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Dear Mrs Chair, Excellencies, I have the honour to speak on behalf of the 
EU and its Member States. 

The Candidate Countries Turkey, the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia: Serbia * and Albania *, the country of the Stabilisation and 
Association Process and potential candidate Bosnia and Herzegovina, as 
well as the Republic of Moldova and Georgia, align themselves with this 
statement. 

• Since its adoption in 1994, the Programme of Action of the International 
Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) has had an enormous 
impact by placing human rights at the heart of development. Ensuring the 
respect, protection and fulfillment of universal human rights for all, 
including for women and girls, gender equality and women's and girls' 
empowerment, and ending discrimination in all its forms, is an absolute 
necessity for the achievement of sustainable development and poverty 
eradication. 

• We welcome the theme of this session "Changing population age structures 
and sustainable development". Close analysis of demographic structures 
and trends are essential to put in place effective policies to support the 
implementation of the ambitious objectives of the 2030 agenda, to make 
sure that no one is left behind and to reduce inequalities at any age of the 
life cycle. 

• Changing population structures have impacts on all goals and targets of the 
2030 Agenda, from poverty and income distribution to employment and 
social protection, universal access to food, education, health, and other 

• The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 



basic services. We are all committed to the successful implementation of 
the Agenda 2030 and to its universal and interconnected goals. They can 
only be achieved if we invest in realizing the human rights and dignity and 
rights of present and future generations. 

• We regret to see that only very few recommendations from the Secretary 
General's report E/CN.9/2017/3 found their way into the zero draft. 
Investments in sexual and reproductive health care services, including 
family planning, evidenced-based comprehensive sexuality education, and 
putting in place laws and policies on violence and discrimination are crucial 
elements for the realization of human rights for everyone and for 
governments to capitalize on the demographic dividend and to achieve the 
goals as set out in Agenda 2030. 

• In our promise to leave no one behind, it is essential to eliminate 
discriminatory laws, policies, and practices that drive persistent inequalities 
and have a discriminatory impact on marginalized groups, women and 
youth, especially girls, without distinction of any kind, and to enforce 
equitable legislation, policies and action based on human rights for all. 

• The EU and its Member States reaffirm their commitment to fully and 
effectively implement the ICPD programme of action, the Beijing Platform 
for Action and the outcome of their review conferences and sexual and 
reproductive health and rights in this context. 

• We have the largest generation of youth in history. We believe that 
investing in young people is a human right commitment and contributes to 
a better future for next generations. Children, adolescents and youth 
already make 50% of the population in many developing countries and 
represent 1/3 of the global population, with 2.4 billion children to be born 
by 2030. Youth is among the main economic assets for a country or a region 
but it can be a challenge to ensure they reach their full potential. Evidence 
confirms the trend that the population will continue to grow in least 
developed countries. Therefore, in order to harness this demographic 
dividend, a particular attention must be devoted to realizing the human 
rights of children, adolescents and youth, without distinction of any kind, 
including based on sexual orientation and gender identity, and ensure an 



enabling environment for them to realize their full potentials in the various 
phases of this life cycle: adequate nutrition and health services, including 
sexual and reproductive health care services, information and counselling 
on modern contraception and HIV prevention, quality education, including 
comprehensive sexuality education and protection from all forms of 
violence and harmful practices, birth registration and decent work, Young 
people need to be meaningfully engaged in policy making on matters that 
affect them. 

• Accessibility to basic social services remains critical particularly in rural 
areas. Lack of investment in adequate health facilities such as affordable 
sexual and reproductive health care services of good quality and child-care, 
jeopardize the minimum level of livelihood particularly for girls and women, 
where pregnancy related complications are a leading cause of death. 
Discriminatory policies, norms or stigma that hinder seeking such services, 
must also be addressed. 

• We cannot stress enough the importance of gender equality and 
empowerment of women and girls throughout their life cycle by offering to 
girls and women the same opportunities as boys and men: for instance 
through schooling with adequate and separate sanitation facilities, equal 
rights to complete and decide on matters related to their education, 
marriage, the right to decide about number and spacing) of children, their 
sexuality, and gender identity, right to benefit of long life learning, decent 
work, equal wages and profession as men, financial services and property 
rights. We also recognize the contribution of gender equality to the 
demographic dividend. 

• Population growth is expected to come from the poorest countries. In 
those countries, capturing demographic dividends can contribute to social 
and economic development, but the challenge is to ensure that this 
development is inclusive and contributes to the eradication of poverty and 
inequalities. 

• What is more, when countries move to the later stages of economic 
development, they will also start a transition to an older population. Since 
lifetime inequalities and poverty are likely to increase with age, 
government policies that ensure that no-one is left behind in line with the 



provisions of the 2030 Agenda are required to fully seize the benefits 
associated with current population dynamics. 

• With the increase of the working age population, the younger generations 
constitute the driver to shape policies in response to social, economic and 
environmental challenges: adequate policies for a better inclusion and 
participation would catalyze the potential of young people into greater 
benefits and wellbeing for all. There is a need to ensure that young people 
are given the opportunity to realize fully their human rights and potential 
and be fully integrated into higher education and the labor market. 
Children and adolescents, in particular the girl-child, need particular 
protection, their needs and aspirations should be fulfilled to prevent 
unacceptable rights violations, discrimination and exploitation. 

• In Europe and in other developed parts of the world the slowdown of 
population growth is resulting in ageing populations and might lead to 
shrinking working age population. This impacts the potential for economic 
development, as well as the size and structure of demand for public 
benefits and services. 

• The European Union is facing unprecedented demographic changes: an 
ageing population, low birth rates, changing household compositions and 
migration. This situation calls for adaptation measures and inter
generational solidarity in order to ensure the welfare of all and an equitable 
distribution of resources today and in the long run. 

• To manage this demographic change the EU takes measures to make the 
labour market more flexible, raising productivity and economic 
performance through investments in education and research, recognizing 
the challenges but also the positive outcomes of migration, mobilizing a 
larger share of the working age population into the work force, including 
increasing women's participation on the labor market and integrating 
migrants in sustainably managed migration schemes. 

• Ensuring longer lives of better quality implies to better reconcile the work
life balance and to have in place sustainable infrastructure, public finances 
able to guarantee adequate pensions, health care services, child care and 
long-term care. Without adequate social protection for long-term care 



needs in an ageing society, minimum income policies, and universal access, 
to health, modern contraception and family planning, people living in 
poverty - in particular single parents; mothers, traditionally responsible of 
intergenerational support; and elderly persons, particularly older women -
are at risk of becoming even more trapped in poverty and social exclusion. 

• Along with the young population structure the life expectancy is 
increasingly improving, in developing countries resulting in an ageing 
population there as well. The labour market and health systems will need 
to be adapted to meet the needs both of new job seekers and of an 
increasingly ageing population. We must support governments to review 
their policies in order to reduce inequalities within and among countries, 
within and among generations. 

• We trust that the regular collection, analysis and use of qualitative and 
quantitative, population data disaggregated at least by sex and age, at the 
local, national and international level, is essential to respond to whole 
population's needs through effective policies for a sustainable development 
to current and future generations. The impact of demography on 
development is undeniable. The preparatory work of this session has 
provided new evidence and analysis regarding the drivers and 
consequences of the changing age structure of the population. Policies 
have to adapt to these changes, and to varying opportunities and 
challenges, in a number of key sectors to meet the population's basic needs 
and well-being. 

• The EU and its Member States stand ready to contribute constructively to 
this session, re-emphasizing our support to the continuing centrality of the 
ICPD Program of Action and its review outcomes and the need for its 
objectives contributing to the achievement of the 2030 agenda. 


