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Informal interactive panel discussion on “Understanding Large Movements of 

Refugees and Migrants” 

New York City, 25 April 2016 (10am-1pm), UN Secretariat Conference Room 7 

Ms. Lakshmi Puri, UN Assistant Secretary-General and 

Deputy Executive Director, UN Women (GMG Chair 2016) 

 

Excellencies,  

Distinguished delegates,  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

UN Women is pleased to welcome you on behalf of the Global Migration 

Group, or GMG, as the Chair in 2016, to this interactive panel discussion on 

“Understanding Large Movements of Refugees and Migrants”. 

I would like to thank H.E. Karel van Oosterom, Permanent Representative of 

the Kingdom of the Netherlands and H.E. Virachai Plasai, Permanent 

Representative of the Kingdom of Thailand, for co-chairing this panel 

discussion. I would also like to thank the Department of Economic and Social 

Affairs (DESA), the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees (UNHCR) and the International Organization for Migration (IOM) for 

co-organizing this important event. 

Before introducing this series of GMG events, I would like to highlight few key 

points from UN Women’s perspective. 

Women make up approximately half of the 244 million international migrants 

worldwide. UN Women’s work, for example our recent assessment of the 
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refugee and migration crisis in Serbia and Macedonia, shows that women 

experience migration differently than men. From recruitment to remittances, 

across components of risk and vulnerability, gender factors are at play at all 

stages of migration. 

Despite this reality, policy making continues to neglect a gender perspective in 

migration policies. For example, a recently study on visas for highly skilled 

immigrants in 12 OECD countries shows that a gender perspective is mostly 

missing from migration policies in these countries. In this context, achieving 

SDG target 17.18 on disaggregated data by age, gender and migratory status 

inter alia is a prerequisite for effective migration policies. 

Gender-responsive migration and visa policies are a key step towards 

maximizing benefits and minimizing risks associated with migration of women 

and girls. In fact, the Agreed Conclusion of the Sixtieth Session of the 

Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) recognized the contribution of 

migrants - including women migrant workers - to sustainable development; the 

need to eliminate violence and discrimination against women migrant workers; 

and the importance of promoting their empowerment. 

UN Women is committed to promoting the integration of a gender perspective 

in the preparations for and during the 19 September Summit, including 

through this series of GMG events. 

This is the first of four interactive, multi-stakeholder meetings organized by the 

GMG to assist Member States in their preparations for the 19 September 

Summit on Addressing Large Movements of Refugees and Migrants. 

The event today aims at providing an overview of the magnitude, drivers and 

impact of large movements of refugees and migrants. Each of the next three 
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meetings will focus on a particular substantive area covered by the report of 

the Secretary-General which is being prepared for the Summit. 

All meetings will be informal and interactive in nature, providing ample space 

for interactive dialogue with the panellists. A short report, providing a 

summary of the deliberations and the main findings of the four meetings, will 

be made available by the GMG before the 19 September event.   

The meetings will be co-organized by several GMG Members and co-chaired by 

Member States. The expert panels will include representatives from 

international organizations, civil society and academia.  

Let me conclude by highlighting the importance of integrating a human rights-

based, gender-sensitive approach to migration in all key inter-governmental 

normative processes and fora, including the Global Forum on Migration and 

Development (GFMD), the World Humanitarian Summit and the Habitat III 

Conference. 

While our discussions today focus on the 2030 Agenda and the 19 September 

Summit, we must also have an equal focus on following up on the migration-

related provisions of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda on Financing for 

Development. 

Thank you very much.  

 


