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Your Excellency Mr Hamidon Ali, Chairman of the
Economic and Socijal Council;

Excellencies;:

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great honour for me to attend the 2010 substantive
session of the Economic ang Social Council and the high
level segment on the theme of

« Implementation of the International Objectives and
Commitments Related to Gender Equality
and Women Empowerment"
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¢ I would like to congratulate His Excellence Mr Alj
- Hamidon for chairing ECOSOC and for the choice of a
| theme that is at the heart of the concerns of the
| international community as illustrated by several major
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events aimed at achieving gender equality and women
€mpowerment, and notably:

° the Beijing+15 assessment carried out in March
2010 by the 54" Commission for women's rights. |
would like' to point out that our country, the
Kingdom of Morocco, is fully committed to the
Beijing Declaration and Action programme.

© The CEDAW convention the 30t anniversary of
which was celebrated last December.
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e And of course commitment to achieve the
Millennium Development Goals the state of
advancement of which will be reviewed at the MDG
summit here, in New York, in September 2010.

The MDGs are closely linked to the issue of gender
equality, and their achievement s particularly related to
fighting discrimination and violence, and to promoting
gender equality and the empowerment of women.

At the Beijing+15 assessment we all underlined the need
to focus on the implementation of CEDAW, the Beijing
action plan and the MDGs, while fully aware that the
issue of equality cuts across the 8 objectives.

While the international community has made undeniable

education, Participation in the formal economy and
promotion of the fundamenta| rights of women, some
difficulties still remain and are even aggravated by the

financial and economic crisis, food insecurity and climate
change.

The stakes and challenges linked to the issue of equality
are considerable and we clearly affirm that gender
equality is a priority for our world, for sustainable
development and for the progress of humankind.

The promotion of women's rights and of equality is the
principal avenue for building a fairer and more human
world with greater solidarity, that requires new global
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governance designed and implemented  with major
involvement of women.

Morocco thanks to the leadership and vision of His
Majesty King Mohammed VI who has engaged our
country towards building a society based on strong
standards of human rights, liberty and gender equality.

President,
Excellencies,

The Kingdom of Morocco has made a clear commitment
to implement an agenda of reforms targeted at
promoting human rights and equality.

Combating discrimination is a formidable lever to further

social justice, equal chances ang women's rights in
Morocco and in the world.

In 2004, we have achieved a major reform of the Family
Code that, today, is based on equality and joint
résponsibility. This was followed by the reform of the

right as men to Pass on, in any event, thejr nationality of
origin to their children born from g Moroccan father.




key institutional stakeholders and civil society
partnerships.

Morocco has become one of the pilot countries of the
MDG fund through the setting up of TAMKINE, a multi-
sectorial programme aimed at fighting gender-based
violence through the €mpowerment of women and girls.

This  programme brings together 13 ministerial
departments, 8 UN agencies and NGO's with the
common goal of convergence, institutionalisation and
territorialisation of the fight against gender-based
violence through the €mpowerment of women.

Within the framework of this programme, important
achievements have been made on several levels:

legislative: a draft law against partner violence has
been initiated and the penal code is being revised;

knowledge and availability of data through the first
national survey on the Prevalence of violence:

awareness and combating of stereotypes:

And finally the availability of services to assist
women and girls that are victims of violence. |In
addition to the national Watch-out Centre, which
falls under the Ministry of Social Development,
Families and Solidarity, there are 345 centres and
reception units that are under the control of the
National Security Department, the Gendarmerie, the
Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Health and NGOs.
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With regard to MDGS, it is to be noted that the maternal
mortality rate declined from 227 deaths per 100 000 live
births in 2004 to 132 deaths in 2009, that js a 42% decline,
owing to the "Zero risk Maternity" strategy that provides for

a annual basis. For the current year it related to 25
government sectors.

Parity in the management of public affairs was a major
concern and 2009 has been a turning point in this

At the municipal elections In June 2009, the number of
women elected increased by 3000% rising from 127 to
3428 elected women. The representation rate of women
In communes therefore rose from 0.56% to 12.38% of all

equality have been set up in all communes and equal
chances are open to civil society associations.




made Human Development 3 priority issue. It js called
National Initiative for Human Development (INDH) and aims
at combating inequalities - pe they territorial between

urban and rural areas Or gender-based - by fighting poverty,
insecurity and exclusion.

Thanks to this inclusive and participatory partner approach
and to gender awareness, INDH today constitutes 2
governance model that is based on participatory democracy
and major concept change in conducting public policy
aimed at social ang human development.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

To fight for equality is to fight against discrimination,
violence ang exclusion. It is to curb poverty and
endeavour towards sustainable and fajr economic, social
and human development which, in turn, contributes to
progress, democracy and peace.




Equality helps the world to make progress!

Today the poor People in the world are mostly women.
Women also constitute tremendoys potential for wealth,

In societies today, the dynamics of equality is conducive
to performance, innovation Progress and sustainable
development and hence to wealth_

We have to mobilize to put the defence of women's
rights at the centre of the debate and to make the

Components of the internationa| community that endeavour
towards the construction of a better world.

Let us act together ... let us take joint action. ..

Thank you



