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Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies amhtBzmen,

On behalf of the Republic of Poland | am honore@ddress the 47session of the Commission on
Population and Development, devoted to the “Assessrof the status of implementation of the
Programme of Action of the International ConferenoePopulation and Development”. This session
is an important opportunity to celebrate the twethtianniversary of the International Conference on
Population and Development.

At the beginning, let me congratulate you, Mr. i@han, on your election as President of th8 47
Session of the Commission on Population and Dewedmt, and other members of the Bureau on
their election.

Mr Chairman,

The ICPD Programme of Action constitutes a platfdonthe present and future activity for the
Polish Government.

Poland is a European country with a substantial cdgaphic potential with the total population
amounting to 38.5 min. Over the last 20 years,coumntry has faced serious demographic problems,
such as a low number of births, relatively high tality rates compared with Western European
countries and shorter life expectancy than the ameerin the European Union. According to the
forecasts of the Central Statistical Office, in @Be size of the population of Poland will have
decreased by 1.3 million persons. Therefore, furtiegative changes in the age structure of the
population and shortages on the labour marketal®etexpected. The forecast also points out the
problem of stability of the social security systewhich is further aggravated by mass economic
migration of young Polish citizens undertaking émeployment abroad, mainly in the EU countries. In
2013 the number of Poles abroad stood at 2.1 milkbich constitutes approx. 6% of the country’s
population, with the majority of them being in tim@bile age (18-44 years).

The consequences of such significant populatioflasutin a short time are very complex
and will most probably be noticeable in years tmeo

For these reasons, on July 31 2012 the Council wiiskérs of the Republic of Poland
adopted a strategic document entitlddigration Policy of Poland — the Current State of
Play and Further Action$ The main objective of the document is to adjlst Mmigration
policy priorities to the labour market needs, imlarto ensure the competitiveness of the
Polish economy.

To improve the situation, is crucial to increasdility rate of the population in Poland, including
through the reduction of costs of bringing up dl@ild ensuring better conditions for reconciling
professional and family functions. It is also nezgg to make a maximum use of available labour
resources through pension reforms, additional areago facilitate combining studies and work and
making use of the potential of people at retirensge. Population policy requires long-term actions
by the state, which enjoy wide public support, andnterdisciplinary approach.

This postulate was also approved by the Commitfened Council of Ministers. The Government
Population Council with the Central Statistical iGéf have organised thé"Demographic Congress
“Poland in Europe — Demographic Future”, held in 2012 under the honorary patronage of Mr.
Bronistaw Komorowski, the President of the Repubfi®oland.

The Polish Government, with the active role of Gevernment Population Council, has prepared
strategic documents to address these challeng@1th the Expert Group prepared the assumptions
of the action programme in the area of populatioticp Foundations of the Polish Population



Policy, which was subject to debate and assessment b@dliernment Population Council, and by
the 2° Demographic Congress, 2012.

Distinguished Delegates,

The issues of equality between women and mengeamgbwerment of women are important
elements of the ICPD Programme of Action. In Polarttie equal status of women and men is
guaranteed in the Constitution. The promotion arategtion of human rights, especially women’s
rights in Poland is the priority for the Governmd¥enipotentiary for Equal Treatment and non-
governmental organizations. Poland’s accessiohdd=uropean Union on May 1, 2004, has resulted
in changes in the Polish law. The Labour Code ammemds, in force sincd January 2004,
harmonized labour law with the European Union Oixes. Non-discriminatory legislation in Poland
has been supplemented in the last decade with Iegiglative framework and international
commitments.

Poland, like many other countries in the worlds been dedicated to combating violence.
Promoting equality and empowering women to be iedépnt and free in their choices should be the
core of each national policy on combating violeri®ech approach was the foundation of the Istanbul
Convention of Council of Europe, which Poland higaad on 18 of December 2012, after a heated
debate.

Many initiatives and legislative decisions impottéor combating violence have been taken in Poland
recently. In 2010 we amended the law on combatemmilf violence which prohibits corporal
punishment and another one, which obliges thegberor, not the victim of violence, to move out
from the house. Our latest achievement is the amentl of Penal Code and the change of the
procedure of persecuting rape perpetrators intoféeio (till now everything has depended on the
motion filed by the victim) as well as introducingw, safer interrogation procedures for rape vistim
In December 2013 government adopteéational Action Plan on Equal Treatment 2013-201&
which counteracting gender based violence is aengis$ part.

In recent years we have also been working interselgmpowering and supporting independence of
women. We have changed the provisions of Labor Ciedmily Code, and electoral ordinance. Since
2010 we have had quotas on voting lists and in gooligcal parties the number of women mandates
has doubled. In the last 5 years Poland has ss&orgg development of the women’s movement. One
of the biggest initiatives is th€ongress of Womenwhich every year gathers thousands of Polish
most dynamic, active and successful women leadgnesenting all the political parties and various
social and economic circles. The Congress andhdaslow cabinet monitors the government’s activity
and meets quarterly with the Polish Prime Minigterdiscuss significant issues, not limited to the
“women’s issues”. The Polish government officiafigrticipates in national and international anti-
violence initiatives, such d46 days against violence against womeat “ Say NO— UNITE to End
Violence against Womeénor “One billion rising”.

Mr Chairman,

All Polish citizens, regardless of their socialemonomic situation, have the right to the health
protection and have equal access to health carieesifinanced with the public funds. The range and
terms of providing health care services financedhsy public funds, as well as the tasks for public
authorities to ensure an equal access to theseaeare defined by law.

A special State protection is ensured to womeménperiod of pregnancy, childbirth and postpartum.
The protection is provided both in the nationalidégion as well as in the international agreements



ratified by Poland. The article 68 (3) of the Cdntibn of Poland states that “Public authoritibslé
ensure special health care to children, pregnamemo disabled people and persons of advanced age”.

The reproductive health is an important part ofStete health policyCentral government authorities
as well as local government authorities provideeits with a free access to methods and means of
conscious procreation. Currently, in Poland theeemaodern contraceptives registered and accessible
medical and medicinal products as well as drugsl asring pregnancy and necessary for the fetus
care or medical care over woman during pregnanoy, @so used for the purpose of conscious
procreation. In the last two decades, the rangeaandability of modern contraceptive methods have
increased.

It is important to underline, that in our understimg any reference made to the sexual and
reproductive health and rights does not constifuteencouragement to the promotion of abortion on
request. According to Polish law abortion on regiseglegal.

A particularly important programme in the field refproductive health, iProgramme — Infertility
Treatment by In Vitro Fertilization for the perioaf 2013-2016"it is aimed at ensuring couples with
an identified male or female infertility an equalcass to the in vitro fertilization, when all other
methods of treatment remained result less or wkiggr onethods of treatment do not exist.

It is also worth mentioning that the school teaghomogrammes include a subject calleducation
for family life. Its learning content guarantees pluralism of impis.

The attention given to the reproductive health addcation is also reflected in data on pregnancy
among minors. The number of births, when a mothas W9 years old or younger decreases
systematically. In 2012 there were 15.791 suclhginvhile in 2002 — 24.449.

When talking about reproductive health and develmnthe question of prevention of sexually
transmited diseases, especially HIV/AIDS, cannobv\erlooked. The Polish policy on HIV and AIDS
is consistent with the recommendations and commmitsneontained in the ICPD Programme of
Action. The Polish government expresses its comemtnto achieve zero new HIV infections, zero
discrimination and zero AIDS-related deaths - thgow that is in line with the United Nations Joint
Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) 2011-2015 Stratedyetting to zero”. The key document is the,
Regulation of the Council of Ministers of the 1sthFebruary 2011, entitledThe National Program

for Preventing HIV Infections and Combating AID'S The National AIDS Centre of the Ministry of
Health coordinates all the activities defined ia tational Programme, that has been designeddor th
years 2012-2016.

The universal access to the antiretroviral (ARVgatment, including for people at risk of
marginalization, also prisoners, should be highégdhas one of the major Polish achievements. Such
treatment is free of charge for all people who nmeedical criteria.

Epidemiological studies clearly indicate the sysitdmimprovement of the health status in Poland.
There is a visible upward trend in the life expacta downward trend in overall mortality, as wedl a
visible decline in infant mortality rates.

The maternal mortality rate together with the patah mortality rate as the principal indicators of
society’s cultural and civilizational developmegtnstitute crucial indicators of society’s state of
health also in Poland. A positive trend that netedbe stressed, is a constant decrease in mortality
among children between 1-14 years old. It is ac@origal by the trend of decreasing infant mortality.

Nonetheless, Poland’s activities in the area ofatlis care are still fundamentally aimed at stigadi
reducing maternal, newborn and infant mortalitesatt is mainly achieved through creating a three-
stage perinatal care system that perform functi@tated to managing network of collaborating



facilities, treating patients, providing consultais, ensuring the information flow, maintaining and
coordinating transport of mothers and newborns,eghatating.

The National Health Program (NHP) 2007-2015ocuses on the establishment of principal health
policy directions in the country and creates oppaties for more effective implementation of the
tasks related to the health of society. The funddatestep in achieving the NHP main goals is the
active participation of governmental administratlmrdies, NGOs, and above all, local governments,
local communities and the citizens themselves. piogram refers, inter alia, to the World Health
Declaration “Health 21 - Health for all in the*2@entury" and the European Union programs in the
field of public health.

The Minister of Health has undertaken a numberatibas and implements numerous programmes
aimed at raising public awareness of diseasedlakate and their risk factors.

Distinguished Delegates,

In order to improve the conditions for families |h@arents achieve a better work-life balance and
increase low fertility rate, the Polish governmbkas adopted a series of measures since 2006, among
them a one-time child birth grant. In June 2013itemtthl measures to support families came into
force including: the extension of thedditional maternity leaveup to 6 weeks; the extension of
paternity leaveup to 2 weeks for father; the introduction of ppatental leaveup to 26 weeks after
using basic maternity leave and additional matgtdeiave. The parental leave could be used by both
parents in the same time.

According to the Polish Labour Code, a person epgalpfor at least 6 months, is entitled to up to 36
months ofchildcare leavan order to provide personal care to a child urklgears old. If a child is
disabled — employee is entitled to additional pkrad childcare leave up to 36 months for a child
under 18 birthday. Childcare leave is generally unpaid, thiet low-income families are entitled to a
flat monthly payment.

Since January 2014 young adults may qualify foregoment subsidy when buying their first home
under in theé'Housing for the Young” Program. Families with three or more children maglify for
additional government support not only to pay loetallments, but also to earlier repay their loan.

Mr Chairman, Distinguished Delegates,

Poland has been implementing the policy “Statecggoal policy” of sustainable development since
social and economic transformations. The role iof&le policy is the Polish contribution to effoafs

the international community for the protection dblgal climate through implementing sustainable
development principles, and treating the issuelioiate changes, energy, sustainable development
and economies gradually shifting towards low-emissas one common problem.

Poland attaches great significance to environmeprtalection activities both at the national and
international level through the implementation dfmate policy at the European level and on the
global forum. Poland hosted the™&onference of the Parties to the United Natiorsnfework
Convention on Climate Change which took place feréo the 4' session of the Conference of the
Parties to the Kyoto Protocol to Pozanan December 2008.The Conference considerably ibated

to achieving global agreement on climate protectictivities after 2012.

The second United Nations Climate Change Conferéosted in Poland, was COP 19 (The 19th
Conference of the Parties to the United Nationsmesaork Convention on Climate Change, along
with the 9th Session of the Meeting of the Partiethe Kyoto Protocol) that took place in Warsaw,
November 2013, and was Europe’s biggest politicahrsit organised in Poland and in this part of



Europe. The Polish Presidency achieved a signifigarogress in negotiations during both
Conferences and for the future agreement to efffilgiecontribute to fight climate change.

Thank you for your attention



