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This morning the ECOSOC will launch the second series of roundtables to be held today 
and tomorrow as part of the preparations for the High-Level Segment of the upcoming 
Substantive Session of Economic and Social Council next June. In addition to the five 
roundtables with Ministerial participation on the keys topics relevant to the theme of the 
Segment, an NGO Forum will take place tomorrow afternoon.  
 
At the outset, I would like to pay tribute you Madame President for your leadership of the 
Council and for your guidance and keen personal interest in the preparatory process that 
commenced on 17 February. My Office and all our collaborating partners would like to 
convey our deep appreciation to you for that. Here it is also important for me to mention 
that only yesterday   Foreign Minister Rogatien Biaou of Benin as the Chair of the Group 
of the Least Developed Countries and myself returned from a joint mission to Helsinki 
after undertaking consultations with the Finnish leadership in the context of the ECOSOC 
session and the case of LDCs. 
 
Let me now convey our warm welcome to H.E. Mr. Rogatien Biaou, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Benin and Chair of the Group of LDCs;  H.E. Mr. Joao Jose Silva 
Monteiro, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of the Republic of Guinea-
Bissau; H.E. Mrs. Seraphine Wakana, Minister for Planning, Development and 
Reconstruction of the Republic of Burundi; H.E. Mr. Bissiri Sirima, Adviser to the 
Primer Minister of Burkina Faso on Economic Matters; H.E. Ms. Aicha Bassarewan, 
Vice Minister, Ministry of Planning and Finance of Timor Leste and our sincere thanks to 
them for their gracious participation and enriching our deliberations.  
                                                             
The Brussels Programme of Action for the LDCs reflects a major international 
consensus to forge a stronger partnership to fight poverty and support sustainable 
development in the LDCs, based on the seven specific commitments undertaken by these 
most vulnerable countries of the international community and their development partners.  
This year’s ECOSOC Substantive Session may very well be termed “the LDCs 
session” as three out its four segments -- the High-Level, the Coordination and the 
General Segments are going to focus on the challenges faced by the 50 LDCs and the 
implementation of the Brussels Programme. Deliberations in these Segments will be part 
of the continuing efforts of the United Nations system to promote the cause of the LDCs 
in the cooperation with all other partners. 
 
The choice of the ECOSOC High Level Segment theme focussing on resource 
mobilization for LDCs – incidentally it is the first time that the High-Level Segment is 
being devoted to the concerns of a group of countries – is a very special opportunity for 
the Least Developed Countries to engage the international community in considering 
proactively the specific measures that could be taken for their development. It is also 
relevant to note that the well-articulated theme in a way covers the interdependence of all 
seven commitments of the Programme of Action as well as all cross cutting issues 
therein. One of the roundtables tomorrow will also address the challenges faced by LDCs 
affected by conflict.  
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The three roundtables held on the 17 February 2004 examined the domestic, regional 
and international aspects of resource mobilization and enabling environment for poverty 
eradication in the LDCs. That gave a good opportunity to the representatives of the 
United Nations system and the Least Developed Countries to deliberate on the various 
dimensions of these issues.  
 
Today’s and tomorrow’s events will cover a range  of issues from resource 
mobilization for the implementation of the Brussels Programme, to good governance and 
public finance management for domestic resource mobilization, to PRSPs as mechanism 
for resource mobilization, to LDCs emerging from conflict and to market access. My 
Office is happy to host the roundtable on market access, an issue of particular importance 
to LDCs. The discussions at the roundtables will benefit from the LDCs experiences to be 
presented by the participating Ministers who will identify existing constraints, new 
challenges, obstacles faced by their respective countries in particular and LDCs in 
general. I hope each of these roundtables will allow substantive interaction among all the 
participants. 
 
For the afternoon of 18 March, an NGO/ civil society forum has been organized by the 
DESA and my Office, OHRLLS, in partnership with civil society organizations, 
particular among these is the  LDC Watch, an NGO specifically established to follow-up 
the implementation of the Programme of Action both at the national and global levels. 
 
Here I would like to take the opportunity to emphasize strongly that the next special  
meeting of ECOSOC with the Bretton Woods institutions  on 24 April 2004 in New  
York should focus on issues related to financing for development of the LDCs within the 
framework of the Brussels Programme of Action. This meeting should foster a dialogue 
aimed at enhancing coordination between multilateral agencies for the effective delivery 
of development and poverty reduction support in favour of the LDCs. I would also like to 
recall the Secretary General’s recommendation to the ECOSOC last year asking those 
entities that have not yet done so to consider establishing a specific category for LDCs in 
their annual reporting and to mainstream the LDCs Progamme in their activities. 
 
Until now, all financing for development to support the LDCs were basically based on 
the Official Development Assistance (ODA). However, with the new challenges that we 
are facing these days, we have to look for increased FDI, debt cancellation, trade 
opportunities and at the same time for new avenues beside the traditional financing 
support for LDCs. The LDCs should further explore South-South cooperation as an 
alternative, not a substitute, way to fund their development. South-South cooperation 
including the support through the triangular cooperation has the potential of playing 
a significant role in promoting sustained growth and sustainable development for the 
LDCs. 
 
The World Solidarity Fund set up by the United Nations last year is a good initiative to 
reiterate global solidarity by supporting the poorest countries. The Fund should become 
operational soonest possible and the LDCs should be its primary beneficiaries. The 
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Financing for Development implementation process needs to give particular attention 
to the resource commitments for the LDCs made in Monterrey.  
 
We are confident that the two-day debate will offer the opportunity to bring up the 
concerns and constraints of the LDCs and how to overcome those and thereby improve 
the living conditions of their people. We will have to keep in mind that the conclusions 
obtained from the preparatory process in February and March will be providing the main 
inputs to the Report of the Secretary-General to the High Level Segment. I believe 
strongly that our main effort in this process should be to be responsive to LDCs 
priorities and to obtain a good and focused outcome  with concrete actions in June .  
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