ECOSOC Annual Ministerial Review
Statement by Ambassador Catsten Staur, Permanent Representative of Denmark

- T would like first of all to align myself with the FEU statement, and shall therefore limit
myself to a few supplementary remarks - basically only three points

- The Danish Government very much welcomes this first Annual Ministerial Review and
the SG’s very timely report taking stock of the progress so far towards the MDGs. Both
during the AMR and during the Development Cooperation Forum tomorrow we have
the opportunity to reflect on how far we have come, and what lessons we draw from
out expetiences so far.

- This year - halfway towards 2015 - we find ourselves ata significant milestone, where we
all have to face the basic question: Whether the cup is half full or balf empty?

- On the positive side we can conclude that there is progress. The theme for our debate
this year focuses primarily on eradicating poverty and hunger MDG1). The good news
is that all major regions are on the track to reducing the proportion of people living in
extreme poverty by 2015 to below the 1990 rate. With one notable exception: Sub-
Saharan Aftica, where we know it will be difficult to achieve the MDGs and where
special efforts therefore have to be made in the years to come. On the negative side
overall progress is too slow. So the message is clear: We must step up our cfforts, as
developing countries and as donot countrics - and we cannot afford to leave anyone
behind. The upcoming Financiag for Development Conference in 2008 will be
important in this respect. '

~ My second point is that one impottant stepping stone towards the eradication of
poverty, and the fulflment of the interlinked MDGs, is the achievement of gender
equality and empowering of women. Also hete, there has been incremental progress as
the $G7s report illustrates. But we sl bave a long way to go- Investment in women has -
proven to be a wise and sound strategy. Iimpowerment of women politically, socially
and economically bencfits not only the individual woman, but her family, her childeen,
her comimunity and het society at large.

- According to World Bank estimates, uncqual education and employment oppottunities
for women in sub-Saharan Aftica have slowed down per capita growth by 0.8
percentage points between 1960 and 1992, T'his is significant. A further 0.8 percentage
points per year would have doubled cconomic growth over the period.

- So these figures speak for themselves. Not only on the appalling costs of gender
incqualitics, but also on the porential of women to become teal drivers of change and
development. We have no choice. [t is sound cconomics. To achieve the MDGs we
stmply MUst Promote Women's cConomic empoweHment.

- Gender cquality and the cconomic empowerment of women are ends in their own vghe
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economic growth. But developments have taken a wrong tarn, not least in the area of
rcproducmc health. Let me tecall some alasming facts:

that

= 1) Sexual and reproductive diseases, including HIV/AIDS, accounts for over 60% of
the total female dlh(.&b(.b in Africa.

that

n ) In Afiica, 1 woman out of 16 risks dying duc to complications related to pregnancy or
childbirth - in Denmark, it is 1 woman out of more than seven thousand.

So, we need to ensure that the commitments by bheads of government at the ICPD
conference in 1994 - commitments that were reaffirmed in 2005 UN Would Summit — that
these commitments are translated into action.

The first step was the UN Secretary General’s introduction of a new target under MDG 5
on Maternal Health in 2006. This new target is to achieve universal access to reproductive
health by 2015. Denmark strongly welcomes this important and timely step.

-

My thitd and final point is to stress the importance of climate change. The SG's report
refers to the repotts issued by the International Panel on Climate change, which conclude
that global warming is occurring faster than we thought, and that human activity is primarily
responsible. The IPPC-reports furthermore make it quite clear that climate change affects
the poorest countties the most. T would therefore like to take this opportunity to reiterate
the points made also by the FU: That a sound stratcgy to ensure environmental
sustainability needs to be p’ut of a poverty-focused development strategy - and that climate
change as such will be a major challenge for all of us in our endeavours to develop a suitable
post-Kyoto regime by 2009. This, rhc:z efore, will be one of the major challenges for the
internatonal community over the next 2 V2 years. It is impoztant that the High T.evel Hvent
on 24 September provides sufficient guidance from the highest levels to create a sound
basis fot the COP13 mecting in Bali in December, so that out of this mecting will emerge
guidelines and work 'DM:D\ rhat will allow us to conclade negotatons by 2009. We have h1gh
hopes that we will succeed in this endeavour.

To Baish off where T began: Whether the cup s half full or half ecmpty?

There is no doubt that in order to achieve the MDGs, we need to do more and do it faster.
Theze is solid ground to build on - the cup is already half tall - but it will take 2 common
and Juc,rmde ctfort in a number of arcas, including climate change, to make sure that,
come 2015, it will not only be full, but spilting over.




