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SPEAKERS BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

 
Adrian OTTEN, is Director of the Intellectual Property Division of the Secretariat of the 
World Trade Organization (WTO), the responsibilities of which include intellectual 
property, competition policy and government procurement. Mr. Otten is a graduate of the 
University of Cambridge, England.  After posts with the Commonwealth Secretariat in 
London, working on international trade questions, and with the Swaziland Government in 
Brussels, assisting them in their negotiations with the EEC in the context of the first 
Lomé Convention, he joined the GATT Secretariat in 1975.  He held a variety of posts 
within the GATT Secretariat.  Between 1986 and 1993, he was Secretary of the Uruguay 
Round Negotiating Group on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights. 
 

Nuno PIRES DE CARVALHO is Acting Director-Advisor, Industrial Property 
Legislation for Development, Economic Development Sector, World Intellectual 
Property Organization (WIPO). His most recent post before joining WIPO, was as 
Counselor, from 1996 to 1999, at the Intellectual Property Division of the World Trade 
Organization (WTO).  

Mr. Pires de Carvalho obtained an LL.B from the Federal University of Minas Gerais, 
Brazil and was admitted to Brazil’s Bar in 1981; a Master of Law & Economics (LL.M.) 
and Doctorate in Law & Economics (S.J.D.), Federal University of Minas Gerais, Brazil; 
a Master of Laws (LL.M.) and Doctorate in Legal Sciences (S.J.D.), Washington 
University in St. Louis, MO, USA, at which he was also a visiting adjunct professor at 
the Law School (1995-1996); and a Master of Laws (LL.M.), Catholic University of 
Lisbon, Portugal.  
  
He is the author of many publications, the most recent of which is “The TRIPS Regime 
of Patent Rights”, 2nd edition, Kluwer Law International, London, 2005; and writes 
articles on industrial property law, including “From the Shaman’s Hut to the Patent 
Office: In Search Of a TRIPS-Consistent Requirement to Disclose the Origin of Genetic 
Resources and Prior Informed Consent”, 17 Wash. U. J.L. & Policy 111 (2005); “The 
Problem of Gene Patents”, 3 Wash. U. J. Global Stud. 701 (2004); “The Primary 
Function of Patents”, 1 U. Ill. J.L. Tech. & Policy 25 (2001); “Requiring Disclosure of 
the Origin of Genetic Resources and Prior Informed Consent Without Infringing the 
TRIPS Agreement: The Problem and the Solution”, 2 Wash. U. J.L. & Policy 371 (2000); 
and  “From the Shaman’s Hut to the Patent Office: How Long and Winding is the 
Road?”, 41 Rev. ABPI  3 (Jul/Aug 1999). 
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Simonetta ZARRILLI is a Legal Officer in the Division on International Trade and 
Commodities of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 
Secretariat. She joined UNCTAD in 1988 and since then she has been working on a 
number of trade and development related issues - such as preferential tariff treatments for 
developing countries, trade and environment, standards and regulations, trade in services, 
intellectual property rights, agro-biotechnology, the interface between energy, trade and 
development, and non-trade concerns in international trade.  She has carried out a number 
of analytical, intergovernmental and technical cooperation activities in the above-
mentioned areas.   

Ms. Zarrilli has produced a large number of publications, including books, official 
UNCTAD papers, studies and essays. In particular, she is the editor of the following 
books: Energy and Environmental Services: Negotiating Objectives and Development 
Priorities (published in 2003 by UNCTAD); Trade Agreements, Petroleum and Energy 
Policies (published in 2000 by UNCTAD), Trade in Health Services: A development 
perspective (jointly published in 1998 by UNCTAD and the WHO), Eco-labelling and 
International Trade (published in 1997 by MacMillan). She has just published a study 
entitled: International Trade in GMOs and GM Products: National and Multilateral 
Legal Frameworks (published in the UNCTAD study series: Policy Issues in 
International Trade and Commodities).   

Since November 2003, she has been acting as associate editor of OGEL (Oil, Gas & 
Energy Law Intelligence), and since March 2002, she has joined the trade law research 
group at the University of Dundee, UK, as research associate. In March 1985 she was 
admitted to the Italian Bar. Ms. Zarrilli holds a LLM. Degree from the College of Europe, 
Bruges, Belgium and a B.A. degree from the University of Siena, Italy. She is fluent in 
English, French, Spanish, Portuguese and Italian.  
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