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Enterprise development is at the core of SABMiller’s long term sustainability strategy, 
helping create jobs and develop entrepreneurial skills in the communities in which we 
operate. Encouraging enterprise development is a key sustainable development priority 
and well integrated into our day-to-day business. 
 
Depending on the stage where the entrepreneur’s business idea or Project is, SABMiller 
has developed a range of programmes which aim at providing support for the creation, 
growth and sustainability of micro and small business ventures.  
 
For those businesses with high impact potential for overcoming social challenges and 
helping make the world a better place through power of social innovation, the South 
African Breweries Foundation runs an annual Social Innovations Competition. 
Applications are sought from all South Africans, who have a uniquely brilliant idea that 
solves a challenge that is faced by people living in poverty.  
 
The SAB Foundation invests R1, 000, 000 (US$ 109,000) into the winning Social 
Innovation to allow the Innovation to reach as many of our targeted beneficiaries as 
possible. In addition, and to the same end purpose, there are investments of R500, 000 
(US$54,921) for second place, R400, 000 for third place (US$43,936), R250, 000 
(US$27,460) each for the runners up, and seed grants worth R100, 000 (US$10,984) to 
eight deserving finalists, where relevant and suggested by the judges. These seed grants 
are R100, 000 (US$10,984) and can be the most critical of the awards that we give. 
 
The SAB Foundation is acting as a social ‘investor’ in solutions that deliver social and (in 
the long run) financial returns. By using grants like an investor, pro-poor innovation 
occurs, costs come down and growth (helping more poor people) can eventually become 
funded by the market, not only by scarce charity funds. 
 
Those who are involved in community development know first-hand of remarkable 
individuals, from government, civil society and companies, who strive every day to meet 
social needs and aspirations, create wealth and respect the environment – all at the 
same time. But the challenges ahead on the development path are great. All budgets, be 
they government, civil society or corporate, are, and will continue to be, under great 
pressure in the wake of the financial and economic crisis. At the same time, we face 
significant social challenges, ranging from high levels of unemployment and poverty to 
education and safety.  
 
Great ideas to address these types of challenges abound in South Africa – the process of 
a national challenge prize draws these ideas out into the open and invests money into 
the innovation in order to take it to as many South Africans living in poverty as possible. 
 
Through the SAB Foundation’s Social Innovation Awards, solutions to these challenges 
can be drawn into the open, invested in and taken to reach as many people as possible. 
By developing, testing and disseminating new innovation solutions and taking risks, the 
SAB Foundation is helping the country and society to create growth and jobs, and bolster 
the wellbeing of people within the communities where we operate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



These are some of the beneficiaries from the SAB Foundation’s Social Innovation 
Awards. We are proud to have three of our beneficiaries within the 30 Africa’s Best 
Young Entrepreneurs, according to Forbes 
http://www.forbes.com/sites/mfonobongnsehe/2013/02/23/30‐under‐30‐africas‐best‐young‐
entrepreneurs/  
 
Apple Green Holdings 
Innovative, holistic, end-to-end waste management solution 
(Does recycling work for ABI) 
www.applegreen.co.za/ 
  
 
DryBath 
DryBath™ is the world's first germicidal bath-substituting™ skin lotion/gel. It is a 
proprietary blend of a biocide, bioflavonoids and moisturisers. 
http://headboy.org/drybath/  
http://www.ted.com/talks/ludwick_marishane_a_bath_without_water.html  
 
Micromune 
Innovative aerobic and anaerobic microbes that can fulfil a critical need for improved 
basic sanitation in rural and poor communities. 
www.sanitation-world.com/micromune.html   
 
Reel Gardening 
Pre fertilised seed strip which encases seed with fertiliser at the correct depth and 
distance apart. It saves 80% water, plants grow earlier, anyone can plant it and the 
instructions are in 7 official languages. The product is handmade in an environmentally 
friendly way uses no electricity to produce and is package in recycled plastic packaging. 
www.reelgardening.co.za/   
 
The ECOtyre 
Product that produces fresh and clean air and water using old car tyries 
No website 
 
Taung Glass Recycling Project 
Collects glass from community and produces variety of beautiful hand-crafted objects, 
including salad bowls, trays, clocks, platters 
Very rural, no website 
 


