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Thank you, Co-Facilitators. 
 
The Philippines welcomes the zero draft and views it as a good basis for 
our discussions. We also note the release of the zero draft of the proposed 
Global Compact on Responsibility Sharing for Refugees. 
 
As we have only received this, we are still awaiting specific comments from 
our capital and would like to reserve our position on both texts. 
 
Nevertheless, we are offering the following preliminary comments: 
 
1. We are pleased to see that there has been an attempt to define “large 

movements.” However, what we have in paragraph 1.2 appears to be 
more of a description or listing of elements, rather than a definition, and 
as such needs to be improved upon. As we have said in our previous 
discussions, the term “large movements” is not an internationally 
recognized term and concept and as such we need to have a common 
understanding of what it means or covers.  
 
In this regard, we have 3 questions: 

• What is the source for the proposed definition of “large 
movements” in Paragraph 1.3?  

• What is the difference between “large movements” and “large 
scale movements” which is used in other parts of the zero draft? 
And 

• Can you please give concrete and actual examples of “large 
movements of migrants” and “large movements of refugees”? 
 

2. We welcome the reference to the Migrants in Countries in Crisis (MICIC) 
initiative and Guidelines, as well as the reference to the Agenda for the 
Protection of Cross-Border Displaced Persons in the context of 
Disasters and Climate Change emanating from the Nansen Initiative. 
We think that the updated reference to the Nansen Initiative now is the 
“Platform on Disaster Displacement.”   



 
 
 
3. We also welcome reference to the 1990 Convention on the Protection of 

the Rights of All Migrant Workers and members of their Families. 
 

4. We would like to seek clarification on Paragraph 2.1 in relation to the 
statement that says “We have agreed today on xxx a process to develop 
a Global Compact for Safe, Regular and Orderly Migration.” 

 
Our question is, what is this “process?” As far as we can see in the zero 
draft, the only substantive reference to the Global Compact on Migration 
is in Paragraph 4.2, which does not specifically describe a specific 
“process,” but mere generalities on the way forward and timeline. We 
believe that this so-called process should be further set out in detail, in 
the manner of a Road Map or Action Plan.  

 
5. In terms of the format and structure, we appreciate the co-facilitators’ 

efforts to use language that is concise and as simple as possible and 
that can be understood by the public at large, outside of the halls of the 
UN. We need to caution ourselves to be careful in loose usage of terms 
that have ambiguous meanings, such as for instance, “pact of solidarity” 
and “new global consensus” in Paragraph 1.11. 

 
6. We also think that there is no need for the listing in Paragraph 2.1 We 

can instead go directly to the sub-sections as spelled out in Paragraphs 
3, 4, 5, and 6. 

 
7. In addition, there is a need to rearrange these commitments. The 

“commitments to migrants and refugees jointly” (Paragraph 5) should 
come before or after the separate commitments on migrants (Paragraph 
4) and on refugees (Paragraph 6).  

 
8. Follow up and review is integral to the achievement of the commitments 

identified. As such, the section on follow up and review needs to be 
further threshed out.  

 
The follow-up and monitoring process is conditional on what the form 
and contents of the proposed Global Compacts will be. In as far as the 
development dimension of the situation of refugees and migrants, the 



follow up to the Meeting should be integrated with the follow-up to the 
2030 Agenda. This should also be linked with the humanitarian and 
human rights dimension. 

 
These are our comments for now, Co-facilitators. 
 
Again, we thank you for listening to our inputs and incorporating them into 
the zero draft. We will come back with more detailed inputs for the next 
informals. 
 
Thank you.  
 
 
 


