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Excellencies, 
Distinguished Colleagues, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

I warmly welcome you to the second day of the one and a half day meeting held 
in preparation for this year’s high- level segment of the Economic and Social Council. As 
you are aware, the theme of the high- level segment this year is “Resources mobilization 
and enabling environment for poverty eradication in the context of the implementation of 
the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the decade 2001-2010”. 

 
The need to achieve the Millennium Declaration target of reducing poverty by 

half by 2015 has refocused attention on the urgency of mobilizing resources for 
development and poverty reduction. As more than 10% of the world’s population live in 
Least Developed Countries (LDCs), many of them in extreme poverty, it is vital to 
include this group of countries if the international community is to reach this objective. 
This would require three basic transitions: a human capital transition; a productivity 
transition and an environmental transition.  

 
Yesterday, we discussed, among others, how to attain the international 

commitments by mobilizing resources in the context of good governance and PRSPs. 
While the resource gap can hardly be overemphasized, the efficiency in the use of 
resources is also critical. This involves greater transparency and accountability as this 
greatly affects the quality of institutions. Furthermore, fiscal decentralization can improve 
the tax base as it strengthens the link between tax collection and service delivery. These 
initiatives would strengthen pro-poor policies and alleviate poverty through the efficient 
use of existing resources. 

 
Today, we will discuss efforts to improve the social and economic situations of 

LDCs mired by conflict. In this regard, ECOSOC Ad Hoc Advisory Groups play an 
important role in the nexus of peacebuilding, good governance and sustainable 
development. We will also discuss the issue of trade and market access and how to 
increase supply-side capacities in LDCs. At our last meeting in February, it was 
suggested to support this objective through the concepts of: “aid for trade”,  “investment 
for trade” and “aid as a catalyst for private resources”. Such a link between, on the one 
hand, domestic policies in LDCs, and on the other hand, policies of donor countries and 
international institutions, would greatly enhance the effective use of existing resources. In 



the afternoon the dialogue will be further enriched by the active participation of NGOs. 
This will provide critical feedback on this years’ high- level segment theme.  

 
Our meeting will start off with the opening remarks by Mr. Anwarul K. 

Chowdhury, Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for the Least Developed 
Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States; and 
Ms. Eveline Herfkens, Executive Coordinator for the Millennium Development Goals 
Campaign. We will then hear remarks by H.E. Mrs. Seraphine Wakana, Minister for 
Planning, Development and Reconstruction of the Republic of Burundi; H.E. Mr. Mpho 
Malie, Minister of Trade & Industry, Cooperatives and Marketing of Lesotho. I warmly 
welcome all distinguished guests and look forward to an interactive discussion at the 
roundtables. 
 

  
The session is adjourned. 

 


