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We want to take the opportunity provided by the fifty-first session of the Commission on Population

and Development, "Sustainable cities, human mobility and international migration," to reflect on the

important role of population research in making policies and programmes responsive to people's

basic needs through evidence and analysis of demographic trends.

The International Union for the Scientific Study of Population (lUSSP), the preeminent professional

association of population scientists from around the world, has long been a partner of the United

Nations in bringingtimely demographic data and methods to bear on policy-relevant population

issues. Our association of more than 1,939 members from 125 countries represents the views of the

International scientific community of population specialists. We facilitate scientific work on

population change and sustainable development and support the transfer of innovations and best

practices across the globe in demographic research and methodologies. In the domain of

international migration, mobility and sustainable cities, the lUSSP is launching new initiatives

including a high-level taskforce on international migration, as well as a concerted research initiative

which aims to strengthen the evidence base on why and how family planning matters in the rapidly

developing urban centres of Africaand Asia.

The lUSSP has consultative status with ECOSOC and maintains long-standing relations with the

Population Division,due to our common interests. Similarly,the Population Division has special

status with the lUSSP with the Director serving as ex-officio member of the lUSSP International

Population Conference—a global forum on population issues for researchers and policy makers. In

our individual and collective capacity lUSSP members rely heavily on the data and publications

generated by the Population Division,and commend the UN for the high quality and timeliness of its

work.

Since the end of WWII, the Population Division has transformed and analysed data provided by

member states and disseminated internationally comparable information to facilitate evidence-

based government policies with scientific integrity and impartiality. With expertise in the application

of those data to important issues, the core focus of the Population Division is substantive and not

just statistical. Their substantive research has inestimable value to the design and implementation

of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. In this regard, the importance of Population



Division activities to the United Nations, its member states and the global community of population

scientists cannot be underestimated. This is made possible by the breadth of its technical expertise,

production of authoritative population data, capable support provided to the Commission on

Population and Development, and the integrated nature of its expertise covering the three

dimensions of sustainable development and supporting evidence-based dialogues among

governments through both data production and policy analysis. We commend the continued

support of the Secretariat to the important work of the division.


