to discuss key development 
cooperation issues with a view of 
providing policy orientations to-

THE EcoNomic aNd Social 
couNcil (EcoSoc) serves as 

the central forum for the discus-
sion of international economic, 
social, humanitarian and envi-
ronmental issues, and for formu-
lating policy recommendations 
addressed to Member States 
and the United Nations system. 
Through these discussions, the 
Council plays a key role in foster-
ing international cooperation for 
development and in setting pri-
orities for action.

The Council coordinates 
the economic, social and re-
lated work of the United Na-
tions Funds, Programmes and 
Specialized Agencies, and holds 
throughout the year several 
short sessions, ad hoc meetings, 
round-tables and panel discus-
sions with the participation of 
non-governmental stakehold-
ers, to prepare for its four-week 
substantive session in July. The 
work of the Council is also car-
ried out by the activities of its 
subsidiary and related bodies.

The Members of the  
Bureau of ECOSOC

President of ECOSOC

H.E. Ambassador  
Hamidon Ali (Malaysia)

Vice-Presidents of ECOSOC

H.E. Ambassador 
Octavio Errázuriz (Chile))

H.E. Ambassador  
Somduth Soborun (Mauritius)

H.E. Ambassador Alexandru 
Cujba (Republic of Moldova) 

H.E. Ambassador  
Morten Wetland (Norway)
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wards more accountable, coherent 
and effective development coop-
eration, thereby contributing to the 
deliberations of the MDG Summit 
in September. This will be achieved 
through a mix of keynote address-
es and policy dialogues structured 
around five themes, notably (i) Pro-
moting greater coherence: how can 
all policies be geared towards de-
velopment goals? (ii) Accountable 
and transparent development co-
operation: how can we build more 
equal partnerships? (iii) South-
South, triangular and decentralized 
cooperation; (iv) Impact of multiple 
crises: Allocating resources among 
competing needs; and (v) Achieving 
the MDGs by 2015: an agenda for 
more and improved development 
cooperation. Several side events 
and informal meetings will also be 
organized in parallel to the DCF. 

Preparations for the DCF are 
well underway. To facilitate the 
substantive debate, the Secretary-
General will submit to the forum a 
report, which reviews recent trends 
in global development cooperation 
and makes policy recommenda-
tions. Most of keynote speakers 
and panelists have confirmed their 
participation, including ministers of 
planning, finance and development 
cooperation, executive heads of 
civil society organizations, senior of-
ficials of international organizations 
and parliamentarians.

The Forum will be opened by 
the President of ECOSOC and the 
Secretary-General of the United 
Nations. The summary of the ECO-
SOC President will serve as the 
outcome of the DCF.

On the last day of the High-lev-
el Segment, representatives of the 
international financial and trade in-

stitutions will also gather at United 
Nations Headquarters for a policy-
dialogue on the state of the world 
economy and its implications for 
the achievement of the Millennium 
Development Goals. The dialogue, 
which will be moderated by DESA 
Under-Secretary-General, Mr. Sha 
Zukang, will feature Reza Mogha-
dam, Director of the IMF’s Strategy, 
Policy and Review Department, 
Otaviano Canuto, Vice President 
of Poverty Reduction and Eco-
nomic Management Network of 
the World Bank, Pascal Lamy, Di-
rector-General of WTO (tbc) and 
Supachai Panitchpakdi, Secretary-
General of UNCTAD. 

Some eighty ministers or direc-
tors-general responsible for gen-
der and development in develop-
ing and developed countries are 
expected to attend the high-level 
segment. DESA Under-Secretary-
General, Sha Zukang, will introduce 
the main reports. The High-level 
Segment will conclude on 2 July 
with the adoption of a Ministerial 
Declaration.

Coordination Segment,  
6-8 July 

The 2010 Coordination Seg-
ment will be organized from 

6 to 8 July 2010, and will focus on 
two main substantive areas: Follow 
up to the 2009 Ministerial Declara-
tion on “implementing the interna-
tionally agreed goals and commit-
ments in regard to global public 
health”; and Follow-up to the Inter-
national Conference on Financing 
for Development.

In addition, the annual overview 
report of the UN system Chief 
Executive Board for Coordination 

(CEB) will be presented to the 
Council. 

In its consideration of these is-
sues, the segment provides an op-
portunity to: Assess the UN system 
role and activities in a broad range 
of policy areas relevant to devel-
opment; Identify areas where the 
UN system should promote more 
comprehensive and effective ap-
proaches; and Recommend ways in 
which support by the UN system 
in the areas of global public health 
and financing for development can 
be strengthened against the back-
drop of current challenges.

The Secretary-General’s report 
on “the role of the United Nations 
system in implementing the inter-
nationally agreed goals and com-
mitments in regard to global public 
health” will provide the background 
analysis for the debate on that is-
sue.  

The segment will also review 
progress made by the Council in 
promoting the integrated and co-
ordinated implementation of and 
follow-up to the major UN Con-
ferences and Summits.  An updated 
report of the Secretary-General 
will be presented under this item.

Under the financing for devel-
opment agenda item, the Council 
will consider the Summary by the 
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President of the Council of the 
special high-level meeting of the 
Council with the Bretton Woods 
institutions, the World Trade Or-
ganization and the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Devel-
opment, held in April 2010, as well 
as a report of the Secretary-Gen-
eral entitled “Recovering from the 
Crisis: a Global Jobs Pact”.

The work of the Coordination 
Segment will be complemented by 
the following panels: 

»» “Towards a United Nations 
comprehensive policy response 
to global health challenges” ; 

»» “Coordinating efforts for 
achieving the health-
related Millennium De-
velopment Goals” ; 

»» “Operationalizing the UN 
system’s short and long-term 
response to the economic 
and financial crisis: Progress 
towards implementing the 
Social Protection Initiative 
and the Global Jobs Pact” ; 

»» “South-South Cooperation 
and Financing for Develop-
ment: Investment, Trade and 
Technology Transfer “;

»» “Global Economic Governance”

The Council will also hear an 
address by Mr. Antonio Marzano, 
President of the International As-
sociation of Economic and Social 
Councils and similar Institutions 
(AICESIS).

Operational Activities  
Segment, 9-13 July 

The Operational Activities Seg-
ment will take place on 9 - 13 

July 2010 at the United Nations 

Headquarters in New York, with an 
overall focus on “follow-up to pol-
icy recommendations of the Gen-
eral Assembly and the Council”. 
Through the segment, the Council 
will review progress made in imple-
menting General Assembly guid-
ance on UN operational activities 
for development as established in 
its 2007 Triennial Comprehensive 
Policy Review (TCPR) and orient 
the preparations for the Quadren-
nial Comprehensive Policy Review 
(QCPR) in 2012.

The Segment will bring togeth-
er national policy makers, senior 
officials of UN system organiza-
tions as well as representatives of 
UN Country Teams to exchange 
views on key themes of the TCPR/
QCPR, notably national ownership 
and leadership, capacity develop-
ment and funding. The Council 
will also have a dialogue with the 
Executive Heads of UN funds and 
programmes. A special presenta-
tion will be organized to apprise 
the Council of the most recent de-
velopments on the “Delivering as 
One” initiative in eight programme 
country pilots. 4 reports of the 
Secretary-General have been pre-
pared to aide the Council’s de-

liberations. Prior to the segment, 
there will be a roundtable discus-
sion among national focal points for 
operational activities on the reality 
of national ownership and capacity 
development. The outcome of the 
roundtable will be shared with the 
Council and used to enrich the de-
bate of the Segment. 

The Segment will be opened 
and chaired by H.E. Mr. Alexandru 
Cujba, Vice President of ECOSOC. 
At the end of the Segment, the 
Council is expected adopt a reso-
lution, providing guidance to fur-
ther the implementation of Gen-
eral Assembly resolution 62/208 as 
well as  policy orientations for the 
preparations of the QCPR.

Humanitarian Affairs Segment, 
13-15 July

The ECOSOC Humanitarian Af-
fairs Segment, which will take 

place from 13 – 15 July 2010, pro-
vides an important forum where 
Member States and Humanitar-
ian Organizations discuss the chal-
lenges, opportunities and activities 
related to the strengthening of the 
coordination of emergency hu-
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manitarian assistance of the United 
Nations. 

At its organizational session for 
2010, the Council decided: (a) that 
the theme of the Humanitarian Af-
fairs Segment will be “Strengthening 
of the coordination of humanitarian 
assistance”; and (b) that it will con-
vene two panel discussions, of which 
the topics will be: (i) “Humanitar-
ian assistance operations in highly 
hazardous, or insecure and unsafe 
environments”; (ii) “Strengthen-
ing preparedness for humanitarian 
emergencies and the coordinated 
provision of humanitarian assis-
tance, in particular addressing the 
humanitarian needs of the affected 
populations and the factors that 
increase susceptibility to humanitar-
ian emergencies” (Council decision 
E/2010/L.3). Each panel will feature 
high-level participation from Mem-
ber States, relevant UN agencies, 
NGOs and experts.

The panel discussion on “Hu-
manitarian assistance operations 
in highly hazardous, or insecure 
and unsafe environments” will take 
place on Wednesday, 14 July 2010. 
The discussion will focus, from an 
operational perspective, on how to 
maintain the ability of humanitar-
ian organisations to operate in in-
secure and high-risk environments 
and look at issues such as risk and 
security management for humani-
tarian operations, coordination 
with national and local authorities 
and management of perceptions 
and acceptance at all levels. 

The panel on “Strengthening 
preparedness for humanitarian 
emergencies and the coordinated 
provision of humanitarian assis-
tance, in particular addressing the 
humanitarian needs of the affected 
populations and the factors that 
increase susceptibility to humani-

tarian emergencies,” will take place 
on Thursday, 15 July 2010. The dis-
cussion will focus on how to better 
support governments and the hu-
manitarian community in address-
ing more systematically humanitar-
ian needs that arise from chronic 
and acute vulnerabilities, and look 
at issues such as improved moni-
toring of humanitarian needs in 
developmental and slow-onset di-
saster contexts, preparedness for 
response and strengthened part-
nerships with non-traditional hu-
manitarian actors. 

Scheduled for Tuesday after-
noon 13 July, in between the Op-
erational and Humanitarian Affairs 
Segments, is the informal ECOSOC 
event on “Transition from relief to 
development, lessons learned from 
the experience in Haiti”. This event 
will provide an opportunity to take 
stock of the recovery efforts in 
Haiti, draw lessons learned and dis-
cuss good practices and remaining 
challenges. 

In the margins of the Segment, 
there will be also the annual ‘Con-
solidated Appeals Process (CAP) 
Mid-Year Review’ and informal side 

events on durable solutions for in-
ternally displaced persons, on cities 
at risk, on gender mainstreaming 
in humanitarian work, on environ-
mental emergencies and on the 
special procedures of the Human 
Rights Council.

General Segment,  
16-22 July

At the General Segment, to be 
held from 16 to 22 July 2010 in 

New York, the Council will review 
the reports of its subsidiary bodies 
and of other United Nations enti-
ties working in the economic and 
social fields.   The subsidiary bod-
ies include the Council’s functional 
commissions, regional commissions, 
expert and ad hoc bodies. 

A series of events will be held 
during the General Segment. A 
joint meeting of ECOSOC and the 
Peacebuilding Commission (PBC) 
will take place on the theme of 
“Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) and Conflict”.  The objec-
tive of the meeting is to offer a joint 
analysis to Member States on how 
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countries in or emerging from con-
flict could be supported to achieve 
the MDGs. 

A Briefing on cybersecurity and 
a panel on Small Island Developing 
States (SIDS) will also be organized 
during the Segment. 

OUTCOME PAST 
EVENTS/ 
ACTIVITIES

ECOSOC 

Global Preparatory Meeting, 
22 April 

The Economic and Social Coun-
cil (ECOSOC) organized its 

Global Preparatory Meeting on 
22 April 2010 in preparation of 
the AMR and DCF sessions of the 
2010 High-level Segment.

The morning session addressed 
the theme “Who Feeds the World 
in 2010 and Beyond: Rural women 
as Agents of Change and Cham-
pions of Global Food Security”. It 
focused on the role of rural wom-
en in achieving the Internation-
ally Agreed Development Goals 
(IADGs), including the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs). 
It provided an opportunity to 
strengthen the dialogue between 
Member States and UN system 
organizations on concrete actions 
needed to support rural women’s 
contribution to reducing poverty, 
improving food security and the 
right to food, and promoting eco-
nomic and social development.

The afternoon multi-stake-
holder meeting served as an op-
portunity to discuss expectations 

of various actors in development 
cooperation for the 2010 High-
level DCF. The event began with a 
briefing on the preparations for the 
forum as well as an update on the 
outcome of the High-level Sym-
posium held in Vienna on 12-13 
November 2009 on “Accountable 
and Transparent Development Co-
operation: Towards a More Inclu-
sive Framework”. Participants were 
also informed on the upcoming 
Helsinki High-level Symposium to 
be held on 3-4 June 2010 on the 
theme of “Coherent Development 
Cooperation: Maximizing Impact 
in a Changing Environment”.  Par-
ticipants discussed, among others, 
the role of the DCF in ensuring a 
more balanced global policy dia-
logue on development coopera-
tion. Remarks by the President of 
ECOSOC, the Under-Secretary-
General for Economic and Social 
Affairs, and the Austrian and Finn-
ish Representatives to the United 

Nations can be found on the DCF 
website. 

High-level Symposium of the 
Development Cooperation 
Forum, Helsinki, 3 - 4 June

The second high-level prepara-
tory Symposium, organized by 

UNDESA in cooperation with the 
Government of Finland, took place 
in Helsinki on 3 and 4 June 2010 
under the overall theme “Coherent 
Development Cooperation: Maxi-
mizing Impact in a Changing Envi-
ronment”.  The Symposium aimed 
at promoting pragmatic solutions 
to improve the impact of develop-
ment cooperation on the interna-
tionally agreed development goals, 
including the MDGs.  

The four main sessions on (i) 
policy coherence for development; 
(ii) the role of foundations, civil so-
ciety organizations and local gov-
ernments in reaching the MDGs; 
(iii) national experiences in making 
development partnerships more 
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accountable and equal; and (iv) 
the impact of development coop-
eration in reaching gender-related 
MDGs and a break-out session of 
different stakeholders produced 
key messages for the upcoming 
ECOSOC High-level Segment on 
how to ensure more coherent de-
velopment cooperation.  They will 
also be reflected in the MDG Sum-
mit in September 2010. 

Among others, participants 
concluded that reducing costs of 
policy incoherence through greater 
cooperation, harmonization and 
national ownership is key to re-
spond to global development chal-
lenges.  While respecting country-
specific needs and realities, the 
impact of national policies needs 
to be better understood to ensure 
more informed and development-
friendly policy making.  Against this 
backdrop, the DCF can act as a 
regular platform involving all de-
velopment actors to discuss ways 
to use aid and other development 
financing more effectively, promote 
coherence between aid and non 
aid policies, ensure coherent na-
tional action plans and coinciden-
tally promote compliance with aid 
commitments and targets to reach 
the MDGs. 

Opened by the Finnish Minister 
for Foreign Trade and Develop-
ment, the ECOSOC President, Mr. 
Sha and the Secretary-General of 
CIVICUS, the event brought to-
gether 160 senior technical ex-
perts and high-level participants 
from developing and developed 
countries, Members of Parliament, 
civil society organizations, local 
governments, foundations and in-
ternational organizations, such as 
IMF, ILO, UNDP, and OECD-DAC.  
Other high-level speakers included 

the Minister of Finance from Timor-
Leste, the Deputy Minister of Fi-
nance from Afghanistan and the 
Secretary-General of UNCTAD. 

OTHER ECOSOC 
MEETINGS 

Commission on Population 
and Development, 43rd Ses-
sion, 12 - 16 April 

The forty-third session of the 
Commission on Population and 

Development was held at United 
Nations Headquarters from 12 to 
16 April 2010. Its special theme 
was “Health, morbidity, mortality 
and development”. 

The Commission considered 
the report of the Secretary-Gen-
eral on world population monitor-
ing, focusing on the session’s theme. 
The report provided an overview 
of trends in mortality, globally and 

regionally, reviewed the global dis-
ease burden and summarized ap-
proaches to understanding the 
links between health and develop-
ment. It also underscored the need 
to expand the health workforce 
to achieve a better distribution of 
health services, and it reviewed 
ways to treat communicable dis-
eases and reduce the incidence of 
non-communicable diseases. The 
report showed that Africa lagged in 
reducing mortality, with 64 per cent 
of all deaths caused by communica-
ble diseases or maternal conditions. 
Moreover, most children in low-in-
come countries lost their lives due 
to preventable causes, even when 
treatments for communicable dis-
eases such as vaccines, nutritional 
support better hygiene, access to 
antibiotics, bed nets, and access to 
clean water and sanitation were 
well known. The report also em-
phasized the need to reduce risk 
factors for acquiring non-commu-
nicable disease, notably tobacco 
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theme of its forty-fifth session, to 
be held in 2012, would be “Ado-
lescents and youth”. The Commis-
sion also adopted a resolution on 
national, regional and international 
action on the subject of mortality, 
morbidity, health and development. 
In that resolution, the Commission 
presented a comprehensive set of 
guidelines to improve global health. 
It outlined measures to reach the 
health-related MDGs, including the 
need to ensure universal access 
to reproductive health, including 
family planning, in order to reduce 
maternal morbidity and mortality. 
It recognized that non-communi-
cable diseases are the major cause 
of death and the burden of disease 
globally and urged Governments to 
give greater attention to measures 
to prevent and control them. The 
resolution reaffirmed the values 
and principles of primary health 
care and called for the strengthen-
ing of health systems on the basis 
of a comprehensive approach that 
includes a focus on health financing 

and the health workforce. It fur-
ther highlighted the importance of 
protecting human rights and elimi-
nating all forms of discrimination 
against women and girls. It called 
for measures to reduce the risk fac-
tors leading to non-communicable 
diseases, particularly by improving 
diets, promoting exercise, reducing 
tobacco and alcohol use, and com-
bating drug addiction. It reaffirmed 
advances made in increasing flex-
ibility in regard to intellectual prop-
erty so as to promote access to 
medicines for all. It emphasized the 
role of education and health liter-
acy in improving health outcomes 
and it underlined the health needs 
of populations affected by con-
flict, natural disasters, humanitarian 
emergencies, terrorism and foreign 
occupation.

Committee of Experts on 
Public Administration, 9th 
Session, 19 - 23 April 

The ninth annual session of the 
Committee of Experts on Pub-

lic Administration (CEPA) took 
place at the United Nations Head-
quarters in New York from 19 to 
23 April 2010. 

The discussion in the session 
reflected the underlying belief that 
the economic and financial crisis 
and the ensuing financial reform 
processes have moved the issues 
of public governance and adminis-
tration to the center stage of devel-
opment. The Committee focused 
specifically on the necessity for 
(i) speedy and coordinated policy 
response; (ii) leadership capacity 
development in the public sector; 
(iii) citizen-centered public service 
delivery; (iv) transparency and ac-
countability; and (v) social and fi-

and alcohol use. The report under-
scored the need to promote equity 
of health outcomes, so that health 
disparities, which were stronger in 
nations with more inequality, could 
be reduced by everyone having ac-
cess to primary health. 

The Commission also heard re-
ports on the monitoring of Popu-
lation Programmes in the area of 
health, morbidity, mortality and 
health and on the flow of financial 
resources for assisting in the imple-
mentation of the Programme of 
Action of the International Confer-
ence on Population and Develop-
ment. The report emphasized that 
funding for family planning and 
reproductive health needs to be 
increased, in order to prevent unin-
tended pregnancies and to reduce 
maternal and child mortality, espe-
cially in the poorest countries. 

In its consideration of follow-up 
actions to the recommendations 
of the International Conference 
on Population and Development, 
the Commission decided that the 
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nancial protection for vulnerable 
groups. 

In its consideration of  the 2010 
Annual Ministerial Review theme 
on gender equality and empow-
erment of women, the Commit-
tee  tackled the question of how 
public administration, through the 
appropriate use of information and 
communications technology , can 
engage women more actively in 
decision-making processes to  en-
sure their empowerment and pro-
mote gender equality

The Committee adopted the 
report of the session, contain-
ing a draft ECOSOC resolution, 
and agreed to adopt a multi-year 
programme, 2011-2013, on the 
main theme, “Public governance for 
results to improve the quality of hu-
man life.”  Each of the three years 
will have different sub-themes. The 
sub-themes for the tenth session 
- to be held on 4-8 April 2011 - 
are: a conceptual framework, public 
governance for results in post-con-
flict and post-crisis countries, social 
protection for vulnerable popula-
tions, and performance manage-
ment in governance. 

Permanent Forum on  
Indigenous Issues,  
9th Session, 19 - 30 April

The ninth session of the United 
Nations Permanent Forum 

on Indigenous Issues took place 
in New York from 19 to 30 April 
2010. The special theme of the 
ninth session was “Indigenous 
peoples: development with culture 
and identity; articles 3 and 32 of 
the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples”. 
Based on inputs received during 
one and half days of discussion on 

the theme, the Permanent Forum 
adopted 29 relevant recommen-
dations. The Forum held a special 
half-day dialogue focused on the 
situation indigenous peoples of the 
North America region.  The Fo-
rum also held a separate in-depth 
dialogue with the Secretariat of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity 
and a panel focused on Forests. 
Given the importance of forests 
for indigenous peoples, the Forum 
decided to hold an international 
expert meeting next January on 
this topic.

The Permanent Forum also 
conducted dialogues with the Gov-
ernments of Bolivia and Paraguay. 
The dialogues were a follow-up 
to the recommendations that the 
Permanent Forum made following 
its 2009 visit to the Chaco region 
of the two countries, to investigate 
allegations of forced labour and 
servitude of the Guaraní people. 
The dialogue with the two Govern-
ments, in which representa-
tives of indigenous peoples 
and the UN system partici-
pated, resulted in a number 
of recommendations by the 
Forum on how to address 
the serious situation of in-
digenous people impacted 
by forced labour practices 
in the two countries. This 
was the first time the Permanent 
Forum has held such an in-depth 
dialogue with Governments.

The session was memorable 
for a number of reasons, including 
the announcement by the Gov-
ernment of New Zealand of its 
endorsement of the United Na-
tions Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples and the an-
nouncement of the United States 
that it would reassess its previous 

opposition to the Declaration. 
Shortly before the session began, 
the Government of Canada also 
indicated that it would reassess its 
position. The Special Rapporteur of 
the Human Rights Council on the 
human rights of indigenous people 
as well as a representative of the 
Expert Mechanism on the Human 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples also 
participated in the session, and the 
Special Rapporteur arranged two 
days of individual meetings with 
indigenous peoples’ organizations, 
providing them the opportunity to 
present information to him regard-
ing their respective situations.

The report of the Ninth Ses-
sion will be available in all six UN 
languages in late June on the UN-
PFII website. Once the report is 
ready, it will be available on the 
Ninth session page. The tenth ses-
sion will take place in New York at 
UN Headquarters on 16-27 May

Commission on Sustainable 
Development, 18th Session, 
3 – 4 May

BACkGROUNd

The 18th session of the Com-
mission on Sustainable Devel-

opment (CSD-18) met to review 
the progress made in implement-
ing internationally agreed agenda 
in the areas of chemicals, waste 
management, transport, mining and 
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sustainable consumption and pro-
duction patterns.

This session marked the begin-
ning of the 4th biennial cycle of 
CSD.

Participants: The meeting was 
attended over 1300 participants, 
including 52 Ministers, the SG (at 
the closing session), the DSG (at 
the opening session of the high lev-
el segment), the USG (at the Min-
isterial dialogue with the UN agen-
cies and Major Groups), and three 
ASGs of DESA at various events.

INNOVATIONS

Following innovations were 
introduced in the organization 
of work of CSD-18.

»» Enhanced inter-agency 
collaboration for prepar-
ing the SG reports.

»» Ministerial dialogue with the 
UN agencies, heads of UN 
governing bodies and Major 
Groups during the HLS.

»» Special sessions on:  implemen-
tation, role of partnerships, and 
cross regional perspectives.

»» Thematic seminar series to 
enhance understanding of 
2nd committee’s delegates 
about the key issues involved 
in thematic areas considered 
under the current cycle.

»» Introduction of Youtube channel 
for disseminating the video 
messages of ministers.

»» Organization of four Min-
isterial roundtables.

»» More than 40 expert panel-
lists were invited to speak 
on themes of current cycle.

An Overview of the 18th  
Session

»» ThemaTic Discussions: 
Delegates conducted their 
review of the implementation 
of the thematic cluster for the 
2010-2011 cycle in paral-
lel thematic discussions that 
focused on each issue individu-
ally. Each session was opened 
with panel presentations, 
which provided expert views 
on the issues to be addressed.   

»» Regional Discussions: Dis-
cussions focused on the results 
of Regional Implementation 
Meetings (RIMs), including re-
gional perspectives on the the-
matic cluster of issues as well 
as proposals for further action. 

»» siDs Day: The first half of 
the SIDS Day served as the 
preparatory committee for the 
high level meeting of the five-
year review of the Mauritius 
Strategy. The second half was 
devoted to review the prog-
ress made in implementing 
themes of the current cycle.

»» mulTi-sTakeholDeR 
Dialogues: The discus-
sion emphasized the further 
mainstreaming of the part-
nerships programme into the 
work of the CSD. Also, the 
Commission called for stronger 
interaction and coordination 
between the CSD process 
and UN operational entities.

»» minisTeRial Dialogue 
wiTh The un sysTem anD 

majoR gRoups: This dialogue 
provided a unique opportunity 
to envision improved collabo-
ration and cooperation and 
find common grounds in the 
areas of policy coherence, 
strengthened institutional 
and legal frameworks, and 
application of scientific and 
technological innovations.

»» minisTeRial ThemaTic 
RounDTables: Ministers 
highlighted the challenges and 
constraints being faced by the 
countries in implementing the 
agenda of the current cycle, 
and pointed out many actions 
to address these challenges. 
Proposed actions will con-
tribute towards the prepara-
tions of IPM for CSD-19. 

Other Events:

A Partnership Fair, a Learning 
Centre (18 courses offered, 
430 participants attended), 
and 63 Side Events

RESUlTS ANd kEy  
MESSAGES

The session provided:
»» A synthesis of key chal-

lenges/obstacles impeding 
the implementation of agreed 
agenda in 5 thematic areas 
of the current CSD cycle. 

»» An analysis of emerging is-
sues within the context of 
themes of current cycle and 
their impact on achieving the 
agreed goals and targets.
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sisting of policy measures 
and actions to advance the 
implementation in 5 thematic 
areas of the current cycle.

»» Main session will be pre-
ceded by an Intergovernmental 
Preparatory Meeting (IPM) 
that will take place from 28 
February to 4 March 2011.

»» Proceedings of the IPM will be 
supported by the SG reports 
on 5 themes. A Chair’s sum-
mary resulting from the IPM 
will be subject to negotia-
tions in the main session.

Several expert group meetings 
will be organized on themes of 
current cycle. Outcomes of these 
meetings will be used to support 
the proceedings of CSD-19.

Commission on Crime Pre-
vention and Criminal Justice, 
19th session, 17-21 May

The nineteenth session of the 
United Nations Commission 

on Crime Prevention and Criminal 
Justice was held in Vienna from 17 
to 21 May 2010. The main theme 
of the thematic discussion this year 
was protection against trafficking in 
cultural property and,  to address 
this issue, the Commission adopted 
a resolution on the recovery, return 
and protection of cultural property 
that has been stolen or trafficked. 

Furthermore, the Commission 
debated ways to ensure adequate 
follow-up to the 12th UN Con-
gress on Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice which took place in 
Salvador, Brazil from 12 to 19 April 
and urged governments to take 
into consideration the Salvador 
Declaration on Comprehensive 
Strategies for Global Challenges: 

»» The way forward for prepara-
tions of IPM of CSD-19.

Main outcome of CSD-18 was 
a Chair’s summary (non-negotiat-
ed) capturing key features of the 
discussion. Key messages emanat-
ing from Chair’s summary, inter-alia, 
include:
»» Transport: integration of 

transport into urban develop-
ment policies; strengthening 
infrastructure; and improve-
ment of safety and security.

»» Chemicals: full implementa-
tion of existing arrangements, 
including SAICM; better 
education and information 
on chemical safety mat-
ters; and strengthening 
national legislation.

»» Waste Management: inte-
grated approaches through 
reducing, recycling and reusing 
waste and materials; crimi-
nal provisions for violation of 
hazardous waste regulations; 
and addressing e-waste.

»» Mining: sharing benefits with 
local communities; support 
for artisanal and small-scale 
miners; and a global initia-
tive for sustainable mining.

»» 10YFP on SCP: support for 
the development of 10YFP; 
placing SCP within the context 
of a green economy; and 
packages of policies and 
measures (voluntary, market-
based and regulatory).

Moving towards CSD-19

»» CSD-19 will be a policy ses-
sion (2-13 May 2011). 

»» Session’s outcome will be a 
negotiated document con-

Crime Prevention and Criminal 
Justice Systems and Their Develop-
ment in a Changing World.

During the Commission, there 
was a strong focus on improving re-
sponses to violence against women 
and the treatment of women pris-
oners. Resolutions were adopted 
on the “Bangkok Rules” for the 
Treatment of Women Prisoners 
and Non-custodial Measures for 
Women Offenders on strength-
ening crime prevention and crimi-
nal justice responses to violence 
against women. An updated ver-
sion of the Model Strategies and 
Practical Measures on the Elimina-
tion of Violence against Women in 
the Field of Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice was adopted as 
well. 

The Commission adopted sev-
eral resolutions on issues ranging 
among others from strengthen-
ing public-private partnerships to 
counter crime to measures ad-
dressing trafficking in persons and 
international cooperation in the 
forensic field, in addition to a num-
ber of resolutions recommended 
for adoption by ECOSOC or the 
General Assembly. The Commis-
sion also decided on the topics for 
the thematic discussions at its next 
several sessions, including on the 
topic for its twentieth session “Pro-
tecting children in a digital age: the 
misuse of technology in the abuse 
and exploitation of children”.
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NEW ECOSOC PUBlICATION 

Special Event on 
“Engaging Philan-
thropy to Promote 
Gender Equality and 
Women’s Empower-
ment”, 22 February 

This book presents the 
key debates that took 
place during the Special 
Event on Engaging Phi-
lanthropy to Promote 
Women’s Empower-
ment and Gender 
Equality, at which top 
executives and philan-

thropy leaders discussed with ECOSOC Members and other partners 
ways to strengthen partnerships towards Implementing the internationally 
agreed goals and commitments in regard to gender equality and empower-
ment of women.

TELEVISION DEBATE, “Face 
to Face”, 30 June 2010

The United Nations Depart-
ment of Economic and Social 

Affairs (DESA) is launching the 
first of a series of television de-
bates, “Face to Face”. On 30 June 
2010, DESA, the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA) and the 
United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific, and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) will gather experts at 
United Nations Headquarters in 
New York to discuss the theme, 
“Women’s empowerment, devel-
opment cooperation and culture”. 
Speakers at the event will be: 

ThoRaya obaiD, Executive Di-
rector of the United Nations Popu-

lation Fund (UNFPA), United Na-
tions Under-Secretary-General;

iRina bokova, Director-Gen-
eral of the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific, and Cultural Orga-
nization (UNESCO);

kaviTa RamDas, President and 
Chief Executive Officer of the 
Global Fund for Women; and

kwame anThony Appiah, 
Laurance S. Rockefeller Univer-
sity Professor of Philosophy and 
the University Center for Hu-
man Values, Princeton University 
 
The moderator will be DaljiT 
Dhaliwal, Host of 21st Century 
UN Television Series, and former 
BBC and CNN anchor.

 
Please participate in the debate 
and ask your questions.

MORE  
INFORMATION

This newsletter is  
published by the  

Office for ECOSOC 
Support and Coordina-

tion - OESC/DESA

Mr. Nikhil Seth
Director 

Mr. Newton Kanhema
Development Section

Department of  
Public Information

Tel: +1 (212) 963 5602 
E-mail: kanhema@un.org 

Mr. Paul Simon
Office for ECOSOC  

Support and Coordination
Department of  

Economic and Social Affairs 
Tel: +1 (917) 367-5027 
E-mail: simonp@un.org
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