
Proposals of Cuba, 26 July. 

We would like to note of all those proposals are not new, they were expressed 
and sent during the previous negotiation. 

• On IDPs: 

As a first comment, we would like to keep the coherence between the name 
of this High Level Meeting and its outcome so we are not in agreement with 
the inclusion of the IDPs. The other reason is that the IDPs has other 
juridical nature, has other legal basis. We cannot use the international 
framework for refugees neither migrants.   

Having said that we would like to DELETE the reference of IDPs in: 

1.3; 1.15 and 2.15; 

Also, We would like to delete the paragraph 1.19.  

 

• In paragraph 1.10 we would like to know where is the source which 
permits to talk about a Global Responsibility to manage large movements 
of refugees and migrants. We cannot find a Global Convention or 
Agreement on that, so we would like to DELETE the word “Global”. 

 

• In paragraph 1.11 we would like to ADD in the third line after “and 
promotion of the rule of law” the phrase “at international and national 
levels”. 

 

• In paragraph 1.13 we would like to begin the first sentence with a more 
strong messeage: We propose to rephrase the first sentence and start 
with: 

“We strongly condemns acts, manifestations and expressions of racism, 
racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance against migrants 
and the stereotypes often applied to them, including on the basis of religion 
or belief.”  

 

• Paragraph 1.14 we note that the reference of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights is not correct, so we would like to delete “Fundamental 
Freedom”   

 

• In paragraph 1.18 we would like to delete the word “welcome” and add 
“take note”. 

 



• Regarding paragraph 2.2, we would like to add the word “girls” after 
“women” so it reads “who are travelling within large movements of 
refugees and migrants, including women and girls at risk;…” 
 
 

• Regarding “Human Rights up Front initiative we would like to DELETE 
the reference to it in the paragraph 4.1.  

We see that there is not balance in this paragraph, the initiative of the 
Secretary General is in the middle of the paragraph which deals with 
different and major concepts such as rule of law, international humanitarian 
law. Having said that, we would like to DELETE the sentence “Early 
response to human rights violations and abuses is critical and we note in this 
respect the Secretary General’s “Human Rights Up Front” initiative”.  

 

• Regarding the concept responsibility-sharing and burden-sharing, we 
would like to replace it with International Cooperation in line with the 
article 35 of the Convention of 1951.  This comments is applied trough all 
text, Cuba proposes to replace responsibility-sharing and burden-sharing 
with international cooperation. This is the case of paragraph 4.5. 

In general sense, we thank you to provide us a source and or legal basis for 
the responsibility sharing and burden sharing. 

 

• In paragraph 3.2 we would like to reformulate the first sentence in this 
sense: “We COMMIT reaffirm our responsibility to protect the interests of 
and assist our migrant communities abroad, including through consular 
protection, assistance and cooperation, in accordance with relevant 
international law.” … 

The reason is that not all the protection that one State can provide to its 
nationals abroad is an obligation of the State, also is a right of the State. 
That is the case of Diplomatic Protection. We suggest you to aligned it to the 
international law. 

 

 

• ADD: “3.3 bis We will end selective and discriminatory migration policies 
which stimulate disorganized migration, cause irregular flows and serious 
difficulties for transit countries. We commit to review and adopt measures 
to strengthen the fight against trafficking networks that profit from 
irregular, insecure and disorderly migratory flows, making profit out of 
migrants, endangering their lives, integrity and dignity and confront this 
scourge respecting the legal order of each country and international law.” 

We have heard the comments made by some delegations on selective 
policies but we would like to clarify that the aim of this idea is to cover just 



those selective policies which stimulate disorganized migration, irregular 
flows we are not speaking about the selective policies that pursue a regular 
and orderly migration.   

 

• ADD 3.4 bis We also recognize that migration also lead to a “brain drain” 
which has a negative impacts on developing countries. We commit to 
develop coordinated measures to counter the negative effects of brain 
drain upon countries that are working to develop their own scientific and 
technological community and institutional capabilities 

 

• In paragraph 4.23 we would like to delete the last part, and read: 
 “Noting the high-level meeting on refugees which the United States, 
Jordan, Ethiopia, Sweden, Canada, Germany and the Secretary General 
will host on 20 September 2016.” DELETE the rest.  
 
Also we would like to see the name of those states in alphabetic position.  

 

 


