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Mr. Chair, 

Members of the Commission, 

Distinguished Delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
All protocols duly and respectfully observed; 

It is indeed an honour and great appreciation to deliver a statement on behalf of 
The Gambian delegation to share with the distinguished delegates the 
experience and best practices of The Gambia on the implementation of the 
Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and 
Development (ICPD) with focus on sustainable cities, human mobility and 
international migration. 

The world today is witnessing a serious migration crisis that is caused mainly 
by years of political instability and poor economic performances. This 
conference, therefore, could not have come at a better time than now. 

Mr. Chair, 

The high rate of migration in The Gambia, both internal and international, has 
affected the structure and pattern of settlements. A large majority of internal 
migrants settle in urban agglomerations, where there is a high concentration of 
employment opportunities and social amenities, which act as pull factors.  

Over the past four decades, the urban population in The Gambia has shown an 
increasing trend and currently more than half of the population (57.8 per cent) 
lives in urban areas. This is above the continental average of 42 % by a large 
margin.  

The concentration of a largely youthful population of The Gambia in the urban 
areas, has resulted in rising unemployment and urban poverty. The worst 
incidence of urban poverty can be seen in the Greater Banjul Area, where the 
bulk of the country’s population is concentrated. 

According to the recently launched National Development Plan (2018 – 2021), 
the country’s urbanization is perceived at risk as “rapid, uncontrolled and 
unplanned urban expansion has resulted to settlements in erosion and flood 
prone areas with no urbanization policy and strategy in place”. 
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Mr. Chair 

As migration is one of the defining phenomena of our time: socially, 
economically, culturally, it is of paramount importance for the commission to 
view migration as a complex domain that needs the involvement of all and 
sundry. 

Internal migration is a major contributing factor to urban population growth 
and the major receivers of internal migrants in The Gambia are Kanifing and 
Brikama local government areas.  

This is mainly due to the emergence of housing estates with better 
communication infrastructure and other social services. 

Mr. Chair, 

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, global migration was predominantly 
unregulated. Up to today, migration in many countries is still unregulated at all 
levels. Over the past decades, the Gambia has been hit with an avalanche of 
international migration, thus posing a serious challenge to our drive towards 
sustainable economic development. This shift has been precipitated by 
economic and demographic factors. The continued endemic low productivity of 
the agricultural sector in The Gambia which is a resultant effect of low and 
erratic rainfall, high cost of farming inputs, and most importantly high turn-
over of school leavers has resulted to high unemployment among the youth. 
Faced with such a situation, Gambians, mostly youths are forced to migrate, 
mainly to Europe through the Central Mediterranean route from North Africa, 
in search of greener pasture.  

The number of Gambians using this route has steadily increased over the years. 
In 2016, arrivals were 41 per cent higher, compared to 2015.  

Mr. Chair, 

The summit of Heads of State and Governments in Africa, adopted the 
migration policy framework for Africa (MPFA) in Banjul in 2006.  

Accordingly The Gambia has recently formulated its first ever National 
Migration Policy, which provides a framework for managing migration issues 
in the Gambia. It is indeed imperative that The Gambia government has made 
it a priority to develop strategies to enhance the positive impact of migration 
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towards the achievement of the SDGs and positively contribute to national 
development. In addition, the Government has also integrated host of 
migration issues in its recently released NDP, 2018 – 2021. 

To further address the migration situation in the Gambia, the Government 
continues to create an enabling environment by creating opportunities for 
Gambian youth to be involved in the various worthy initiatives including 
agricultural production, food security, Technical and Vocational Education and 
Training among others. It is hoped that with such initiatives, rural income 
levels would increase and this would significantly reduce poverty levels. You 
will agree with me that these initiatives would require massive investments for 
which we count on the support of the donor community and partners. 
Commendation goes to UNFPA, PPD, the EU, the Government of Germany, 
World Bank, UNDP among others, for providing some support towards The 
Gambia’s youth development.   

Mr. Chair 

The government of the Gambia strongly believes that everybody including 
migrants have a right to access reproductive health and services including 
HIV/AIDS and education.  

The Government therefore continues to demonstrate high political will by 
providing free maternal care to all women and children in the country. We are 
confident that with improved and accessible reproductive health services, this 
would drastically improve their reproductive health. 

The government of The Gambia also believes that migration could be a 
powerful force for development, in both the countries of origin and receiving 
ends, provided that it is accompanied by appropriate policies. Thus, it is 
important to recognize the need to build migration issues into countries’ 
development plans and poverty reduction strategy on the solemn pledge of 
leaving no one behind. 

I thank you all for your kind attention. 

 


