
1. Defining the challenge

1.1         Since earliest times, humanity has been on the 
move.   Some people move in search of new 
opportunities and horizons.  Others move to escape 
conflict, persecution, terrorism or poverty.  Still others 
do so in response to natural disasters, climate change 
or other environmental factors.   Many move, indeed, 
for a combination of these reasons 

1.2         We have considered today how best the 
international community should respond to the growing 
global phenomenon of large movements of refugees 
and migrants. 

1.3 Refugees and migrants are distinct categories 
of persons whose treatment is governed by separate 
legal frameworks.    They also face many common 
challenges, including in the context of large 
movements.  The definition of “large movements” 
depends primarily on the geographical context, on a 
receiving State’s capacity to respond and on the impact 
of a movement which is sudden or prolonged; it would 
not, for example, cover regular flows of migrants from 
one country to another.   “Large movements” may 
involve mixed flows of people, whether refugees or 
migrants, who move for different reasons but who may 
use similar routes. and irregular channels. 

Add "may". Delete end of the sentence ("and irregular 
channels") 

Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, 
Venezuela. 

1.4 We are witnessing in today’s world an 
unprecedented level of human mobility.  More people 
than ever before live in a country other than the one 
where they were born.  Migrants are present in all 
countries in the world.  In 2015 their number surpassed 
244 million, growing at a rate faster than the world’s 
population.   There are roughly 65 million displaced 
persons, including 25 million refugees and asylum-
seekers and 40 million internally displaced persons.  

Clarification needed: What does it mean the reference 
to growing at a faster rate? What is the reason to 
include it there?  

The numbers are not clear. Does 244 million, include 
also the 65 million of displaced persons?  

Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, 
Venezuela. 

Comments made by Argentina



1.5 In adopting a year ago the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, we recognized  the positive 
contribution of migrants for inclusive growth and 
sustainable development, and the role of migrants as 
agents of change and as enablers for development in 
countries of origin, transit and destination. The benefits 
and opportunities of safe, orderly, regular and 
responsible migration are substantial considerable and 
are often underestimated.  Our world is a better place 
for the contribution made by migrants to development.  

Move the reference to the Agenda to the beginning. 
Use the language of para. 29 of the Agenda (the 
positive contribution of migrants for inclusive growth 
and sustainable development) 
 
Replace "considerable" with "substantial"  
 
Delete "to development"  and "responsible" 
 
Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, 
Venezuela. 

1.6 Large movements of refugees and migrants 
present a range of complex challenges and are at the 
heart of our deliberations today.     Such Large 
movements of refugees and migrants have political, 
economic, social, developmental, humanitarian and 
human rights ramifications which cross all borders.  
These are global phenomena which call for global 
approaches and global solutions. No one State can 
manage such movements on its own.   Neighbouring or 
transit countries, mostly developing countries, are 
disproportionally affected also carry unfair burdens.   A 
relatively small number of countries, usually developing 
countries who are in the immediate vicinity of a conflict 
zone, have borne the brunt for too long.   Their 
capacities have been stretched to a breaking point, 
threatening their own social and economic cohesion as 
well as their development and security.  In addition, 
protracted refugee crises are now commonplace, with 
long-term repercussions for those involved and also for 
their host countries and communities.   These burdens 
responsibilities must be shared with such countries on 
an equitable basis, while taking account different 
capacities and resources among states.   

Delete first sentence. 
 
Use "disproportionally affected"  instead of "unfair 
burden" 
 
No mention to challenge; no mention to conflict zone 
when talking about migrants; problem with “borne the 
brunt”; no securitization;  
 
"In addition, protracted refugee crises are now 
commonplace, with long-term repercussions for those 
involved and also for their host countries and 
communities" to put in para. 1.7. 
 
Replace "burdens" by "responsibilities" and add ", 
while taking account different capacities and resources 
among states" at the end 
 
It should read: 
 
"Large movements of refugees and migrants have 
political, economic, social, developmental, 
humanitarian and human rights ramifications which 
cross all borders.  These are global phenomena which 
call for global approaches and global solutions. No one 
State can manage such movements on its own.   
Neighbouring or transit countries, mostly developing 
countries, are disproportionally affected. These 
responsibilities must be shared with such countries on 
an equitable basis, while taking account different 
capacities and resources among states."   
 
Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay. 



1.7 We declare our profound solidarity with, and 
support for, the millions of people in different parts of 
the world who, for reasons beyond their control, are 
forced to uproot themselves and their families from 
their homes and to seek refuge and safety elsewhere.   
In addition, protracted refugee crises are now 
commonplace, with long-term repercussions for those 
involved and also for their host countries and 
communities. 

To add para. from 1.6 
 
Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, 
Venezuela. 

1.8 Refugees and migrants in large movements 
often face a desperate ordeal.   Many take great risks to 
reach safety, embarking on perilous journeys – 
frequently by sea – which they may not survive.   Many 
fall prey to criminal groups due to restrictive migration 
policies. Even if they reach their destination, they face 
an uncertain reception and a precarious future. 

Delete “frequently by sea”  
 
Add “due to restrictive migration policies.”  
 
Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, 
Venezuela. 

1.9 The challenge to world leaders is moral and 
humanitarian.   We are determined, first and 
foremost, to save lives.   We will combat with all 
the means at our disposal the abuses and 
exploitation suffered by countless refugees and 
migrants in vulnerable situations.      We 
acknowledge a shared global responsibility to 
manage large movements of refugees and migrants 
in a humane, sensitive and compassionate manner.  
A particular onus and burden  Particular 
responsibilities fall on countries of origin or 
nationality, transit, and destination and return; 
cooperation between all such countries has never 
been more important. Those involved in large 
movements must have the comprehensive policy 
support, practical assistance and legal protection 
which they need and to which they are entitled 
under international law; their human rights and 
fundamental freedoms must be fully respected; 
and they must be able to live their lives in safety 
and in dignity.   We pledge this support to those 
affected today as well as to those who will be part 
of future large movements. 

Replace "A particular onus and burden" by "Particular 
responsibilities".  
 
Add "and return" 
 
 
Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay. 



1.10         All human beings are born free and equal in 
dignity and rights. Everyone has the right to 
recognition everywhere as a person before the law.  
International law prohibits discrimination of any kind on 
the basis of race, sex, language, religion, political or 
other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth 
or other status.   History has taught us, regrettably, 
many lessons about the destructive legacies of hatred.  
With grave concern we are witnessing in many parts of 
the world increasing xenophobic and racist responses 
to refugee and migrants. Yet in many parts of the world 
we are witnessing increasingly xenophobic and racist 
responses to refugees and migrants. 

Add: "Everyone has the right to recognition 
everywhere as a person before the law."  (From article 
of universal declaration of HHRR.)  
 
Replace last sentence by: "with grave concern we are 
witnessing in many parts of the world increasing 
xenophobic and racist responses to refugee and 
migrants."  
 
Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, 
Venezuela. 

1.11      We strongly condemn such responses.   
Diversity enriches and strengthens every society.   
Demonising refugees or migrants offends profoundly 
against the values of dignity and equality for every 
human being to which we have committed ourselves.    
Gathered today at the United Nations, the birthplace 
and custodian of these universal values, we declare all 
manifestations of xenophobia, racial discrimination and 
intolerance directed at refugees or migrants to be 
utterly unacceptable.   We will take a range of steps to 
counter such attitudes and behaviour, in particular hate 
speech and racial violence.    We support, and will help 
to implement, the Secretary General’s proposal for a 
UN-led global campaign to counter xenophobia, with 
Member State, private sector and civil society 
engagement. This campaign will emphasize direct 
personal contact between host communities and 
refugees and migrants and will highlight the positive 
contributions made by the latter as well as our common 
humanity.  

Express SUPPORT to retain “positive” contributions 
made by (…) 
 
Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, 
Venezuela. 

1.12       We reaffirm the principles and values of the 
United Nations Charter.   We reaffirm also the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and the nine core 
international human rights treaties.   We reaffirm, and 
will fully protect, the human rights of all those who 
leave their countries, regardless of status.   We 
recognize that all refugees and migrants, regardless of 
status, are rights holders.   Our response is grounded in 
full respect for international human rights law and, as 
applicable, international refugee law and international 
humanitarian law.      

Go back to draft zero, including "nine" 
 
Strong preference to move it up in the text, between 
para. 1.4 and para .1.5  
 
Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Mexico, 
Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela. 



1.13       In the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, we pledged that “no one will be left 
behind”.  We declared that we wished to see the new 
goals and targets met for all nations and peoples and 
for all segments of society.  We said also that we will 
endeavour to reach the furthest behind first.   And we 
reaffirm our made a number of commitments which 
relate to the specific needs of migrants or refugees.    
The Agenda makes clear, inter alia, that we will 
“facilitate orderly, safe and regular and responsible 
migration and mobility of people, including through the 
implementation of planned and well-managed 
migration policies”. The needs of refugees, internally 
displaced persons and migrants are explicitly 
recognized. Its targets deal with issues of specific 
concern such as education, labour standards, human 
trafficking, exploitation of children, access to justice and 
the building of self-reliance and resilience.    Therefore, 
we reaffirm our commitments related to the specific 
needs of migrants and  refugees and the targets 
dealing with issues of specific concern such as 
education, labour standards, human trafficking, 
exploitation of children, access to justice and the 
building of self-reliance and resilience. 

Add at the end: "Therefore, we reaffirm our 
commitments related to the specific needs of migrants 
and refugees and the targets dealing with issues of 
specific concern such as education, labour standards, 
human trafficking, exploitation of children, access to 
justice and the building of self-reliance and resilience." 

Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, 
Uruguay, Venezuela. 

1.14   Implementation of all relevant provisions of the 
2030 Agenda will enable the contribution which 
migrants are making to sustainable development to be 
reinforced.    At the same time, it will address many of 
the root causes of forced displacement, helping to 
create more favourable conditions in countries of 
origin.   Meeting today a year after our adoption of the 
2030 Agenda, and in direct follow-up to it, we pledge to 
realize the full potential of that Agenda for refugees 
and migrants.     

Change the order and delete the first sentence. 
Delete "an in direct follow up to it". Delete "At the 
same time". Add "its full implementation". Replace 
"forced displacement" by "large movements of 
refugee and migrants". Replace "in countries of 
origin" by "for all" 

 It should read: 

Meeting today a year after our adoption of the 2030 
Agenda, we pledge to realize the full potential of that 
Agenda for refugees and migrants. Its full 
implementation will address many of the root causes 
of large movements of refugee and migrants, helping 
to create more favourable conditions for all.  

Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, 
Uruguay, Venezuela. 



1.15       We welcome the extremely valuable report 
from the Secretary-General, entitled “In Safety and 
Dignity:  Addressing Large Movements of Refugees and 
Migrants”, which was published in May 2016 (pursuant 
to GA Decision A/70/L.34) in preparation for this High 
Level Meeting.   We recall also the contributions made 
by the London Conference on Supporting Syria and the 
Region (February 2016), the High Level Meeting on 
Global Responsibility Sharing through Pathways for 
Admission of Syrian Refugees (March 2016) and the 
World Humanitarian Summit (May 2016).    

1.16      We favour a new approach to addressing forced 
displacement and protracted crises which would not 
only deal with immediate humanitarian needs but 
would also reduce vulnerability and improve self-
reliance and resilience by strengthening the nexus 
between humanitarian assistance and development 
cooperation.   There is a need to address gaps in 
humanitarian resources funding through additional 
resources  and to ensure that host countries and 
communities receive adequate multi-annual financing 
as well as support for capacity-building and 
strengthening resilience.    We look forward to close 
cooperation in this regard among Member States, UN 
agencies and other actors and between the UN and 
international financial institutions such as the World 
Bank.  

Replace "resources" by "funding through additional 
resources". 

Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, 
Venezuela.  

1.17       We welcome the Sendai Framework for 
Disaster Risk Reduction and will implement the 
measures to mitigate risks associated with disasters 
which are outlined in that Framework.    We welcome 
also the Paris Agreement on Climate Change and will 
take the steps needed to implement that Agreement in 
full. 

1.18       We welcome reaffirm our commitment to the 
full implementation of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, 
including the support of various kinds which it extends 
to refugees and migrants and its provisions relating to 
migrants’ remittances, access to and portability of earn 
benefits and recognition of foreign qualifications, 
educations and skills, among others. 

Move up after 1.14 

Replace "welcome" by " reaffirm our commitment to 
the full implementation of"  

Add at the end: "access to and probability of earn 
benefits and recognition of foreign qualifications, 
educations and skills, among others." 

Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, 
Venezuela.  



1.19       We welcome note valuable regional initiatives, 
such as the Bali Process and the Brazil Declaration and 
Plan of Action, which seek solutions to the challenges 
posed by large movements of refugees and migrants. 

Go to back to "welcome"  
 
Add “Declaration and"  
 
Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, 
Venezuela. 

1.20       We recognize the very large number of people 
who are displaced within national borders, and the 
potential for such persons to seek protection and 
assistance in other countries as refugees or migrants.  
Noting the need for effective strategies to ensure 
adequate protection and assistance for internally 
displaced persons, we believe that a review of the 
support currently available, building on the existing 
work done within the UN system on this subject and on 
the proposals in the Secretary General’s Report Agenda 
for Humanity, would be useful and timely.   We note 
that the 1998 Guiding Principles on Internal 
Displacement provide a useful normative framework in 
this regard; we note also the value of the Kampala 
Convention as an important regional instrument. 

 

 



Commitments 

We have agreed today on a set of commitments 
covering migrants and refugees jointly and also on 
commitments for refugees and migrants as distinct 
categories.    Some commitments, while mainly 
relevant to one category, may also be applicable to 
the other.    Furthermore, while they are all framed 
in the context of the large movements we are 
considering today, many may be applicable also to 
regular migration.    In addition, we have adopted a 
Global Compact on Responsibility-Sharing for 
Refugees. 

Keep only first sentence. Reformulation of the end 
according to the new proposal from cofacilitators after 
its analysis. 

Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras,  Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Paraguay, Panama, Peru, Republica 
Dominicana, Venezuela.   

Commitments for migrants and refugees jointly 

2.1 Underlining the importance of a 
comprehensive approach to the issues involved, 
we will spare no effort to  ensure a humane, 
sensitive and dignified reception for all persons 
arriving in our countries large movements, 
whether refugees or migrants, regardless of their 
migratory status. 

Replace “large movements” by “our countries”. Add: 
“regardless of their migratory status.” 

Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Venezuela.  

2.2 We recognize, and will address, the special 
needs of people in vulnerable situations who are 
travelling within large movements of refugees and 
migrants, including women and children at risk; older 
persons; persons with disabilities; indigenous peoples; 
LGBTI persons; and victims of exploitation and abuse in 
the context of trafficking and smuggling. 

Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, 
Panama, Paraguay, Peru. 

Delete: “at risk”. 

Add: Indigenous people 

Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia,  Ecuador, El 
Salvador, Mexico, Uruguay support retain LGBTI 
persons. 



2.3 Recognising that States have rights and 
responsibilities to manage and control their borders, 
we will implement border management procedures, 
including disembarkation procedures, which are in 
conformity with international human rights standards 
law and, as applicable, international refugee law and 
international humanitarian law.    We will ensure that 
public officials and law enforcement officers who work 
in border areas comply with the above mentioned 
international legal frameworks  are trained to comply 
behave with respect  in order to uphold the human 
rights of towards all persons crossing, or seeking to 
cross, international borders. 

Several draft suggestions.  
 
Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Venezuela. 
 

2.4 We will take measures to prevent violations of 
the human rights of all persons in transit and after 
arrival.   We will ensure that the immediate needs of 
persons who have been exposed to physical or 
psychological danger while in transit are addressed on 
their arrival, without discrimination and without 
regard to legal status or means of arrival. 

Go back to para. 3 iii of zero draft, keeping the end:  
 
"We agree ensure that the treatment of refugees, 
asylum-seekers and migrants is at all times humane 
and dignified; that all persons in these categories 
are protected from physical or psychological harm 
and abuse; and that their human rights are fully 
respected in accordance with international law, 
"without discrimination and without regard to legal 
or migratory status and means of arrival” 
 
 
Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Venezuela. 

2.5 We are determined to address irregular or 
unsafe movement, without prejudice to the right 
to seek asylum, and to combat the exploitation, 
abuse and discrimination suffered by many 
refugees and migrants. 

Delete first part. 
 
We have reservations about “irregular or unsafe 
movement” and it is not clear its meanings. We 
understand it could be used to implement restrictive 
migration policies.  
 
 
Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Republica 
Dominicana, Venezuela. 



2.6 We express our profound concern at the large 
number of people who have lost their lives in transit at 
sea trying to reach safety.   We will intensify 
international cooperation on the strengthening of 
search and rescue mechanisms.   We will also work to 
improve the availability of accurate data on the 
whereabouts of people and vessels who are stranded 
at sea.   And we will strengthen support for rescue 
efforts over land along dangerous or isolated routes. 

Change “at sea” by “in transit”. 
 
Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala,Honduras,  Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Republica 
Dominicana, Venezuela. 

2.7 We recognize the particular vulnerabilities of 
women and children during the journey from country 
of origin to country of arrival. This includes their 
potential exposure to discrimination and sexual and 
physical and psychological abuse, violence and 
exploitation.  “We will develop additional guidance for 
their protection, regardless of status.” 
  

Add: “psychological” 
 
Add back from zero draft (5 vi): “We will develop 
additional guidance for their protection, regardless of 
status.” 
 
 
Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Venezuela. 

2.8 We will ensure that our responses to large 
movements of refugees and migrants promote gender 
equality and the empowerment of "all" women and 
girls and fully respect the human rights of women and 
girls.    We will combat sexual and gender-based 
violence in every way possible.   We will tackle the 
multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination to 
which migrant and refugee women and girls are 
subject.   And at the same time, recognizing the 
significant leadership role being played by women in 
refugee and migrant communities, we will work to 
ensure their full and equal participation in the 
development of local solutions and opportunities.     

Add: "all" 
 
 
 
Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Republica 
Dominicana, Venezuela. 

2.9 "We commit to comply with our obligations 
under the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and 
to"  We will protect the human rights of all migrant 
and refugee children, particularly unaccompanied 
children and those separated from their families, 
regardless of their status; and we will provide for their 
health, education, psychosocial development and birth 
registration. 

Add: "We commit to comply with our obligations under 
the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and to"  
 
Add: All 
 
Add “regardless of their status” 
 
 
Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Venezuela. 



2.10 Reaffirming that all individuals seeking to 
cross international borders are entitled to due process 
in the assessment of their legal status, entry and stay. 
"We will move away from policies which criminalize 
their movements and from practices of detention for 
the assessment of their legal status" we will consider 
alternatives to detention while these assessments are 
underway.   Furthermore, we commit never to detain 
children for this purpose. 

Add: "we will move away from policies which 
criminalized their movements and from practices of 
detention for the assessment of their legal status."  
 
 
Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Venezuela. 

2.11 We will, with full respect for the rules of 
international law, vigorously combat human trafficking 
and migrant smuggling, including through targeted 
measures to identify victims of trafficking within large 
movements of refugees and migrants and to provide 
temporary and longer-term protection to victims of 
such crimes.   With a view to disrupting the criminal 
networks involved, we will review our national 
legislation and criminal justice provisions to ensure 
conformity with international standards on migrant 
smuggling, human trafficking, maritime safety and 
border management.    We will establish or upgrade, as 
appropriate, national and regional anti-human 
trafficking policies.   We note initiatives such as the 
African Union Horn of Africa Initiative on Human 
Trafficking and Smuggling of Migrants.   Reaffirming 
the importance of the UN Convention against 
Transnational Organized Crime and the two relevant 
Protocols thereto, we encourage ratification of, 
accession to and implementation of relevant 
international instruments on preventing and 
combatting trafficking in persons and the smuggling of 
migrants.    

Reorder the paragraph and modifications: 
 
Reaffirming the importance of the UN Convention 
against Transnational Organized Crime and the two 
relevant Protocols thereto, we encourage ratification 
of, accession to and implementation of relevant 
international instruments on preventing and 
combatting trafficking in persons and the smuggling of 
migrants.    
We reaffirm our commitment to implement the 
United Nations global plan of action to combat 
trafficking in persons.  
We will, with full respect for the rules of international 
law, vigorously combat human trafficking and migrant 
smuggling. 
With a view to disrupting the criminal networks 
involved, we will review our national legislation and 
criminal justice provisions to ensure conformity with 
international law on migrant smuggling, human 
trafficking and maritime safety, as well as 
international standards for border management. 
We will establish or upgrade, as appropriate, national 
and regional anti-human trafficking policies, in 
particular those related to ensure the adequate and 
timely protection of the victims of such crimes.   
We note initiatives at the regional level, such as the 
African Union Horn of Africa Initiative on Human 
Trafficking and Smuggling of Migrants and Work Plans 
against Trafficking in Persons in the Western 
Hemisphere. 
 
 
Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Republica 
Dominicana, Venezuela. 



2.12 We will ensure, on the basis of bilateral, 
regional and international cooperation, that adequate, 
sustainable and predictable financing is made available 
to enable countries to respond to the immediate 
humanitarian and developmental needs of the large 
numbers of refugees and migrants arriving in their 
territories.    

 

2.13 We  commit will take steps  to vigorously 
combat xenophobia, racism, discrimination and 
intolerance in our societies against refugees and 
migrants and to strengthen the their inclusion in all 
spheres of life. National policies will be developed to 
this end in conjunction with civil society, the private 
sector, employers’ and workers’ organizations and 
other stakeholders. We also note the obligation on 
refugees and migrants to observe the laws of their host 
countries.   

Support to keeping “in all spheres of life” 
 
Replace “will take steps” with “commit to vigorously” 
 
Add xenophobia, racism, and intolerance 
 
 
Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Venezuela. 

2.13 bis (new para) “The imposition of restricted admission policies has 
played a role in the rise of xenophobic, racist and 
discriminatory rhetoric. We commit on opening 
legal pathways and channels of admission both for 
refugees and migrants, as part of our political 
efforts to counter xenophobia.” 

 
Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Venezuela. 

2.14 We will invest in, and enhance international 
cooperation to improve data collection, including sex 
and age-disaggregated data as well as information on 
regular and irregular flows and routes, the economic 
and social impacts of migration and refugee 
movements, and other issues, in order to develop 
evidence-based policies.   

Several draft suggestions 
 
Argentina, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Venezuela. 
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