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Mr. Chairperson, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

We express our gratitude to you, Mr. Chair, for your leadership and efficient
conduct of this session and applaud the Commission's success in adopting
the commemorative political declaration on Monday. We also thank the co-
facilitators, Bureau members and the secretariat for their support and
guidance. We acknowledge and welcome the presence of civil society groups
and youth, for bringing important voices to these discussions.

This is a key moment for the population and development community,
including the sexual and reproductive health and rights community, as
together we mark the 25th anniversary of the ICPD, as well as other important
global events this year including the 50th anniversary of UNFPA, and Women
Deliver Conference - which Canada will be hosting in June.

Canada has been, and continues to be, a strong and vocal advocate for the
full and effective implementation of the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) and the
outcomes of its review conferences.

The Programme of Action represents, both then and now, a remarkable
consensus among diverse countries on the importance of human rights and
individual dignity as the basis for achieving sustainable development,
including the equal rights of women and girls.

Last year, Canada was honoured to be one of the co-chairs of the UNECE
Regional Conference on ICPD+25, together with our colleagues from Belarus
and Bulgaria. We heard the experiences of countries in the region in
contributing to the implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action.

We were reminded of the Importance of understanding our individual country
and subnational experiences, because aggregate regional progress can



conceal inequalities in access to quality sexual and reproductive health
services, particularly for women and girls.

Shortly after that conference, Canada hosted the 7'^ International
Parliamentarians' Conference on the Implementation of the ICPD Programme
of Action (IPCI), a critical platform where over 100 parliamentarians from 78
countries committed to a series of actions aimed at realizing the ICPD PoA,
through universal access to sexual and reproductive health and rights.

The forward-looking and bold IPCI outcome document - the Ottawa Statement
of Commitment - calls for concrete actions to respect, protect and fulfil the
sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) of all individuals, including
through comprehensive sexuality education and abortion services where
legal.

We would also like to emphasize the important mandate and invaluable work
of UNFPA in the implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action.

Monsieur le President, la mise en ceuvre integrate du Programme d'action de
la Conference Internationale sur la population et le d^veloppement (la CIPD)
renforcera egalement nos efforts pour mettre en ceuvre le Programme de
developpement durable a I'horizon 2030 et atteindre les objectifs de
developpement durable (ODD).

C'est pourquoi la Politique d'aide Internationale feministe du Canada place les
droits, besoins et les priorites des plus pauvres et marginalises, incluant les
femmes et les filles, les personnes handicap6es, et les personnes LGBTQI,
au coeur de nos efforts.

Des plateformes comme le partenariat mondial pour la planification
familiale 2020 (FP2020) et SheDecides sont essentielles pour mobiliser des
ressources et faire entendre la voix des femmes et des filles pauvres et
marginalises, afin de garantir leur acces a la sante et les droits sexuels et
reproductifs.

De plus, I'engagement des gargons et des jeunes hommes continue d'etre
essentiel e la progression de ces efforts et a la realisation d'un changement
durable.

En juillet 2019,1'objectif de developpement durable no 4, parmi d'autres ODD,
fera I'objet d'un examen approfondi lors du Forum politique de haut niveau sur
le developpement durable 2019.

Le Canada croit que I'autonomisation des femmes et des filles par I'education,
ce qui inclut I'education complete e la sexualite, garantit que nous
continuerons e faire des progres e I'echelle mondiale en matiere d'inclusion et
d'egalite. En 2018, sous la presidence canadienne du G7, nous avons



fierement prone I'acces a une education de quaiite pour les filles et les
femmes des pays en developpement dans la Declaration de Charlevoix.

Monsieur le President, le Canada reconnaTt que I'education et la formation
professionnelle sont essentielles e la prosperite economique et sociale, ainsi
qu'au bien-etre general des gens partout, y compris des Canadiens.

Dans les mois a venir, alors que nous nous preparons au Forum politique de
haut niveau, nous devons collectivement reconnaitre comment I'education
peut contribuer e I'autonomisation, e I'inclusion et a regalite pour tous, sans
laisser personne de c6te.

Le Canada voit egalement dans la tenue du Sommet de Nairobi au Kenya
une importante occasion de faire des progres ensemble dans la mise en
oeuvre du Programme d'action de la CIPD et du Programme 2030.

Monsieur le President, vous pouvez compter sur le plein appui du Canada
tout au long de ce processus.

Merci, thank you.


