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Workshop on strengthening the collection and use of  

international migration data for development 

Countries of Northern and Western Africa 
(Dakar, Senegal: 8-11 September 2015) 

 

Guidelines for pre-workshop assignment 

 

This assignment is part of the overall workshop programme. It aims to prepare 

participants for the workshop, and will serve as a basis for their reporting on their 

country’s experience with compiling international migration data from national sources.   

 

Please note that it is essential that participants familiarize themselves with the necessary 

national sources of data and consult with the authorities responsible for collecting 

relevant information on migrant flows and stocks. 

 

The assignment has three parts:  

 

(1) Completing the table and questions on sources and availability of international 

migration data.  

(2) Preparation of a note on the collection and compilation of international 

migration statistics, according to the outline provided below. Please do not 

exceed 5 pages. 

(3) Filling out the United Nations Demographic Yearbook questionnaires 

(attached): 

a. Questionnaire on population censuses, general characteristics (Country-

Name_PC_2015_E.xls) – please fill in tables on stock of international 

migrants (Tables 17-23) 

b. Questionnaire on International Travel and Migration Statistics (Country-

Name_MF_2015_E.xls) – please fill in all tables 

 

The assignment is to be completed and submitted to migrationp@un.org by 31 August 

2015 (Monday).   

 

mailto:migrationp@un.org
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(1) Sources and availability of international migration data 

Indicate for each of the statistical information in the attached table, the information listed below: 

 

- Institution collecting the data (e.g., Ministry of Labour, Ministry of Interior, etc). 

- Data sources that collect such data: (a) Residence permits/visas, (b) working permits/visas, (c) population registers, (d) registers of 

foreigners, (e) border crossing collection, (f) population census, (g) sample surveys, (h) consulates, (i) other (specify). 

- Whether  data are available (publication or online)   

 
 Institution collecting data Data sources 

1
 Latest publication or provide the website 

1. International migration inflows (foreign 

citizens) 

   

- Labour migrants    

- Students    

- Settlers (persons admitted for  long-

term or permanent settlement) 

   

- Asylum /refugees    

2. International migration outflows 

(citizens) 

   

- Labour migrants    

- Students     

- Citizens establishing long-term or 

permanent residence abroad 

   

- Citizens seeking asylum abroad     

3. International migrant stock    

- Foreign born    

- Foreign citizens    

- Students    

- Migrant workers    

- Foreign settlers in the country    

                                                 
1
 Please report one of the following options: (a) Residence permits/visas, (b) working permits/visas, (c) population registers, (d) registers of foreigners, (e) border 

crossing collection, (f) population census, (g) sample surveys, (h) consulates, (i) other (specify). 
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- Refugees     

4. Citizens living abroad    

 

 

Considering the information you provided in the above table, please answer a few additional questions on data sources: 

 

 

1. Population census  

 What are the main international migration topics covered in the census?  Please send us the questionnaire of your latest population 

census. 

 Is there any census publication on the international migration data? If yes please provide a copy. What is your experience in 

collecting international migration statistics through population censuses?  

 Is there any plan of modifying the international migration part of the population census questionnaire for the next round of 

population censuses? If yes, what are the changes that are being proposed? 

 

2. Has your country obtained information on international migrants from a sample survey, either from a stand-alone survey on 

migration or from specialized questions or module in a standardized survey (e.g. Migration and Remittances Survey, Labour Force 

Survey, Demographic and Health Survey, Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey)? When was the latest such survey conducted?  Please 

send a copy of the questionnaire and the survey report. 
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(2) Outline and content of the note – organisation mechanism 

 

The questions below serve as guidelines for the preparation of requested note on the 

international migration statistics in your country.  

 

(a)  National Statistical Office  

 

 Is there a migration statistics unit or migration focal point in the national 

statistical office? What activities do the unit/focal point undertake?  What are 

the contact details of the focal point? 

 How are international migration data from administrative sources obtained and 

compiled? In what format (e.g., database, regular publication such as a 

statistical compendium, report, online etc., unpublished/print outs)? Describe 

the process for each of the categories listed in Table 1. Is the information 

compiled available in the public domain?  

 What is (are) the most recent publication (s) or data online on international 

migration statistics produced by the institutions?  Please provide a copy of at 

least one of these publications and/or provide the website with the online data. 

Who are the main users?  How often is the publication available? 

If no publication has been recently produced, are there plans to produce a 

migration statistics publication? 

 

(b) Other institutions involved with data collection 

 

 What are the main institutions involved in collecting/compiling international 

migration data in your country? Is it a ministry, a department of a ministry, a 

branch, section or unit within a ministry? (Please specify).  

 For each institution, please specify what aspects are they responsible for (e.g., 

administrative recording/monitoring of entries/exits, processing of immigration 

requests, processing of administrative records for statistical purposes, data 

collection, data compilation, etc.). 

 In what form is the information made available to potential users (e.g., database, 

regular publication such as statistical compendium, report, online etc., 

unpublished/print outs)? Are all the information disseminated to the public? 

 What is (are) the most recent publication(s) or data online on international 

migration statistics produced by the institutions?  Please provide a copy of at 

least one of these publications and/or provide the website with the online data. 

 

(c) Collaboration among institutions 

 

 Is there any collaboration among the institutions identified in I(b) and the 

national statistical office? 

 If yes, what kind of collaboration (Is the collaboration formal – administratively 

regulated – or informal? What are the respective roles of each of the partners?) 

What kind of activities does the collaboration entail (e.g., meetings – how 

regular, sharing of data, etc.)?  
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(d) International exchange of data  

 

  Is there any exchange of data between your office with another country to 

obtain international migration statistics? 

 

(e)  Uses of migration data 

 What are the main policy uses of international migration data in your country? 

Which institutions are requesting these data? 

 What are the main data items requested by users? Which of the requests are 

easily available? What data requests are not available? What are the constraints 

to providing these data? 
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(3) Completing the United Nations Demographic Yearbook questionnaires (see attachment) 

  

 United Nations Statistics Division sends the attached standard questionnaires regularly to 

the national statistics office of a country. A comprehensive migration statistics system should be 

able to produce the data required by these questionnaires. Please try to fill out the tables with the 

available data as much as possible. Experiences with regard to completing the questionnaires will 

be discussed at the workshop. 

 

a. Questionnaire on population censuses, general characteristics (Country-

Name_PC_2015_E.xls) – please fill in tables on stock of international migrants (Tables 

17-23) 

b. Questionnaire on International Travel and Migration Statistics (Country-

Name_MF_2015_E.xls) – please fill in all tables 

 

(4) Emigration data collected from population censuses 

 

a. Please compile data on number of emigrants by sex, age (5-year group), country of 

destination (for 5 countries with the largest number of emigrants from your country) 

and duration of absence from the country. You may wish to use the data from the 

most recent population census or from the previous census if data for the most 

recent census have not been compiled.  

b. Please provide 5 countries that have the most emigrants from your country 

 

 

 

 


