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Concept Note
Background

The United Nations system is in the process of elting the post-2015 UN
development agenda. To this end, a number of iiéa are taking place. Some of these
efforts include the establishment by the UN Secye@eneral of the High-level Panel on the
Post-2015 development agenda, creation of a UNeBystide Task Team and the convening
of numerous national and thematic consultationg Ftesident of the 88General Assembly
has been mandated to convene a General Assemidialspeent (25 September 2013) to
assess progress on the MDGs and consider theidirexfta post-2015 framework.

Several other simultaneous processes are takimg.pRursuant to the mandates of the
Rio+20 outcome document, the General Assembly iskiwg to establish the High-level
Political Forum and to elaborate a set of sustdendbvelopment goals (SDGs). Efforts will be
made to integrate the legislative tracks of the SDMGth the post-2015 UN development
agenda.

At the United Nations Conference on Sustainable elpment (Rio+20), Heads of
State and Government reaffirmed ECOSOC as a pehbguy for policy review, dialogue and
recommendations on issues of economic, social andommental development. They also
reaffirmed ECOSOC'’s role in coordination, cohererasel oversight, and recognized its
responsibility for achieving the balanced integratiof the three dimensions of sustainable
development.

The Thematic Debate

The thematic debate will focus on ECOSOC’s contidsuto shaping the post-2015
development agenda and its follow up. ECOSOC heasnaglated extensive experience in the
substantive monitoring and review of the MDGs amdhie integrated and coordinated follow
up to the major global summits and conferenceginguit in a unique position to contribute to
the definition of a post-2015 development agenda.



The Council’s role as a global policymaking, dialegand accountability platform has
been greatly enhanced by the AMR and DCF, arigioigp the 2005 Summit. Since then, it has
effectively tracked progress in achieving the MDdasl has provided policy guidance aimed at
overcoming crucial obstacles to such efforts.

In the post-2015 framework, the Council could cimitie as a key platform for global
monitoring of and accountability for the implemeida of the UN development agenda. It
could also continue to bring the dialogue on dgwelent to a wide range of stakeholders. This
year's Thematic Debate at the High-level SegmerE@OSOC provides the Council and the
entire ECOSOC system the opportunity to presenasdand recommendations on the
substantive content of the post-2015 developmesni@a and how it should be monitored.

The theme selected for the 2013 thematic repdiTie contribution of the Economic
and Social Council to the elaboration of the post-2015 development agenda as a principal
body for policy review, policy dialogue and recommendations on issues of economic and social
development and for the follow up to the Millennium Development Goals.” The Report of the
Secretary-General on the theme will be introdudeatie@ECOSOC High-level Segment during
the afternoon of Tuesday, 2 July 2013.

The thematic debate will consist of two roundtadikcussions during the morning and
afternoon sessions of Thursday, 4 July 2(High-level representatives from various relevant
sectors, including government, academia, and thesytem, will be invited to contribute to
the discussion.

Objectives

The main objective of the thematic roundtable disens is to bring together a cross-
section of high-level policymakers and experts teligbrate on ECOSOC’s role and
contribution to shaping and monitoring the post2€@&velopment framework.

Specific objectives are to:

1. Promote dialogue and provide concrete ideas farming the United Nations
development agenda beyond 2015, particularly webpect to integrating
sustainable development into a unified framewonk} a

2. Elicit recommendations on how the entire ECOSOQesyscould be better
mobilized in the coordinated follow up, implemerdaatand monitoring of the
new development agenda.

In pursuing these objectives, the roundtable deliitens will address issues of
promoting inclusiveness and reducing inequalitissengthening global governance
frameworks, bringing about a renewed global pasimerfor development and engaging
new and emerging actors, among other topics. Asahsultation process for fashioning
the new development agenda is premised on mukektdder participation and mutual



global accountability, presentations and discussion each roundtable will seek to
highlight the potential of ECOSOC as a platformdolective action.

Panel I: Shaping the post-2015 development agendbl)(am — 1 pm)

Moderator: Mr. David Steven, Senior Fellow and Associate OwecCenter for
International Cooperation, New York University, USA

Lead Presenters:

Co-Chairs of the United Nations Task Team on thet2615 United Nations
Development Agenda:

* Mr. Wu Hongbo, Under-Secretary-General for Econoamnd Social Affairs,
United Nations

* Ms. Helen Clark, Administrator, United Nations Dmment Programme

Pandllists:

* Mr. Anthony Mothae Maruping, Commissioner for Ecomo Affairs, African
Union

* Hon. Francois-Xavier De Donnea, Inter-Parliamentihyion/Chamber of
Representatives, Belgium

* Ms. Amina Mohammed, Secretary-General’s Specialigetvon Post-2015
Development Planning

Discussants:

« H.E. Mr. Michael Anderson, Prime Minister's Speckahvoy for Post-2015
UN Development, United Kingdom

« Dr. Ann Aerts, Head of the Novartis Foundation f&ustainable
Development.

Questions:

* What should the United Nations do to ensure that fbst-2015 development
agenda successfully integrates the sustainabldapeuent agenda into a unified
development framework? [Mr. Wu Hongbo]

e How can the post-2015 development agenda be she@pdxding about more
inclusive social and economic development thatiesdels poverty and reduces
growing inequalities in the world? [Ms. Helen Clark



* What actions could ECOSOC and the United Natiordertake to address the
specific needs of countries in Africa, includingspaonflict countries, in the
context of the post-2015 development agenda? [Mthény Mothae Maruping]

* What could be the roles of parliaments, as weli@snal and local governments,
in the post-2015 development agenda? What can thi#gedJ Nations and
ECOSOC do to foster these roles? [Hon. FrancoiseXd¥e Donnea]

* What steps need to be taken to ensure full andteféefinancing of a post-2015
development agenda? How might sustainable developfimancing be extended
beyond other aspects of development financing? fMisina Mohammed]

Panel II: Follow up to the post-2015 development amnda (3 — 5:30 pm)

Moderator: Mr. David Steven, Senior Fellow and Associate OwecCenter for
International Cooperation, New York University, USA

Lead Presenters:

 H.E. Mr. Minelik Alemu Getahun, Permanent Repregewe of Ethiopia to
the United Nations, Geneva

e H.E. Mr. Martin Dahinden, Director, Swiss Agencyr f@evelopment
Cooperation

Pandllists:

e Mr. John McArthur, Senior Fellow at Fung Globaltihge, United Nations
Foundation and Brookings Institution

* Ms. Bernadette Fischler, Policy Analyst on post-M)GAFOD, The official
Catholic aid agency for England and Wales

Discussants:

* H.E. Ms. Faega Saeed Alsaleh, Assistant Secretanefal, League of Arab
States

* Mr. Klaus Rudischhauser, Deputy Director GeneralropeAid, European
Commission



Questions:

 What are the constructs of a more effective anéweal global partnership for
development? How can new and emerging developmartingrs be better
engaged in this global partnership? [H.E. Mr. Ahrdaide]

 How could accountability and the measurement aadking of progress be
improved in the post-2015 framework at the globagional and national levels?
How could the ECOSOC Annual Ministerial Review ardkevelopment
Cooperation Forum mechanisms contribute to stremgtly accountability? [H.E.
Mr. Martin Dahinden]

* What can be done to bring about a stronger and mohgsive global governance,
strengthen development coherence and create anlirgnamternational
environment for development in support of the @xt5 development agenda?
[Mr. John McArthur]

* What would be the roles of the private sector, anad, and NGOs, in the post-
2015 development agenda? How can ECOSOC fostere thekes? [Ms.
Bernadette Fischler]

Format

The deliberations will be chaired by the PresidehtECOSOC. Each session will
consist of an open, free-flowing roundtable distuss with no formal statements or
presentations. The deliberations will be led by @derator, who will initiate discussion by
addressing specific questions to each lead prasante panellist. The moderator will guide
interactive exchanges among lead presenters aradliptn

The moderator will pose the first question to tinstlead presenter, who will have five
to seven (5-7) minutes to respond, giving her/leispectives on the issue. The remaining lead
presenter and panellists will then be given two f@hutes each to share any additional
perspectives and to engage in discussion on th&tiqgne The moderator will then give a brief
(one-minute) summary and proceed to the next questiosing it to the next lead presenter or
panellist. The process will be repeated for allgbestions.

After all the questions have been addressed, trderator will invite the discussant(s)
for each panel to give a brief perspective (sevewnutas) tying together the themes addressed
by each of the lead presenters and panellists aoddmng their own perspective on the
guestions.

The moderator will then open the floor, invitingdéence participants to ask questions
and make comments on the range of issues raisezl.nidderator will be responsible for
channelling questions and managing this interagtioeess. Audience participants are asked



to engage in an open, free-flowing interactive aésion, with no formal statements or
presentations.

At the end of the question and answer session,ntbderator will conclude the
discussions with a brief synthesis of the main {gomaised. The Chair will then close the
session.

Outcome

The outcome of the discussion will be a summantheyPresident of ECOSOC. The
summary will provide concrete perspectives on waywhich ECOSOC could contribute to
the post-2015 development framework and to itoWllup, monitoring, and implementation.
The summary will be transmitted by the PresiderE©OSOC to the President of the General
Assembly in preparation for the 25 September 2028BeBl Assembly special event on the
MDGs and the post-2015 development agenda.



